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EDITOR’S NOTES 


This issue marks the beginning of the 
sixth calendar year Boardwatch has 
been in publication. Despite our own 
development of a cunning new market- 
ing technique widely known as “stealth 
marketing" (marketing by declaring 
your product a secret), we have still 
grown at an accelerating pace. In Oc- 
tober of this year we moved to a suite of 
offices in Lakewood Colorado, added a 
couple more full time employees, and 
are preparing to add a bit of color to the 
magazine. 


One of the problems we’ve had is 
making our deadlines. We’ ve been slip- 
ping about a day and a half each month 
for the last two years. As a result, sub- 
scribers typically are now receiving 
Boardwatch toward the end of the calen- 
dar month stamped on the cover. We’ ve 
been discussing ways to get well over 
this for the last few months. There are 
several schlockey things we could do, 
but the most straightforward is to just 
skip an issue - at least on paper. 


Actually, we won’t skip anything. This 
issue is dated January/February. We'll 
continue as a monthly of course. The 
March issue should go out right when 
the February issue normally would - it 
will just have March stamped on it and 
so on during each succeeding month. 
This one-time correction should bring 
our retail distribution and our subscrip- 
tion service back into line with the 
calendar. So Boardwatch will suffer a 
leap month but other than the cover date, 
nothing will change. 


This issue marks the coming out party 
for two projects we think should prove 
very interesting. The ONE BBSCON is 
off to a good start with inquiries pouring 
in from around the country - we’re just 
now finally getting set up to actually 
take registrations. We fell in love with a 
beautiful hotel herein Denver - fabulous 
food, beautiful meeting rooms, and a 
fantastic staff. The entire 400 room 
facility is ours for the three days. It is 
actually a bit smaller than several other 
hotels on our short list. I think it will 
work, and in some respects actually 
work better than a couple of other larger 
hotels we had considered. I’ve secretly 
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got plans for a Saturday night paper 
airplane sortee flyoff in the 12 story 
atrium for example. But we had planned 
originally for at least a thousand atten- 
dees. Given the room available in this 
facility, andthe interest already ex- 
pressed, it’s beginning to look like we 
will have to limit attendance to about 
1100 attendees maximum. Now I know 
no one has ever put a thousand BBS 
operators in one facility before 
anywhere. And I know this should not 
be a problem. But from the calls we’ve 
been receiving before registration even 
opened, - a word to those with an ear to 
hear. If it comes up later, Jack did men- 
tion that registering early was a good 
idea. 


We’ve also received a number of re- 
quests/suggestions to do a BBS contest. 
Any way you turn it, this looks like a lot 
of work to do right. But we’ve decided 
to do it anyway. Basically, this first year 
we do want to keep it as simple as pos- 
sible. So the Boardwatch 100 Reader’s 
Choice BBS Contest will be run as an 
open popularity contest - a chance for 
our readers to tell US where the best 
BBS systems are. Readers can nominate 
a single BBS of their choice as the best 
BBS in North America. We’ll tally the 
votes and develop a list of the 100 bul- 
letin board systems receiving the most 
nominations. To help limit the tradition 
of ballot box stuffing, we will require a 
name, mailing address, and telephone 
number with each ballot and we’ll verify 
them as necessary. 


We had looked at several types of equip- 
ment prizes for the winning BBSs and 
finally decided that those likely to win 
were probably swimming in hardware 
already. What most BBS operators want 
more than anything is more callers. So, 
we will of course publish the list of the 
Boardwatch 100, probably several 
times during the following year - and 
distribute it freely and widely in 
electronic form as well. Additionally, 
the operator of the top rated BBS will be 
our guest at the ONE BBSCON to 
receive their award - round trip air fair 
for two, hotel accommodations, and 
ONE BBSCON registration on us. We'll 
do a feature story with photograph of 
their system, and give them a free full 
page advertisement in Boardwatch for 
six full months. We’!l also do shorter 
stories on the other top ten finishers and 
give them each quarter page ads for 


three months. Plaques will be awarded 
to each of the top ten systems. If our 
readers think they should have more 
recognition by casting a ballot for them, 
we intend to give it to them. 


And the hardware will go to the voters. 
Callers would most likely be more at- 
tracted to a high speed modem than a 
BBS operator would. U.S. Robotics 
probably has the longest history of BBS 
involvement. Some USR staffers ac- 
tually set up one of the first Fidonet 
systems in Illinois and USR invented the 
sysop discount program - offering BBS 
operators a 50% discount on their 
modems as early as 1984. Certainly 
three quarters of the BBS offering high 
speed connections today use the U.S. 
Robotics Courier modem. USR has 
again stepped forward and offered to 
help sponsor this contest with two of 
their top of the line 14,400 bps V.32bis 
modems. As a result, we’ll hold a ran- 
dom drawing of everyone entering a 
properly completed ballot, and award a 
USR modem to each of two lucky win- 
ners. We may scout around and try to 
find some other hardware prizes as well 
as the contest goes along. 


The last time we were involved in such 
a "contest" the administration of the 
contest was such that we couldn’t tell 
who had won what or why when it was 
all over. We’ll be administering this our- 
selves this time. There are a couple of 
elements to such a contest that you 
should be aware of. The last contest 
produced a list of 100 bulletin boards 
from slightly under a thousand total 
votes cast. If your math is even average, 
that will tell you that a number of sys- 
tems made the list with just a handful of 
votes. While we think we can get a few 
more votes this time with a concerted 
effort, what this means is that if a hand- 
ful of callers get together to make sure 
their favorite board gets some recogni- 
tion, it’s pretty easily done. It just 
doesn’t take that many votes to swing an 
election of this nature. And the odds of 
winning one of the best modems in the 
industry are pretty good as well. 


Further, there is always some debate 
about bulletin boards "campaigning" by 
asking their callers to vote and making 
the ballot available for download. As far 
as I’m concerned, nothing could be 
more American. You put the time and 
effort in to make your system a good 


one, and it’s natural you should want the 
world to know about it. I’m confident 
you can’t possibly outdo our own 
professional politicians in the areas of 
crass and tasteless so don’t be shy about 
asking your callers to put in a ballot on 
your behalf. If you’ve done your job 
with your system, they’ ll be glad to help 
out. We do ask that the usual attempts at 
ballot box stuffing be held to a mini- 
mum, but are prepared to validate votes 
as necessary and discard those suspect. 
The callers have to download the ballot, 
fill it out, and mail it in themselves 
individually. 


The contest is limited to bulletin boards, 
not networks. If your favorite BBS is on 
CompuServe, GEnie, or Prodigy, vote it 
that way but be specific. A vote for the 
IBMBBS Forum on CompuServe 
counts. A vote for CompuServe itself 
doesn’t. The GEnie Music Round Table 
works, GEnie itself doesn’t. Balloting is 
open for six months from January 1, 
1992, until July 1, 1992. 
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Boardwatch readers will recall some- 
thing of an early summer controversy. 
Boardwatch took some heat and lost a 
few readers last year basically because 
we accepted advertising for bulletin 
boards mun by or for the gay community. 
I was most gratified by the support 
among our readership for our stand on 
this issue. We received nearly three 
hundred letters, cards, and electronic 
mail messages on this subject - over- 
whelmingly in favor of tolerance and by 
and large from those adamantly 
heterosexual themselves. I found the 
feedback encouraging in the picture it 
paints of the makeup of Boardwatch 
readership. It’s hard to tell sometimes 
who’s "out there.” At this point I’m 
going to guess it’s a pretty select group 
of the well read and I personally find that 
enormously gratifying. 


The center of the controversy was an ad 
for a BBS titled The Back Room. The 
Back Room is a very successful New 
York bulletin board catering to gays and 
lesbians and it was run by Arthur Kohn, 
aman I always found to be a gentleman 
and scholar of the highest order regard- 


The BACKROOM 


America’s Largest Gay/Lesbian 
Computer Information Service 
CALL US WITH YOUR COMPUTER! 


(71 8) 849-1614 (modem) 


8th YEAR 


less of his sleeping accommodations - 
which he routinely failed to consult me 
on and [ had little reason to know a great 
deal about. Art was actually a dBASE 
consultant of some repute and had as 
good a technical grasp of BBSing as 
anyone running a system. He wrote a 
dayfile analyzer for TBBS systems that 
was very widely used within that com- 
munity and he founded a network of 
dozens of gay BBSs known as Gaycom. 
I had met Art originally at a TBBS sym- 
posium in 1988 and he visited us here in 
Denver this past August at the Fido- 
Con91 BBS convention. He was as al- 
ways gracious, charming, enthusiastic, 
and quite New Yorkish, and he 
neglected to mention his "condition." | 


It is then with some melancholy we 
report that Arthur Kohn passed away 
peacefully in his sleep this past Decem- 
ber 6th - a victim of Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome. A lot of things in 
this world matter a great deal. A lot of 
others don’t. As the years pass and we 
all grow older, and perhaps wiser, my 
hope is that we’ll get a bit better at 
telling which is which. 


Jack Rickard 
Editor 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Address correspondence to Letters to 
the Editor, Boardwatch Magazine, 7586 
West Jewell Ave. Unit 200, Lakewood, 
CO 80232 


Dear Jack: 


T almost fell out of my chair when I read 
your assertion on pp. 6-7 of the Decem- 
ber issue about how telephone rates 
could almost disappear ($20/month for 
unlimited calls anywhere) if only the 
phone companies didn’t waste energy 
timing, measuring, tracking and billing 
us for each call. I’ve given that matter a 
lot of thought myself, but have not been 
motivated to research out the facts. 
Have you?? And the info later on by 
John Gilmore about how European 
phone companies even today don’t track 
where each call is from and to. 


Please give us more information. More 
sources. More truth about this whole 
thing. 


Here in New York I try and listen to the 
telephone show on WBAI radio every 
Wednesday night from 9-10 PM. OK, so 
I’m usually so tied up that I forget to 
listen. But do they have info about this? 
Aside from being able to make my 
teenager feel guilty about the number of 
long distance calls to his girlfriend, who 
wouldn’t trade call-by-call data for 
cheaper service? 


Seriously, this could be the biggest 
change in America since the Revolution. 
Computers are neat, but no one knows 
how to use them. Everyone uses the 
phone and cheap service would really 
open up this country. 


Sincerely, 

Steven J. Weinberg, Director 
Community Action Services 
East Brunswick, NJ 


Dear Steven: 


Part of dealing with the issues of 
telephone companies, our universal 
telephone network, and the future is to 
develop LESS sources of information 
and misinformation and less research 
and "facts". As any PUC official will tell 
you, the fallacy in public regulation of 
corporations such as the telcos is that 
they have unlimited staff and unlimited 
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resources to deliver truck loads of paper 

for you to "evaluate" whenever you try 
to force an issue not in their favor. PUCs 
conversely have limited staff and 
resources to respond with. There is no 
shortage of data. There is a complete 
dearth of "information". 


My assertion ts admittedly based on 
stepping BACK from all this cloud of 
telco generated statistical line noise and 
looking at the overall picture a bit. In 
1984 ATT agreed to divest itself of local 
telephone monopoly operations in 
return for the privilege of competing in 
computer services. At this point, we split 
our telephone system into two entities: 
local regulated monopolies and com- 
petitive long distance services. This has 
resulted in a live national classroom 
laboratory class in competition vs. regu- 
lated "natural" monopoly economics. 


In the period since, long distance rates 
have gone down by over 40%. Why? 
Labor for one thing. Over 100,000 
employees have been shed from the ATT 
monolith in this period. Office automat- 
ion and a more technologically ad- 
vanced network allowed them to per- 
form not at the same level of perfor- 
mance, but in my estimation a greater 
level of performance overa period when 
actually calling volumes more than 
DOUBLED - with a fraction of the 
employees. Switching equipment over 
this period advanced dramatically in 
capability while falling in price. And 
network costs have dropped 
phenomenally. MCI estimates a circuit 
mile of fiber dropped in cost from over 
a $1000 to slightly less than $8 in this 
period. In short, the technology got bet- 
ter and cheaper, and the costs of labor 
declined to a fraction of what it was. 
Somehow in the process, the service I 
get and the people I deal with in these 
companies is better and much friendlier 
than it ever was under the old Bell sys- 
tem - markedly so. Competition and 
some fortuitous technological advances 
drove this improvement. 


In the same period, the cost of local 
monopoly telephone service went UP 
while demand for new lines flattened 
out. Why? The same office automation 
Savings were gained, they use virtually 
identical technology, and yet at every 
turn they seem to be demanding more 
money for less service. Most of them 
desperately want to be long distance 
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ervices charging metered rates for local 
service and EVERY new product they 
introduce tries to wedge in some type of 
meter. In not a few, but NUMEROUS 
cases in the past two years, they’ve ac- 
tually been fined by local PUCs for ex- 
ceeding the "rate of return on invest- 
ment" allowed under the regulated 
monopoly formulas - in some cases by 
hundreds of millions of dollars - all 
while screaming they were being robbed 
by regulatory authorities. In response, 
they quietly but powerfully lobbied to be 
released from rate of return restrictions, 
and last year the FCC they appear to 
have bought and paid for mandated that 
rate of return be retired as a regulatory 
tool. 


Finally, we do know that over 40% of 
the costs we pay to long distance car- 
riers actually goes BACK to local 
RBOC in the form of access fees - pay- 
ments from the long distance carriers to 
local RBOC for the right to connect calls 
into the local loop. If you factor out the 
cost of simply measuring, billing, mail- 
ing bills, and collecting bills from the 
remaining 60%, I think we can make a 
Strong case for telephone service in a 
market of 110 million U.S. lines to be too 
cheap to meter for long distance. 


In the category of minor sins in the local 
loop, implementation of technology we 
need to compete as a nation has consis- 
tently been held hostage to demands for 
access into markets, such as informa- 
tion services, that these companies have 
demonstrated repeatedly that they 
couldn't make a buck at if you just gave 
them the banking system and asked them 
to just sort through, pick out what they'd 
like to keep, and leave the American 
public whatever was left over. But the 
part that really has me up a wall is that 
they use rate payer money to campaign 
politically via local radio ads against 
congressmen who dare cross them, and 
spend over $25 million annually lobby- 
ing our congressmen to get legislation 
basically assuring them of a captive 
American citizenry as a holy cash cow. 
Through some creative accounting they 
insist these activities are actually 
funded by stockholders rather than rate 
payers. All stock holders who mailed in 
a check, please raise your hand. 


The pathetic thing about all of this is not 
that we pay a few bucks more for local 
telephone service or that we have to wait 
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for ten-year-old ISDN technology to ac- 
tually be available. It is a fundamental 
lack of vision on the part of the leaders 
of this industry. There are hat fulls of 
money sitting there waiting for someone 
to go out and Start wiring up new ser- 
vices and new communications media 
and the government isn’t any of what's 
holding it back. The entire approach is 
to simply milk existing customers for 
more money on less service in a childish 
“give me more" chant. Our corporations 
are dying under their own bureaucratic 
weight and a simple minded lack of 
courage and vision on the part of the 
adult men in suits who run these institu- 
tions. It isn’t inflation. It isn't high inter- 
est rates. It isn’t government inter- 
ference. It isn’t the deficit. There's no 
war to blame it on. Even the “evil em- 
pire" has turned out to be "just plain 
folks." Yet we are shedding 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 
CORPORATE JOBS at IBM, AT&T, 
General Motors, McDonnell Aircraft, 
and dozens of other large corporations 
as they go through their death throes. I 
don’t really mind watching them die, but 
[hate to see all the good people who get 
an incredible shafting in the process and 
are financially distressed or ruined in 
passing. Anything I say about telephone 
companies results in vehement denials 
from their public relations offices and 
equally vehement confirmation from 
their own employees, our subscribers, 
who are thoroughly demoralized within 
these companies. 


Finally the concept of local and long 
distance calls is grossly misunderstood. 
It costs no more or less to switch a call 
to a local pizzeria than it does to call 
across country. In fact, depending on 
loading, a local telephone call may be 
routed through three states on the way 
to the pizza jointacross the street if that’s 
what it takes to get it there. All rate 
issues boil down to economic smoke and 
mirrors based on how we charge for 
service so that the costs are equitably 
distributed and no one pays "more than 
their fair share". Behind this ludicrous 
"fairness" doctrine lies an organization 
who's aim is not fairness but revenues 
and an insatiable appetite for same. By 
pointing a finger at individual users and 
claiming their service is somehow being 
subsidized by YOU, they can play one 
subscriber against another and keep the 
ball in the air. There is a mythical 
grandmother in all this that can’t afford 


more than $4 monthly for telephone ser- 
vice that we all ostensibly have to 
protect but I'll not insult you with THAT 
pathetic little chant. In realityville, 
Gram is getting the big one right along 
with the rest of us. 


There is a single solution, and it forfeits 
the economies of scale we do have with 
a single universal telephone system. We 
may not get lower prices but we will get 
the technology we need to develop 
economically when we let every man 
with a 64 Chevrolet wire truck and a 
pair of rusty pliers offer local telephone 
service and connect it into the existing 
network, All the reasons why we can't 
are simply fraudulent. The local loop 
monopoly must go. 


John Gilmore's article on privacy? | 
thought it was pretty good when I heard 
him deliver at the Computers, Freedom, 
and Privacy conference last spring and 
I thought it was good in written form as 
well - so with his permission, we pub- 
lished it. The point he made was that 
Nazi Germany used existing telephone 
records to determine who was a good 
guy and who deserved a little gas. His 
point was that innocuous records today 
can be terribly damaging if the political 
scenery changes - and we have little 
control as individuals over whether or 
when it might. But I almost fell out of 
MY chair this past week on learning that 
several of our local RBOC are now out 
peddling mailing lists to companies 
based on our own specific private call- 
ing patterns to businesses. Caller ID or 
no, this could lead to a situation where 
if you call one Florist, you'll hear from 
em all! I can't believe this is going on 
with virtually no comment at all. 


Jack Rickard 
Dear Jack: 


I decided to renew the subscription now 
so that I do not miss a single issue. Your 
magazine is the only one that I read 
cover-to-cover and enjoy every word. 
Your writing style is incredibly unique. 
I hope you do not come up with a crazy 
idea and attempt to change it. 


Am very glad you finally included a 
picture of the whole family - the 
suspense was becoming unbearable. 
Yourcomments about the 4th arrival and 


the boys was an absolute delight to read; 
I am surprised you are still alive - that 
the wife hasn’t shot you on the spot. 


There is no other way to say it - your 
writing style is delightful. Keep up the 
superb job. 


On the serious side, I teach a class on 
Computer Networks for U.C. Berkeley 
extension and IEEE as a side hobby. 
Have accumulated all the material, the 
terse "crib notes” are done and I got 2 
publishers who are bugging me as to 
when the book manuscript will be ready. 
Have no problem lecturing and have 
recorded all my lectures for the past 4 
years but when I sit down to put things 
on paper I am a disaster. That should 
give you an idea why I am so very 
jealous of your natural gift. Your words 
on paper simply flow one after the other 
without any visible effort. 


Take care and give my regards to all the 
family. Let’s see what isin store in 1992. 


John Gulbenkian 
Walnut Creek, California. 


Dear John: 


Thanks for the kind words regarding 
Boardwatch and the "writing style." The 
nature of things being what they are, 
about as many detest it as enjoy it, which 
is why most publications seek a neutral 
and faceless format more broadly ap- 
pealing to everyone. Boardwatch is an 
experiment in the other direction - under 
the theory that it is preferable to ag- 
gravate readers than to be ignored by 
them. 


The family is fine and as you point out, 
I am still alive - the wife has so far 
passed on the option to embellish my 
carcass with a bullet. I suppose the 
realization that she could do so at any 
time knowing there’s not a’grand jury in 
the country that would indict her for it 
makes her generous in spirit - for-the 
present. But yeah, I’m probably living 
on borrowed time. 


As to your writing project ~ transcribe 
your lectures and sit down and inten- 
tionally delete 30% of the words. Then 
read it out loud (that’s with your voice 
set to’ ON by the way) and make correc- 
tions where it doesn't "sound" right. All 
the advice about using one simple word 
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in place of another more complex one is 
malarkey brought on by academic over- 
dose. Every word has at least one mean- 
ing and each and every word in all lan- 
guages is entirely unique. There are no 
two words in ANY language that mean 
precisely the same thing. Additionally, 
most academics write to please the sight 
and to make it look like other writing 
they "see" every day. Write for the 
SOUND of it, and don’t worry about 
what it "looks" like. Finally, while the 
result may appear effortless, you will 
find every word and every syllable car- 
ries its price. Pay it. Pay it and the world 
is one good book better for it. Try to find 
the "effortless" route, and you’re just 
slaying trees. 


Jack Rickard 
Dear Jack: 


The article in your December, 1991 
issue regarding the Federal Court recog- 
nizing Sysop rights in the CompuServe 
case is extremely misleading. The ar- 
ticle gives one the belief that it is now 
clearly the law throughout the land that 
Sysops are not responsible for libelous 
statements made by others in a public 
area of an on-line system. 


Although the Judge’s decision is 
favorable-to Sysops, this was a trial 
judge’s decision only. As such this par- 
ticular judge’s opinion has no value as a 
precedent in any other trial judge’s 
courtroom even in the same district, let 
alone in any other district of the federal 
courts. 


Even if the matter were taken to the 
Circuit Court of Appeals in the district 
in which the trial judge made a ruling, 
and affirmed, the ruling would only af- 
fect federal trial courts in the same dis- 
trict. This would leave New York state 
judges and the judges of every other 
court of the land (even federal courts) 
free to rule to the contrary. 


Only the United States Supreme Court’s 
decisions can and do set national prece- 
dents. 


Accordingly, even though we can take 
encouragement from the decision 
described in Mr. Rose’s column, this one 
trial court decision is a far cry from 
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universal assurance of no liability on 
this issue. Your readers should be totally 
and correctly informed on this topic. 


Sincerely, 


Paul Bernstein, Attorney at Law 
Sysop, LAW MUG BBS (312)661-1740 


Dear Paul: 


You're right. They should be totally and 
correctly informed on this topic. Unfor- 
tunately, there is no one in the country 
capable of totally and correctly inform- 
ing them. Bulletin boards and online 
services are indistinctly perceived by 
our legal system and rightly so, as they 
are still in development in some sense. 
There are very few cases of any clarity 
regarding electronic online services to 
point to. 


However, it is important that the test 
cases that form the developing body of 
law be test cases, rather than test 
casualties. It is further very important 
that the freedoms and rights assured 
print publishers, print distributors, and 
print readers not be forfeited by viewing 
the electronic world as "exceptional" to 
our Constitutional rights. The Cubby vs. 
CompuServe ruling by Judge Leisure is 
crucial in a historical sense in that it is 
the first time a court has compared an 
online service to a print media dis- 
tributor, and acknowledged the limited 
practical control they have over content 
- and so limited the legal liability. As 
such it is of immense historical value 
and far from being the worthless trivial 
occurrence you describe, will undoub- 
tedly be referred to and cited on 
numerous occasions over the next few 
years. 


That the decision is not binding on other 
courts is hardly news. In a developing 
area of law such as this, all precedents, 
formal or not, loom large in importance. 
At the same time, all are much more 
subject to being ignored or declared 
irrelevant than is the case in more ma- 
ture areas of the law as well. Even our 
public expectation of what "ought" to be 
with regards to online law will have an 
enormous impact on the final form those 
laws do take. Despite the hierarchy of 
courts you detail with such energy, I 
can't believe a similar case will be heard 
without some discussion of Cubby vs. 
CompuServe. It does establish a concept 


in our social consciousness of online 
service as a distributor of limited 
liability. Whether that concept takes 
hold firmly in our legal system is much 
more important than the rank of this 
court in the pecking order of courtdom. 


TI do agree that it hardly qualifies as 
universal assurance of no liability on 
this issue. I don’t actually hold out much 
hope for universal assurance of any- 
thing in this area within my lifetime. But 
I did find the ruling encouraging, 
probably historic, and I don’t think Mr. 
Rose’s article was in any way mislead- 
ing. 


Jack Rickard 
Dear Jack: 


You may be familiar with the situation 
in the (ex) Yugoslavia. To make it short, 
nothing works any more as it should. 
The telephone network is overloaded, 
mail is being delivered unregularly, and 
in the central part (Croatia) people are 
dying every day in dozens. With the 
independence of Slovenia, declared a 
month ago, things may go better here in 
the north-west (Slovenia), especially 
when the international community is 
going to recognize its independence. 


Concerning my question about the on- 
line service, I’ ve eventually got through 
and I like your BBS. I understand that 
there is a special service, which permits 
posting the BoardWatch Magazine to 
some BBS. As I operate a quite success- 
ful five-line BBS since April 1, I would 
like to subscribe to this possibility. 


I read the article on BBSs of Mexico in 
the September issue. Would you be in- 
terested in publishing a similar article on 
the BBSs of (ex) Yugoslavia? I would 
be happy to do it. 


And last not least, your article “How to 
make money with a BBS" was really 
great. We have immediately applied 
your "two simple techniques"; the first 
one, "print follow-up" is having excel- 
lent response (combined with increas- 
ing the number of lines from two to 
five), while the second, "on-line sub- 
scription" works more as an image of 
our BBS, as not many BBS users have 
their own card. 


Kindest Regards 
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Boris Horvat, ABM-BBS - 38 61 218- 
663 


Boris: 


Somewhat. We have read news reports 
about the fighting there. Pleased to hear 
from Yugoslavia or I suppose Slovenia 
more properly now where you are. I 
didn't realize bulletin boards were going 
to multiline systems so quickly in your 
area. It’s interesting to learn that the 
elements discussed in “How to make 
money with your BBS" hold true in 
Slovenia as well and that such activity 
is possible under such conditions. It 
would be very nice if you could join us 
here in Denver this August to share your 
experiences with us in person at the 
ONE BBSCON. 


I would most certainly be interested in 
publishing a list of BBS from Yugoslavia 
or Slovenia and an accompanying ar- 
ticle. An accompanying photo would be 
a nice touch. 


I do hope your neighborhood finds 
peace and a return to normalcy in the 
coming months. 


Jack Rickard 


TELEBITS 


MOTOROLA INTROS 
SMALLER PACKET 
MODEM AND SOFTWARE 


Motorola Inc. is introducing a new ver- 
sion of their packet radio/modem com- 
bination. Termed the RPM405i, the new 
model is 25% smaller and lighter than 
their previous models. The device, 
which allows radio data communica- 
tions over the national ARDIS network, 
is primarily aimed at original equipment 
manufacturers. One of the prospective 
users is Poget Computers, maker of a 
very small palmtop computer. The 
Poget radio computer package is ex- 
pected to be available in late February. 


Motorola has also released a $159 
software package titled Waveguide. 
Waveguide communicates with the 
RMP405i and acts as an application 
program interface (API), allowing other 


software developers to adapt existing 
DOS and Windows communications ap- 
plications to communicate by radio. The 
new packet radio/modem will be made 
available to OEMs at $500 to $900 
depending on quantity. Motorola Inc., 
1301 E. Algonquin Road, Schaumburg, 
IL 60196; (708)397-1000. 


KERMIT ADDS TCP/IP 
NETWORKING - RUSSIAN 


The Kermit file transfer protocol was 
developed at Columbia University to 
allow file transfers between mainframe 
computers sporting 7-bit communica- 
tions ports and the 8-bit PC communica- 
tions world. As a protocol, it has largely 
been supplanted by Chuck Forsberg’s 
ZMODEM. But development on the 
program continues and today it is actual- 
ly far more than a file transfer protocol. 
It has become virtually a communica- 
tions program of more general 
capabilities. 


Digital Press announced last September 
the latest issue of Kermit - Version 3.11. 
The package offered by Digital includes 
a book, Using MS-DOS Kermit by 
Christine M. Gianone and the software 
itself for $34.95. 


The new Kermit program includes built- 
in Transmission Control Protocol/In- 
ternet Protocol (TCP/IP) networking 
that works with any Ethernet, Token 
Ring, or other network adapter control- 
led by an Ethemet-style packet driver. 
Kermit can be used in place of telnet 
over Internet networks. 


The program also supports Cyrrilic 
character set conversion for transfer of 
Russian, Ukranian, and Belorussian text 
files. It also sports a new dialing direc- 
tory, improved scripts, and support for 
hardware modem handshaking. Version 
3.11 was prepared by Professor Joe R. 
Doupnik of Utah State University in 
Logan Utah. Digital Press, 12 Crosby 
Drive BUO/E94, Bedford, MA 01730; 
(800)344-4825. 
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SYSOP MODEM DISCOUNT PROGRAMS 
V.32 AND V.32bis MODEMS 


a 
Vendor Support BBS Sysop Price __List 


ATI V.32 


(416)756-4591 $350 $699 


Cardinal 9600V42 V.32 none $269 $699 


CompuCom V.32bis 
CompuCom V.32 

Galaxy Networks UFO V.32bis 
GVC SM-96 V.32 

Hayes Ultra 144 V.32bis 

Hayes Ultra 96 V.32 

Intel 14.4EX V.32bis 

Intel 9600EX V.32 

Multi-Tech MT932EAB V.32 
Practical Peripherals PM9600SA 


(408)738-4990 $329 $539 
(408)738-4990 $229 $339 
(818)998-1758fax $299 $999 
(201)579-2380 $379 $695 
(800)874-2937 $599 
(800)874-2937 $399 $999 
(503)645-6275 $399 $699 
(503)645-6275 $299 $599 
(612)785-9875 
(818)706-2467 $339 $699 


$1199 


$449.50 $899 


Twincom 9600 V.32 none $279 $299 


U.S. Robotics DS V.32bis 
Ven-Tel V.32 

Viva 9624e V.32 

ZyXEL U-1496E V.32bis 


PCBOARD VERSION 14.5A 
RELEASED 


Clark Development Company, Inc. has 
released their latest version of the 
popular PCBoard software. The new 
14.5A version provides a number of fea- 
tures over 14.5 including expanded text 
search capabilities, and a number of 
more intelligent features for dealing 
with third-party "door" programs. It 
automatically creates environment 
parameters during DOOR execution, 
updates the USER file for doors, and 
allows the system to run doors as a 
"shelled to" environment. A local key- 
board "stuffing" function allows custom 
cleanup operations after door comple- 
tion of a door. 


The program also sports some features 
for in-house LAN use. Users can auto- 
matically access the first available node, 
and local file transfer operations are 
supported. The new version also adds 
bi-directional file transfer support. 


Some of the new features for 14.5A are 
not readily apparent, as they are 
designed to provide an intelligent inter- 
face for a soon to be released terminal 
program titled PCBComm. The new 
terminal program is under development 
to provide new callers with an easy to 
use interface to PCBoard bulletin board 


(708)982-5092 $499 
(408)922-0988 $499 $899 
(805)499-9649 $350 $649 
(714)693-0762 $370 $695 


$1295 


systems. PCBoard and PCBComm will 
then work together to decrease the work 
a user has to perform to accomplish a 
given task. Versions for DOS and Win- 
dows are under development. Clark 
Development Company, Inc., 3950 
South 700 East, Suite 303, Murray, Utah 
84107; (801)261-1686 voice; (801)261- 
8987 fax; (801)261-8976 support BBS. 


UNICODE VOLUME 1.0 
PUBLISHED 


The online lingua franca in the United 
States is of course ASCII (American 
Standard Code for Information Inter- 
change). ASCII is an 8-bit standard that 
simply assigns alphabetic, numeric, and 
grammatical characters to numbers. 
Universally all computers in the United 
States now recognize ASCII and know 
that the decimal number 65, for ex- 
ample, represents the upper case letter 
A while 66 represents B etc. And using 
the 8-bits available in a single trans- 
mitted character, there are 255 symbols 
that can be represented by ASCII. 


One problem that’s come up as we’ve 
begun connecting globally: 255 charac- 
ters doesn’t quite cover it. Many 
European alphabets sport characters not 
included in ASCII. When you get into 
Middle Eastern and Asian alphabets - 
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forget it. Many of these languages sport 
alphabets where the basic trimmed 
down economy version sports 5000 
characters. 


In general then, English is gaining 
ground as the common language online. 
But that leaves a lot of people 
worldwide unconnected. The solution 
seems to be to go to a two-byte or even 
four-byte character set. If two bytes 
were used to represent each character, 
for example, the resulting 16-bit code 
could represent 65,535 different charac- 
ters. This would be enough to represent 
most characters in al] the alphabets of 
the world. 


Unicode Inc. was formed by a consor- 
tium of American computer companies 
to promote a new 16-bit character set 
standard termed Unicode. They’ ve just 
published Volume 1.0 of Unicode list- 
ing the code for every alphabet character 
in the world with the exception of the 
Han characters for Korean, Japanese, 
and Chinese. An abbreviated Han char- 
acter set, designed as a common set for 
Asian languages, will be released later 
in 1992 as Volume 2.0 of the code. 


Converting to a new code, particularly 
one that involves a change in the number 
of bytes used to represent characters, is 
a revolutionary change for computer 
hardware and software. It will take 
decades to accomplish. One school of 
thought is that Unicode doesn’t go far 
enough. What if 65,535 someday isn’t 
enough? The International Standards 
Organization is methodically plodding 
toward a 32-bit standard - ISO 10646. 
This four-byte proposal would allow up 
to 4,294,967,295 characters. Unicode 
Inc., 1965 Charleston Road, Mountain 
View, CA 94043; (415)961-4189. 


INTEL INTRODUCES $699 
V.32bis MODEM 


Intel Corporation has introduced a new 
high speed modem termed the Intel 
14.4EX. The new model features 
CCITT V.32bis compatibility for 
14,400 bps connections and both MNP 
5 and V.42bis for error correction and 
compression. 


Priced at $699, the Intel 14.4EX 
modem offers 50 percent more perfor- 
mance than 9600 bps modems. The Intel 
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14.4EX modem also includes free 
CROSSTALK communications 
software and installation diagnostic 
software. The CROSSTALK software 
offers a choice of 13 different terminal 
emulations and eight different file trans- 
fer protocols, including ZMODEM. 


Intel’s 14.4EX is an external, full- 
duplex modem featuring full com- 
patibility with CCITT (International 
Consultative Committee on Telephone 
and Telegraph) V.32 modulation and 
V.42 error control. Intel’s 14.4EX also 
uses CCITT V.42bis data compression 
to compress data as much as fourfold, 
providing maximum throughput of 
57,600 bps. 


The modem features an attractive 
brushed stainless steel case with a plas- 
tic front panel somewhat similar to the 
conventional Hayes desktop modem 
style. The unit comes with an Installa- 
tion Guide, a Command Guide, and a 
Command Reference Card offering 
some of the most extensive documenta- 
tion we’ve seen with a modem. 


The modem offers a couple of unique 
features. Intel’s 14.4EX modem offers a 
quick connection option with the ATSn 
command. When enabled, this option 
can reduce the connect time by as much 
as half from the typical modem connec- 
tion time of 12 to 16 seconds. 


Intel’s 14.4EX modem also automat- 
ically determines the best speed for op- 
timal throughput. The modem has the 
ability to speed up and slow down to 
compensate for any gain or loss in phone 
line quality by adjusting the data trans- 
fer rate to 14,400 bps, 12,000 bps, 9600 
bps, 7200 bps and 4800 bps as needed - 
with line changes occurring in as little 
as 200 milliseconds. 


The Intel 14.4EX modem also supports 
communications with lower-speed 
modems by automatically negotiating 
the highest common speed when com- 
municating with 9600 bps, 4800 bps, 
2400 bps, 1200 bps or 300 bps modems. 


To ensure compatibility with the North 
American installed base of Microcom 
Networking Protocol (MNP) modems, 
the Intel 14.4EX supports MNP 1-5 for 
error control and data compression. 
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Intel is also providing an upgrade path 
for owners of its 9600 bps modem. Until 
January 31, userscan send their 9600EX 
modems to Intel for upgrading to 
V.32bis 14,400 bps, at a cost of $200. 
For information on the upgrade, call 
(800)732-0690. 


Intel’s 14.4EX modem offers a three- 
year limited warranty. Intel modems are 
sold in more than 2,000 retail computer 
stores in the United States and Canada. 


The company has been pretty progres- 
sive in putting their own products into 
play. They offer a FAXBACK service 
at (800)525-3019. This is essentially a 
voice mail BBS where you can "order" 
free product information that is faxed to 
your own fax machine. Follow the audio 
instructions to order document 9434 
which provides information on the 
14.4EX. You will be asked for your fax 
number and within a few minutes, the 
brochures and technical specifications 
come in on your fax. 


They also provide a capable product 
support BBS at (503)645-6275. You can 
download information on their sysop 
discount program. Qualifying bulletin 
board operators can purchase the 
14.4EX for $399 - a $300 discount from 
the list price. Intel, 5200 NE Elam 
Young Parkway, Hillsboro, OR 97124; 
(800)538-3373 voice; (800)458-6231 
fax; (503)645-6275 BBS. 


A MILLION U.S. STREET 
MAPS ON CD-ROM 


Delorme Mapping is currently offering 
a $99 CD-ROM disk containing over a 
million maps - and purportedly 
diagrams every street in every city, 
county, and state in the United States. 
Software supports searches by name, 
zip code, or phone number. The product 
runs under Windows 3.0 and requires a 
CD-ROM drive of course. Delorme 
Mapping, Main St. P.O. 298, Freeport, 
ME 04032; (207)865-1234. 


COCONUT COMPUTING 
SHIPS RELEASE 3.2 OF 
COCONET HOST 


Coconut Computing of La Jolla Califor- 
nia has announced release of new ver- 
sions of COCONET HOST, Coco- 
Talk, and COCONET Access Pro- 
gram software products. 


COCONET HOST is a multiline 
graphics-based BBS package running 
under SCO XENIX and UNIX operat- 
ing systems on IBM compatible 80386 
and 80486 PCs. The product provides a 
graphic interface, requiring a 
proprietary COCONET Access Pro- 
gram terminal software program, that 
we think is probably prettier and more 
functional in most respects than IBM’s 
PRODIGY service. The new Release 
3.2 of this product adds support for 
YMODEM file transfers, improved bill- 
ing functions, embedded graphics and 
fonts in text files, and enhancements to 
personal mail, discussions, and file ex- 
change areas. Host pricing ranges from 
$395 for a two-line version up to $2195 
for the unlimited version. 


Although COCONET HOST will pro- 
vide a plain ASCII interface to callers 
using any terminal program, the striking 
graphics interface comes into play only 
forcallers using the COCONET Access 
Program (CAP) terminal software. 
This software allows callers to view bit 
mapped images created with paint 
programs, scanned images, or vector 
graphics on an EGA, VGA, or Hercules 
display. The most recent version 91.10 
includes a simpler configuration menu, 
support for the YMODEM transfers 
added to COCONET HOST, and 
smaller RAM requirement. The ter- 
minal program can be used with mouse 
or keyboard and is distributed freely to 
COCONET HOST users who then dis- 
tribute it to their callers. 


Drawbacks to this package? UNIX is 
neither inexpensive nor a joy to instal] 
ona PC and COCONET HOST requires 
it. UNIX also tends to stumble with 
regards to performance when faced with 
high-speed file transfers on simul- 
taneous multiple lines. Electronic mail 
features on COCONET are compara- 
tively limited. And without the CAP 
program, this system is indeed plain. 
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But using CAP, this is THE most strik- 
ingly beautiful and easy to use online 
package available anywhere, at any 
price. You have to see it to believe it. The 
company operates a support BBS where 
you can obtain the CAP program and see 
it in action at (619)}456-0815. Coconut 
is also rumored to be working on Inter- 
net connections for COCONET HOST 
- very doable given the Unix operating 
system. Coconut Computing, Inc., 7946 
Ivanhoe Ave., Suite 303, La Jolla, CA 
92037; (619)456-2002 


2400 BPS MODEM WITH 
MNP5 AND V.42BIS - $109 


The Service Merchandise store chain 
has been offering a deal on 2400 bps 
modems worthy of note. Although the 
price of V.32 modems is dropping 
quickly, callers just getting their feet wet 
may still get a little prunish about the 
$300 minimum buy in. Service Mer- 
chandise has offered a solid 2400 bps 
external mode] at $139 and has dis- 
counted it in December for as little as 
$109. 


The modem is the Boca Research 2400, 
Service Merchandise catalog number 
E2400BCA. This is an external modem 
with a metal case, front panel indicator 
lights, speaker, and a 25 to 9-pin RS-232 
serial port adapter. It features both the 
Microcom Networking Protocol 
(MNP) level 1 through 5 for error cor- 
rection and compression and the more 
advanced CCITT V.42bis error correc- 
tion/compression protocol. It also fea- 
tures an unusual FIVE YEAR warranty 
and while most low-priced modems fea- 
ture the ubiquitous terminal software 
from hell, BITCOM, the Boca Research 
modem comes with DataStorm’s 
PROCOMM terminal program - in an 
earlier shareware, but still powerful ver- 
sion. We haven’t tested it, but one 
Chicago BBS operator bought ten of 
them and can’t stop raving ‘about them. 
Boca Research, Inc., 6413 Congress 
Ave., Boca Raton, FL 44387; (407)241- 
8088 voice; (407)997-0918 fax; 
(407)241-1601 BBS. 
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COMPUSERVE ADDS 
EAASY SABRE AIRLINE 
RESERVATIONS 


CompuServe Information Service an- 
nounced addition of American Airlines 
EAASY SABRE air travel database. 
EAASY SABRE provides access to 
some 45 million fares from 600 airlines 
worldwide, updated daily. The service 
also includes information on 27,000 
hotels and 57 rental car companies. The 
EAASY SABRE system attempts to 
make sense of the hundreds of travel 
codes used by most travel agencies by 
providing context-sensitive help 
screens offering plain English 
equivalents and a Bargain Finder func- 
tion that automatically finds the least 
expensive fare for any given itinerary. 
The service allows callers to check 
flight availability, locate lowest fares, 
purchase tickets, and reserve hotel 
rooms and rental cars online. Compu- 
Serve currently claims 890,000 users. 
CompuServe Information Service, 5000 
Arlington Centre Boulevard, PO Box 
20212, Columbus, OH 43220; 
(800)848-8199; (614)457-8600. 


ONE BBSCON 
CONVENTION OPENS 
FOR REGISTRATION 


Plans for the Online Networking Ex- 
position and Bulletin Board System 
Convention (ONE BBSCON) have 
firmed up and the ONE, Inc. group 
began taking registrations as of 
January 1, 1992. This meeting of over 
1000 BBS operators will be held at the 
Stouffer Concourse Hotel, adjacent to 
Denver’s Stapleton International Air- 
port, August 13-16, 1992. 


The convention is planned primarily as 
an information event with three days of 
sessions covering the BBS industry. 
Five session tracks are planned with 
sessions on BBS networks, the Internet, 
BBS software and technology, educa- 
tion and political issues, and an ex- 
panded series of sessions on how to 
operate a BBS for profit. A trade show 
floor area will accommodate fifty in- 
dustry vendors displaying the latest in 
online software and technology. 


The Stouffer Concourse Hotel provides 
400 rooms and function space for the 
event. The entire hotel is reserved forthe 
convention August 13-16 and a special 
convention room rate of $75 per room 
per night single/double occupancy and 
$85 triple/quad is a significant discount 
from Stouffer’s normal $130 per night 
rate. According to Andrew Harper’s 
Hideaway Report Newsletter, Stouffer 
Concourse rates number one among the 
top ten U.S. airport hotels based on an 
annual survey of traveling business ex- 
ecutives. 


Registration for ONE BBSCON has 
been set at $225 per person with dis- 
counts to $175 for registrations received 
prior to August 1 and to $125 for those 
received before May 1, 1992. ONE, 
Inc., 4255 South Buckley Road, Suite 
308, Aurora, CO, 80013; (303)693- 
5253 voice; (303)693-5432 BBS; 
(303)693-5518 fax. 


EVEREX 560MB TAPE 
BACKUP UNIT 


Everex now offers a 560MB mini 
cartridge tape backup system. The 
Excel 560 works on a Small Computer 
Systems Interface (SCSI) and with data 
compression can store over 1 GB of data 
on a single cartridge. The device is pur- 
portedly quite fast with a 32MB per 
minute data rate. External version is 
$1729. Everex, (800)628-3837. 


OVER ONE THIRD OF TOP 
SELLING SOFTWARE 
PACKAGES NOW 
COMMUNICATIONS 
RELATED 


We noted an interesting element to the 
latest Ingram Micro software sales rank- 
ings. Five of the top fifteen packages 
ranked by sales were purely telecom- 
munications software products. Addi- 
tionally, Microsoft Windows, Microsoft 
Office for Windows, PC Tools, and 
Microsoft Works all feature an integral 
communications program. Procomm 
Plus 2.0, once a shareware terminal pro- 
gram, actually ranked third in the nation 
in commercial software sales. The sales 
as of November | based on 12,000 retail 
stores. 


eee 
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1. Windows 3.0 

2. QEMM-386 6.0 
3.Procomm Plus 2.0 

4. Quicken 5.0 

5. Calendar Creator Plus 4.0 
6. Norton Utilities 6.01 

7. pcAnywhere IV 


8. Microsoft Office for Windows 
9. Quickpay 

10.Direct Access 5.1 

11. Carbon Copy Plus 6.0 

12. Prodigy Start-up Kit 3.1 

13. PC Tools Deluxe 7.1 
14.Norton Desktop for Windows 
15. Microsoft Works 2.0 


GALACTICOMM 
ANNOUNCES TERMINAL 
PROGRAM FOR MAJOR 
BBS 


Bulletin boards offer companies who 
employ them some notable advantages 
in cost and efficiency. The store and 
forward nature of BBSs can vastly im- 
prove communications between 
employees on the go, often in different 
time zones. The problem is often in 
training employees to use the systems. 
Once they work with one for a few 
weeks, they generally do NOT want to 
go back to telephone tag. But there is a 
learning curve when starting out with 
terminal software such as Procomm, 
Crosstalk, or Qmodem. While a case 
could be made that it is well worth the 
effort, many of these people need about 
10% of the features of these programs 
and just want to dial the system and read 
their e-mail. 


Galacticomm, Inc. has announced an 
easy to use terminal program MAJOR 
BBS operators can offer their callers at 
no charge with no license or royalty 
fees. It installs in seconds and can be 
configured by the system operator so 
that the callers really don’t have to deal 
with much in the way of options. The 
program actually searches and finds a 
modem connected to the host computer 
and initializes it. The user enters DIAL 
BBSNAME from the DOS command 
line and they’re on the system. 
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The program is appropriately enough 
titled DIAL. It’s not competitive with a 
full featured terminal product, but it’s 
not meant to be. It allows a company to 
hand a diskette to one of their non-tech- 
nical people and they can use a simple 
command to access a specific BBS. It 
supports one file transfer protocol which 
eliminates the whole issue of which one 
to use. And it supports the right one - 
ZMODEM for file transfers. The sys- 
tem operator can even set the logon ID 
and password - eliminating the caller 
from the logon process completely. 


Both DIAL and the companion sysop 
configuration utility CFGDIAL are 
freely available for download from the 
Galacticomm demo BBS at (305)583- 
7808 in the MAJORBBS file directory. 
Galacticomm, Inc. 4101 SW 47 Ave., 
Suite 101, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314; 
(305)583-5990 voice; (305)583-7846 
fax. 


TELEBIT CORP. 
ANNOUNCES $499 T3000 
MODEM PURCHASE PLAN 


By Alan Bechtold - BPS 


Telebit Corp., maker of high-speed 
modems, dial-up networking and wide- 
area communications products, has in- 
troduced a Loyalty Pays program offer- 
ing existing Telebit modem customers 
the opportunity to purchase the new 
T3000 modem at a reduced price and 
receive a complimentary upgrade to 
Telebit’s Packetized Ensemble Protocol 
(PEP). 


The program allows customers owning 
specific Telebit modems to purchase a 
maximum of two T3000 standalone 
models at the reduced price of $499 
each, saving the customer over $500 per 
modem. Models that qualify for the pro- 
gram include the T1000, T2000, Trail- 
Blazer Plus, T1500, T1600, T2500, 
T3000, and QBlazer. 


Telebit is also supplying the customer 
with acomplimentary PEP upgrade with 
each T3000 purchase. 


Telebit’s PEP technology, first imple- 
mented with the TrailBlazer product 
family, divides the voice band width of — 


BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE 
Announces the Boardwatch 100 
Reader’s Choice Bulletin Board Contest 


WIN A FREE U.S. ROBOTICS HIGH SPEED MODEM 
Boardwatch Magazine is sponsoring a contest to find the 100 most popular bulletin board systems in North America - and 
the ONE BBS most popular among callers. The contest will run from January 1, 1992 through July 1, 1992. Winners will 
be announced at the Online Networking Exposition and BBS Convention (ONE BBSCON) held at the Stouffer Concourse 


Hotel in Denver Colorado, August 13-16, 1992. The Boardwatch 100 list will be published in subsequent issues of Boardwatch 
Magazine and distributed in electronic form world-wide. 


PRIZES FOR VOTERS PRIZES FOR BULLETIN BOARD OPERATORS 
All valid ballots submitted by voters will be entered in a random 
sweepstakes drawing. As of the opening date of this contest, prizes include 1ST PRIZE 


two U.S. Robotics Courier V.32bis modems - and more are on the way. Two 
valid ballots will be selected from all entries and each will receive a free USR 
modem - the high speed modem used by more BBS operators than any other. 
Each voter can vote once, for a single bulletin board system. Each ballot 
must be fully completed, and we will verify ballots as necessary. 


Air fare, hotel accommodations and registration at ONE BBSCON for two is 
awarded to the system receiving the most votes. Additionally, the system 
will be featured on the cover of Boardwatch Magazine with an accompanying 
feature length story about their system and a free full-page black and white 
advertisement in Boardwatch Magazine for a period of six months. 
Boardwatch Readers Choice Top Rated BBS plaque to be awarded at a 
HOW TO VOTE special award ceremony at ONE BBSCON. 
1. Complete this ballot and mail or fax to: 


TOP TEN 
BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE The ten most popular bulletin boards selected by the voters will each receive 
READERS CHOICE BBS CONTEST an award plaque, a feature story on their system in Boardwatch Magazine, 
7586 West Jewell Ave.. Suite 200 a special top ten BBS listing in the magazine, and a quarter-page black and 
Tealtet nd tO 80232 white advertisement in three successive issues. Additionally, they will be 
Ww ? 


listed in the Boardwatch 100 BBS list. 
Fax (303) 986-8754 


TOP ONE HUNDRED 
. Or, dial the Boardwatch BBS at (303) 973-4222 and complete the online The 100 bulletin boards receiving the most votes will each be listed in the 
ballot provided on the main menu. Balloting closes at Midnight, July1,1992. | Boardwatch 100 readers choice BBS list. This list will be published in 
NOTE: Boardwatch Magazine BBS is NOT eligible to win. Boardwatch Magazine and freely distributed electronically on thousands of 
bulletin boards world-wide. 


We held a very rough form of this contest several years ago. It generated less than 1,000 votes to select the top 100 bulletin 


boards. That means they averaged just 10 votes per board. Your vote can have a tremendous impact on the outcome of this 
contest! 


The Boardwatch 100 Reader’s Choice Bulletin Board Contest 


TITLE OF BBS YOU NOMINATE AS THE BEST IN NORTH AMERICA: 


PRIMARY BBS ACCESS TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


WHY IS THIS THE BEST BBS IN NORTH AMERICA? 


VOTER NAME: VOICE TELEPHONE NUMBER: 
STREET ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE/PROVINCE: ZIP OR POSTAL CODE: COUNTRY: 


COMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE YOU USE: 


MODEM MANUFACTURER AND MODEL: 


HIGHEST MODEM SPEED YOUR MODEM SUPPORTS? [1]1200bps []2400bps [ ]9600bps [ ] 14,400 bps 


AGE: PROFESSION: 


SIGNATURE: DATE: 


nels, analyzes their data-carrying 
capability and then selects the quantity 
of data to send on each channel. 


As line noise increases, PEP modems 
have the capability to gradually reduce 
the transmission speed in 100 bps decre- 
ments maximizing error-free transmis- 
sions over the noisiest lines. 


"Telebit values its customers and the 
Loyalty Pays program is our oppor- 
tunity to give them the standards of V.32 
and V.32bis technology with the robust 
performance of PEP at an extremely low 
price," said Michael Ballard, vice presi- 
dent of business development. 


The Loyalty Pays program will run 
from Dec. 9, 1991 through March 31, 
1992. After this expiration date, the 
T3000 will be available for a list price 
of $949 and the PEP upgrade for $199. 
Telebit Corp., 1315 Chesapeake Ter- 
race, Sunnyvale, CA 94089; (800)835- 
3248 or (408)734-4333. 


MUSTANG INTRODUCES 
QMODEM 5.0 - FIRST 
RETAIL VERSION OF 
POPULAR SHAREWARE 
COMMUNICATIONS 
PACKAGE 


Mustang Software Inc., developer of 
Wildcat! BBS software, has followed 
up on the October acquisition of The 
Forbin Project’s Qmodem terminal pro- 
gram with a new release of the software 
as a commercial program available on 
store shelves. Most notably, the new 
version 5.0 of Qmodem includes a new 
off-line mail reader. Qmodem becomes 
the first commercial terminal software 
offering with BBS offline mail 
capabilities. 


The new release features a list price of 
$99, widely discounted by retail dis- 
tributors such as Software Etc. The com- 
pany will promote the new version to 
existing Qmodem users and Wildcat! 
system operators at a special $35 price. 
The previous version 4.5 will remain 
shareware as a demonstration program. 


Qmodem is going up on the shelf against 
such leaders as Procomm Plus 2.0, also 
previously a shareware title. According 
to Ingram Micro, Procomm is currently 
the third most popular software product 
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in the country after Microsoft Windows 
3.0 and Quarterdeck’s QEMM memory 
manager. Given Qmodem’s popularity 
as a shareware title with an estimated 
250,000 users, it should do well on the 
shelf as well. 


With version 5.0, Qmodem becomes the 
first terminal program to incorporate an 
offline mail reader program. Offline 
mail readers allow callers to dial in toa 
local BBS and download a custom 
tailored mail packet containing mes- 
sages to them and from specific message 
conferences they wish to monitor. They 
then logoff the system and read/respond 
to messages offline on their own system 
at their leisure. Later, they can dial the 
same BBS and upload a packet of mail 
responses which are then inserted into 
the conferences by the BBS software. 
This concept originated with Sparky 
Herring’s Qmail Deluxe program and 
his .QWK message format has become 
a standard on bulletin board systems. 


MSI had previously acquired Silly Lit- 
tle Mail Reader (SLMR - usually 
pronounced "slimer”) which was a par- 
ticularly easy to install reader. Users 
can easily read, edit, and reply to mes- 
sages in dozens of conferences - all OFF 
line. This technology has been incor- 
porated in Qmodem 5.0, bringing the 
dialing and offline mail capabilities 
under one package. 


The new version also includes an ex- 
panded dialing directory function. Up to 
200 numbers can be stored in each direc- 
tory and the program can access multi- 
ple directories. Several new terminal 
emulations have been added and the 
installation simplified to allow users to 
simply pick their modem from a pick list 
of 90 widely used modems. This 
eliminates the usual new caller hurdle of 
trying to devine the modem initializa- 
tion string for their modem. 


Qmodem has a good script language 
used to automate routine online tasks. 
The new version includes an improved 
“learn mode" that allows non-technical 
users to generate scripts by simply 
recording their activities. Mustang 
Software, Inc., Mustang Software, Inc., 
P.O. Box 2264, Bakersfield, CA 93303; 
800-999-9619 voice; (805)395-0713 
fax; (805)395-0650 BBS. 


BOARDWATCH 
MAGAZINE ANNOUNCES 
BOARDWATCH 100 
READER’S CHOICE BBS 
CONTEST 


Boardwatch Magazine has announced 
a Boardwatch 100 Reader’s Choice 
BBS Contest, to run from January 1, 
1992 through July 1, 1992. Callers from 
across North America are invited to sub- 
mit ballots nominating their favorite 
BBS to the Boardwatch 100. 


The contest is open to any electronic 
bulletin board system operating in North 
America. Each caller will be limited to 
a single ballot and ballots will be 
verified as necessary by caller address 
and telephone number. 


The operators of the BBS receiving the 
most nominations will attend the ONE 
BBSCON as the guest of Boardwatch 
Magazine to receive their award. Air 
fare, hotel accommodations, and 
registration for two will be awarded 
along with a plaque honoring the num- 
ber one BBS in North America. Addi- 
tionally, the top rated system will be 
featured in a cover story in Boardwatch 
Magazine, and will be provided with a 
full page black and white advertisement 
for their system in Boardwatch 
Magazine for a period of six months. 


The other nine of the top ten BBS 
selected by Boardwatch Readers will 
each receive an award plaque, feature 
stories on their systems in Boardwatch 
Magazine, inclusion in a special TOP 
TEN listing, and a free quarter page 
advertisement in Boardwatch Magazine 
for three months. 


The 100 bulletin boards receiving the 
most votes will be ranked by vote in the 
Boardwatch 100 Reader’s Choice 
BBS List, published in Boardwatch 
Magazine and freely distributed 
electronically world wide. 


A random sweepstakes drawing will be 
held from all valid ballots received and 
U.S. Robotics V.32bis modems 


provided by USR willbe awardedtotwo _ 


callers. 


Ballots printed in Boardwat 
Magazine, or downloaded in electro 
form from any bulletin board syste 


Target Your Customers 


Why advertise your BBS only in your area or in a media where you 
can not be sure if the person that is reading your ad has a computer? 
How do you know that the business community Worldwide is not 
interested in the products or services that your BBS offers? There 
is a large number of people, world-wide, seeking many types of data, 
facts, trade, professional services or specialized information on 
various cities around the world. If your BBS provides the 
information or advertises the services that those people are 
looking for — CONGRATULATIONS — you have yourself a 
customer.... Well, only if they know that your BBS exists. 


International Exposure 


EURONET is providing your BBS with a comprehensive package, 
when upgrading your system, adding to your efforts of differentiating 
your BBS from the rest at no additional cost. Even though you may 
already have software running your BBS, think of the future... 
PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE GLOBAL COMPETITION..with 
the TBBS advance communication business system from Esoft, INC. 
your system may establish a MULTI-LINGUAL communication 
environment that provides simultaneous access to shared files and 
data with up to 64 users in a single PC using DOS...BE PREPARED 
TO COMPETE..on a high-speed environment supporting V.32 and 
V.42bis. This software in combination with added modules like 
TDBS (the Data Base System) which extends the transparent file 
sharing capabilities of TBBS to the dBASE language, allows your 
BBS to offer any multiuser remote access to any of your database 
MULTI-LINGUAL applications. THINK OF THE GLOBAL 
POSSIBLITIES...and, when you complete your system with TIMS 
(The Integrated Mail System) module your BBS will be READY TO 
COMPETE with ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME... Along with 
the purchase of TBBS and TDBS software modules EURONET is 
including several benefits. 


Name 
Address 
City. 
Country 


State 


Modem setting and telephone ( ) 


Please include a description of your BBS Services (150 words maximum) 
Indicate the category letter and total price 


BBS owner's signature: 


*EURONET ia a trademark of EURONET,INC.*TBBS/TDBS are trademarks of eSoft, *dBase ia a trademark of Ashton Tata Corporation. 


Is Your BBS 
The Best Kept 
Secret....... 


How are you going to make your BBS services available Worldwide 
to the business community without depleting your financial budget? 


The Power To Grow 


QEURONET will promote your BBS by providing a description of all 
your services (150 words maximum) for a full FREE YEAR in a media 
with world-wide access, under the title of: Public and Corporate 
Source of On-line Information Services. 

O EURONET will furnish your BBS with a full FREE YEAR 
subscription of Boardwatch Magazine to anywhere in the world. 


Price Information 


Cat. Version TBBS TDBS TOTAL 
(A) 16 lines 975 1,075 $2,050 
(B) 32 lines 1,575 1,875 3,450 
(C) 64 lines 1,875 2,375 4,250 
(D) International BBS Promotion (1 year) 675 
(E) V.32 Modem with MNP-5, V.42 & V.42 bis 885 


A FREE year subscription to Boardwatch Magazine and a full FREE 

year promotion of the BBS is included in catagories (A), (B) and (C). 
(The above prices do not include shipping and handling) 

If you want to be considered THE on-line information service 

provider you have always dreamed of...ACT NOW! This is the time 

to prepare for the GLOBAL competition...THE LONGER YOU 


POSTPONE YOUR MOVE, THE FURTHER AHEAD THE 
COMPETITION WILL BE! 


EUR@ONET’ 


1718 M Street, N.W. Suite 115 
Washington, DC 200386 
U.S.A. 


Voice (301) 864-1513 Fax (301) 864-2554 


Charge my: (] oO 


Card No: 


Zip-Code 
Telephone ( ) 


Exp. date: / 


Print full name: 


Total price $ 
Date 


Cat.# 


and printed out, may be mailed to: 
Boardwatch Magazine, Reader’s 
Choice BBS Contest, 7586 West Jewell 
Ave, Suite 200, Lakewood, CO 80232 
or faxed to (303)986-8754. Callers who 
prefer to vote electronically may dial the 
Boardwatch BBS at (303)973-4222 to 
complete an online electronic ballot - 
(press V from main menu). Each caller 
is limited to a single ballot and 
Boardwatch Magazine will verify/dis- 
card ballots as necessary. All ballots 
must be completed in full and received 
prior to midnight, July 1, 1992. Contest 
results will be announced at the ONE 
BBSCON scheduled for August 13-16, 
1992 in Denver Colorado. 


ANTERIOR TECHNOLOGY 
OFFERS WIRELESS 
HEADLINE NEWS 
SERVICES TO PAGERS 


by Alan Bechtold - BPS 


Anterior Technology’s AgentSee Head- 
lines is a new information service sup- 
plying headlines of domestic and inter- 
national news, business and financial 
developments, sporting events and 
weather reports to alphanumeric paging 
subscribers in both local and nationwide 
markets. 


“AgentSee Headlines are derived from 
14 newswires and provide an extensive 
breadth of coverage of national and 
world news," said Geoffrey S. Goodfel- 
low, president and CEO of Anterior 
Technology. "The headlines service can 
greatly enhance the value of a carrier’s 
alphanumeric paging service." 


The standard AgentSee Headlines ser- 
vice includes transmission of domestic 
and international news, business 
developments and sports event head- 
lines at 8 a.m., Noon, and 4 p.m., ineach 
carrier’s local time zone. Local weather 
reports are supplied once daily, in the 
morning, and the Dow Jones average is 
transmitted every half hour during 
market hours. 


The service can be custom-tailored for 
each radio common carrier’s specific 
market needs and air-time requirements. 
Headline categories can be batched and 
sent to carriers at specific times 
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throughout the day. An hourly update 
option is available if more frequent 
reports are desired. 


Other common indicators are available 
onacustom basis, including the 10 Most 
Active Stocks, Spot Crude Prices, Pre- 
cious Metals Prices and Futures 
Markets. 


Headlines are provided to the carrier 
preformatted and are relayed to the 
carrier’s paging terminal from 
Anterior’s data center over the public 
switched telephone network using 
standard dial-up modems. A paging car- 
rier need not purchase additional special 
equipment, nor install special satellite 
links, hardware, or software. The ser- 
vice is structured for a carrier to transmit 
on acommon paging "cap" oridentifica- 
tion code, with or without a per-sub- 
scriber charge. 


A no-obligation one-month trial is being 
offered to introduce paging carriers to 
the service. “We believe the service will 
sell itself when paging carrier operators 
and users see it," Goodfellow said. 


The standard AgentSee Headlines ser- 
vice fee is US $600 per city on a month- 
by-month basis. Additional cities may 
be added on a sliding cost scale. 


Anterior Technology is a communica- 
tions services company, and has been 
providing turnkey electronic mail 
gateway and information services since 
1988. In addition to providing "wired" 
E-mail gateway services for Lotus 
cc:Mail, Internet and Unix, UUCP and 
USENET sites, Anterior offers Radio- 
Mail, a wireless electronic mail and in- 
formation delivery service. 


For more information, contact: Anterior 
Technology, (415)328-5615. 


TELEBIT QBLAZER 
REVIEW 


by Dave Hughes 

Without looking at the price tag ($740 
retail, $560 direct from Telebit as an 
opener), I sent for overnight delivery of 
the new (6 weeks shipping) Telebit Q- 
Blazer 9,600 baud PORTABLE (9 
volts, 2 hours) V.32, V.42bis, 2400/1200 
CCITT and Bell, MNP through 5, 
modem which is a 2 1/4 inch cube (i.e. 
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mighty small) modem. I was as excited 
as a kid on Christmas when it came. I 
can report the following: 


That cube is small and very light (8 02). 
Just as advertised. 


As I suspected, it needs an external 
transformer for wall power. BUT the 
transformer is also quite small (whew!) 
Smaller than the cube modem itself, 
designed to plug directly into the wall 
with two prongs, with a very light 6-foot 
DC voltage line to go into the modem 
with a standard little tubular plus/minus 
power plug. Industry standard. 


The transformer, as I also suspected 
does not show the ability to be used with 
220 (European) volts, but is 110 volts 60 
cycle input and 9 volts, 400 Ma output. 
BUT, the design of the modem connec- 
tor, transformer etc. tells me that if I 
can’t use it on 220, all I would need is a 
220 50 cycle in, 400 Ma orso, 9 volt out, 
and a standard jack connector and I can 
do it. Nothing about the small trans- 
former looks proprietary - in fact it is 
brand named "Strong World" made in 
Taiwan. And the modem is designed to 
work on Bell (US) and CCITT standards 
for its various speeds. It’s international. 


Then the little case holds the cube, the 
transformer, all cables and connectors 
comfortably. With velcro strips and, zip- 
per, and astrap back which makes it look 
like a quarter-sized soft material Fanny 
pack, and could actually be put on a belt 
or computer case strap. Nice ergonomic 
design throughout. One fat manual and 
a little cheat sheet folder which will fit 
in the case. It also comes with a terminal 
program I never heard of, but has been ~ 
optimized for the QBlazer, called 
MTEZ, from Magic Soft. And it has just 
about all the features one would need - 
from ZMODEM protocols through 
many terminal emulations - and menu- 
driven ways to put the QBlazer into 
many different Register and AT com- 
mand settings. 


And the QBlazer has plenty of modes - 
42 Registers and 30 AT modes. They 
look like the complete set of a powerful 
T2500 Telebit (which is a huge modem 
with an equally large power supply). 
less the proprietary PEP protocol. But 
with the V.42bis, the QBlazer is rated up 
to 38,400 bits per second when con- 
nected to any 9600 bps V.42bis modem. 


The cube has one RJ11 outlet, the male 
9 volt prong receptacle, and a PS2 round 
DIN connector RS232 port. But then 
Telebit includes. several data connec- 
tors, covering all bets. A Mac serial 
cable, a DIN to 9 pin RS232 connector, 
and a 9 pin to 25 pin RS232 adapter. All 
of which fit in the case too. 


There are, surprisingly enough, 8 status 
lights on the front - SD, RD, DCD, 
DTR, OH, EC, MR, LB. EC for error 
correcting - which blinks when com- 
pression - either V.42bis or MNPS are in 
use. And the MR light blinks slowly to 
conserve the battery if it is used. The LB 
is a low battery light. All very small 
recessed LEDs, but very informative. 


Looking inside it even has a speaker!! 
Plenty loud. 


The battery compartment is plain stand- 
ard, with one of those 9 volt battery snap 
on connectors on a short wire (which 
means, as I leamed long ago with the 
Touchbase modem you can use to get 9 
volts in other ways too.) 


I have used the QBlazer on my Toshiba 
laptop, a 386 Notebook, with Procomm, 
CTlink and PP3 NAPLPS terminal 
programs, and on a Mac LC under 
Zterm. Both with wall power and on 
Radio Shack 9v alkaline batteries. It 
uses the AT&T digital signal processor 
(DSP) chip to perform 9600 bps V.32 
connections. With the exception of two 
2400 baud Brand X modems | dialed 
into, it has connected properly to over 
twenty 9600, 2400, and 1200 baud 
modems. These include Hayes, 
USRobotics, Multitech (in a call to a 
BBS in Norway) and Telebit T2500s on 
Colorado Supemet. All at a true 9600 
error checking baud. I could not detect 
any differences with this tiny modem 
from the 9600s I have periodically used 
for the same purpose. 


I have not had a chance to measure 
throughput, but I can say I am just as 
happy the moming after getting this not- 
so-cheap modem, as I was whenever I 
got a train for Christmas, lo those many 
years ago. 


Since I took a chance when I bought a 
more powerful notebook computer with 
a Marstek scanner port built in (a very 
rare feature), and so forfeited the pos- 
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Oracomm™ 
Multiuser BBS Software 


Standard features include: 


@ 1 to 33 users without additional 
multifasker or LAN. 

@ Download the I-user Shareware 
from 619/346-1608 FREE! 

@ 3-user Registered Shareware 
version is only $59. 

@ Netmail, Echo Boards, 
Network File Transfer. 

@ Public, Private, and 
EXCLUSIVE Internode Chat. 

@ Ctree ISAM General Purpose. 
Database for fast access. 

@ More features than any other BBS. 

@ All systems are complete. 
No expensive add-ons. 

@ FREE Demo disk upon request. 

Write for additional information and pricing. 


SURF COMPUTER SERVICES, INC. 
71-540 Gardess Rd., Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 


Voice: 619/346-9430 


BBS: 619/346-1608 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 


sibility of an internal modem, this little 
beauty - with battery power - really 
matches the power of the modem to the 
power of my 20MHz 386 laptop. I have 
to make many a demonstration on the 
road with my laptop. Now I have all the 
modem power I need for calling from 
just about any phone in the world. Like 
ET, I really *can* call home through all 
the line noise that defeats other modems. 


The QBlazer features a two year warran- 
ty. Telebit Corp., 1315 Chesapeake Ter- 
race, Sunnyvale, CA 94089; (800)835- 
3248 or (408)734-4333. 


[Dave Hughes is president of Old 
Colorado City Communications. He 
can be reached by Internet e-mail as 
dave% oldcolo@csn.org - Editor]. 


AT&T EXITS TELEGRAPH 
BUSINESS 


Familiar to the world over through the 
clackety-clack of ticker tape machines 
and teletypewriters, telegraphy has been 
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gradually bowing out of the telecom- 
munications picture during the last 
twenty years. 


The nonstop chatter has been replaced 
by the hum of laser printers and the 
electronic beeps on computer screens. 
AT&T, a leading innovator and major 
service provider of telegraphy, an- 
nounced it is withdrawing the service 
due to the universal availability of 
lower-cost, higher quality digital 
telecommunications services. 


"The incredible advances in our in- 
dustry mean customers can get more for 
less," said Wes Bartlett, AT&T district 
manager, Business Communications 
Services. "Today’s digital technology 
can transmit information hundreds of 
thousands of times faster than teleg- 
raphy and is considerably more cost-ef- 
fective for users." 


"Telegraphy has been to the twentieth 
century what state-of-the-art digital 
telecommunications services will be to 


WILLA (3B 


Chicagoland's Largest System 
Since 1988 


Aquila has filled the computer screens of Chicagoland for over three years, 
growing from a single modem line system in 1988 to over 25 lines in 1992. 
Aquila's success over the years is due to the enthusiastic support of our users. 
New callers are encouraged to download our current file list and electranic mail 
conference listing. A short guided tour highlighting our system services is also 
available for new users. All of our information is automatically mailed to you to 
read in the comfort of your home or office. So pick up your modem ancl give us 
a call! You will find Aquila BBS to be the most valuable bulletin board in your 
dialer. 


Programs - Thousands.On-Line___ 


Give your modem a workout! We add new shareware and public domain 
programs everyday. Over 400 programs are added weekly. With more than 5 
Gigabytes of on-line storage, we stock over 50 thousand programs. Aquila 
makes it easy to find the programs that are important to you, by organizing them 
into 120+ categories everyday. 


With Windows becoming the most popular user interface around, we make an 
extra effort to keep you supplied with the latest programs and enhancements by 
devoting a special conference area just for Windows containing 2000+ files 
organized into 40+ file directories categories. 


Our organization and the latest programs make our file areas the most popular 


around. These are just a few of our most popular categories available: The AQUILA BBS Team (Left to right: Kevin & Kristy Behrens, Steve Williams, Chris Babb) 
Diagnostic Utilities Computer Games Business - Finance - Tax Icons - Icon Managers 
System Enhancements Music and Midi Sound Files Novell and Lan Utilities Wallpaper - BMP’s 
File Organizers Computer Animations Database Multi-Media Related 
Word Processing CAD Drawing Utilities Programming Fonts - Font Utilities 
New User Information 
All first time callers receive by mail, our printed 'New User Information’ and 'E-Mail Conference Directory’ avez) >) RNS 
guide, as well as a ‘Quick Command Guide' to help you get the most out of Aquila. The new user information ny 2) DS 


covers system services such as answers to commonly asked questions, USAToday, Boardwatch Magazine, and 708-820-8344 
Electronic Mail off-line readers. The 'Quick Command Guide' is a desktop lookup for using Aquila commands. New User Information 


-Aquila.Starter.Kit 


Callers that are new to modem communications will find 'The Aquila Starter Kit' a great time-saver. Easy for 
the beginner and helpful for the expert! This $39.95 kit includes the following: 


Procomm (communications program) Our complete file listing on floppy disk 
Full documentation for all BBS commands Off-Line E-Mail Reader 
Off-line file browsing program Three month basic membership 


Around The World E-MAIL__@ 


1 = 
ae a el te Vo = 


Over 450 Conference Topics SCY 


We currently echo to and from ILink, RIME, Fido-Net and Throbnet with more to come in the near future. You 
can get virtually any question answered here and join in on lively discussions with people from across the 
country and around the world. We also publish our own ‘E-Mail Directory’ that is sent to all users of Aquila 
BBS. This directory lists all of our conferences by category and gives a brief description of the topic of each one. 
Here is a small sampling of over 450 interesting topics that we offer: 


General Discussion Vendor Support For-Sale 
Computer Related Programming Languages Current Events 


Call Today ! Modem - (708) 820-8344 - Instant Access 
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the next century," Bartlett added. "We 
are proud of our contributions in both 
areas." 


In some sense, telegraphy was actually 
the first digital service - although a very 
simplified version compared with 
today’s technology - since it was 
produced on the customer’s premises in 
terms of "on or off," or "dash or space." 
It was converted to analog for transmis- 
sion. 


Telegraphy usage accelerated rapidly 
during the 1920s when the financial in- 
dustry adopted the technology to send 
records of transactions. At that time, 
news organizations began using 
telegraph service for transmitting 
stories between offices. 


In November, 1931 the Bell System in- 
augurated the teletypewriter exchange 
service, often called the TWX 
(pronounced “twicks") service. It 
provided a complete communications 
system for the wnitten word, including 
teletypewriters, transmission channels 
and switchboards. 


Telegraphy was adopted by many kinds 
of businesses, including utility com- 
panies, alarm companies, airlines, and 
brokerages as well as government agen- 
cies. It was used heavily through the 
1960s. 


Most of AT&T’s telegraph service cus- 
tomers have been converted to digital 
private line services such as 
DATAPHONE Digtial Service and 
ACCUNET. 


"Our name remains American 
Telephone and Telegraph," Bartlett said. 
"it is an historic name and our legacy. 
We are proud to have a corporate name 
that spans generations of communica- 
tions technology.” 


"Despite rapid technological change, 
AT&T remains focused on helping 
people communicate," Bartlett added. 
"Telegraphy helped bring us to this 
point. Digital technology is taking us 
into a new era of global messaging." 


Telegraph service made it possible to 
communicate large volumes of informa- 
tion between two or more locations. 
Telegraph circuits permitted customers 
to send to each other a printed or hard 
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copy version of the information at 
reasonably cost, which was impractical 
with the telephone. At it’s peak in 1970, 
telegraphy could transmit data at 150 
bits per second. 


1887: First private-line telegraph ser- 
vice installed for L.H. Taylor & Co., 
brokers, between their offices in New 
York and Philadelphia. 

1888: First service for news media cus- 
tomer, Globe Newspaper Company, be- 
tween New York and Boston 

1915: Teletype offers speeds of 30 or 50 
words per minute. 

1920s: Press and financial markets cre- 
ate a boom for usage of the service. 
1939: Speed reaches 75 words per 
minute. 

1944: Speed reaches 100 words per 
minute. 

1957: Teleprinter introduces speeds of 
300 words per minute. 

1970s: Decline in usage begins as 
electronic data processing replaces 
many telegraph functions. 

1980s: Wireless and digital methods ac- 
celerate decline 

1991: AT&T exits telegraph service. 


U.S. ROBOTICS 
RELEASES FIRST 
EARNINGS REPORT 


U.S. Robotics has released its first 
financial report as a publicly traded 
company (NASDAQ:USRX) with the 
results for the fourth quarter and the 
fiscal year ended September 30, 1991. 
USR had a public stock offering on Oc- 
tober 11. 


Revenues for the quarter were 
$21,609,000, a 35.9% improvement 
over the same quarter last year. Net in- 
come for the period was $1,853,000 - a 
50.7% increase representing earnings 
of $0.22 per share. 

Revenues for the fiscal year were 
$78,787,000, a 39.8 % increase over the 
$56,359,000 for the previous year. Net 
income was $7,343,000 or $0.78 per 
share for a 55.3% increase in earnings. 
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RUNNING A BBS 
ON A MACINTOSH 


by Maria L. Langer 


Each issue of Boardwatch Magazine is 
full of articles about BBSs run on IBM- 
compatible computers. But what if you 
want torun a BBS ona Macintosh? This 
article will summarize the basic 
hardware and software requirements for 
setting up a Macintosh BBS. 


HARDWARE 


Hardware includes not only a computer, 
but a hard disk, a modem, and a 
telephone line. Let’s take a closer look 
at each. 


COMPUTER 


There are many Macintosh models to 
choose from. They vary in features, 
speed, expandability, and price. Just 
about any Macintosh model can be used 
to run a BBS, including the very early 
models (if they are properly upgraded). 


Look for these things: 


- RAM. You’ll need at least IMB of 
RAM to run under System 6 and 2.5MB 
of RAM to run under System 7. All 
current Macintosh models come with at 
least IMB of RAM. Older machines, 
like the 512Ke, can be upgraded to 
handle additional RAM with some 
limitations. 


- SCSI Port. A SCSI (Small Computer 
Systems Interface - pronounced "scuz- 
zy") port enables you to connect your 
Macintosh to a hard disk or other exter- 
nal storage device. The Mac Plus, intro- 
duced in January 1986, and all Macs 
released after it, feature a SCSI port. An 
older machine may be upgraded to in- 
stall a SCSI port. 


- Speed. The Mac Plus, SE, and Classic 
run at 8MHz. This should be sufficient 
for most BBSs. But if you plan to in- 
clude FidoNet-compatible message 
areas (to be discussed in next month’s 
article) on your BBS, you might want a 
faster system. Macintosh models are 
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available with speeds of up to 40MHz - 
but you’ll pay dearly for some of these 
speed demons. 


- Size and expandibility. A compact 
Mac is the original style Macintosh. The 
CPU, monitor, and disk drive(s) are con- 
tained in one unit. Examples include the 
Mac Plus, SE, SE/30, Classic, and Clas- 
sic IJ. These Macs need only one square 
foot of desk space. A component Mac 
comes in pieces. The CPU case might 
include the CPU, floppy disk(s), and 
hard disk. A color or monochrome 
monitor is sold separately. Examples in- 
clude the Mac II series, the LC, and the 
Quadras. These Macs are generally 
more flexible and expandable. You can 
mix and match components to make up 
exactly the system you need and most 
CPUs offer several slots for internal 
modems, serial cards, and accelerators. 


No matter which Macintosh you choose, 
you'll need a CPU, floppy disk drive, 
SCSI port, monitor, keyboard, mouse, 
and at least IMB of RAM. 


HARD DISK OR TAPE DRIVE 
Although it is possible to run a BBS 
without a hard disk or tape drive, it isn’t 
recommended. You’ll need some kind 
of high capacity storage media to store 
your System software, BBS programs 
and files, messages, downloadable files, 
and utility software. 


- Hard disk. A hard disk can be internal 
or external or a combination of both. At 
least 1OMB of storage space is recom- 
mended. Your storage needs will vary 
with the features you plan to offer 
callers. A40MB, 80MB, or 1OOMB hard 
disk should be fine for most BBSs. 


- Tape Drive. A tape cartridge drive is 
another option for storage - although 
generally considered too slow for most 
BBS applications. Cartridge drives 
commonly have capacities of 45MB and 
80MB. They can be very useful in 
making backups of your hard drive. 


- Daisychaining. External hard disks 
and tape cartridge drives both connect 
to your Mac through the SCSI port. The 
best thing about a SCSI port is that you 
can daisychain up to seven SCSI 
devices. This makes it very easy to ex- 
pand your BBS -- simply add another 
storage device. 
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MODEM AND MODEM CABLE 
The modem makes it possible for your 
computer to communicate with other 
computers over phone lines. Some 
things to consider: 


- Hayes compatibility. This is an im- 
portant issue when shopping for a 
modem. Most BBS software can only 
communicate with modems that use the 
Hayes AT Command Set. To buy a 
modem that is not Hayes compatible is 
asking for trouble. 


- Speed and communication stand- 
ards. Currently the most common 
modem speed is 2400 bps but high speed 
modems (those operating at speeds of 
9600 bps or more) are quickly becoming 
very popular (thanks to special System 
Operator deals offered by companies 
like US Robotics). High speed modems 
have built-in error correction and data 
compression. Different brands of 
modems use different standards. A dual 
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standard modem can handle more than 
one standard, making it possible to com- 
municate at high speeds with a greater 
variety of modems. 


- Modem cable. The modem cable con- 
nects the 25-pin modem port to the 8-pin 
Macintosh serial port. There are two 
types of modem cables available for 
Macintosh computers: a standard cable 
and a hardware handshaking cable. The 
hardware handshaking cable differs 
from the standard cable in that it is cor- 
rectly wired to the flow control pin. This 
allows your system to take full ad- 
vantage of the speed capabilities of high 
speed modems. Note that not all BBS) 
programs for the Macintosh support __ 
hardware handshaking. a 


DEDICATED PHONE LINE 

The last ingredient for your BBS 
dedicated phone line to accept the 
coming calls. A normal residen 
telephone line service will do. But tl 


MACINTOSH AND 
AUTHORIZED APPLE 
DEALER INFORMATION: 


Apple Computer, Inc. 
20525 Marianin Avenue 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
800/776-2333 


Preowned Electronics 
205 Burlington Road 
Bedford, MA 01730 
800/274-5343 


are a couple of things to note. The 
telephone company may offer you a spe- 
cial data line service assuring you that 
you will have a "clean" telephone line. 
This line is not substantially different 
from a normal line and almost no bul- 
letin boards use this option. You also 
should avoid "call waiting" service. This 
will interrupt a data transmission if you 
receive a call] while someone is on the 
line. One option you might consider if it 
is offered in your area - totally measured 
service. This gives you a much less ex- 
pensive monthly charge but you are 
billed for local calls - usually at about 
two cents per minute. Most bulletin 
boards make relatively few outgoing 
calls and so this might save a few dol- 
lars. 


SOFTWARE 


Software is the next consideration. 
There are three types to consider: sys- 
tem, BBS, and utility software. 


SYSTEM SOFTWARE 

System software provides the basic in- 
structions your computer needs to do 
anything at all. These days, Macintosh 
owners have two options: System 6 and 
System 7. 


- System 6. System 6 has several 
benefits over System 7. First, it requires 
less RAM, reducing hardware costs. 
System 6 is also compatible with almost 
every existing software application. 
Multitasking is stil] available with 
MultiFinder, which has a lower memory 
price tag than the built-in multitasking 
of System 7. Finally, some people claim 
that System 6 is faster than System 7 in 
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performing certain tasks because it 
doesn’t carry the overhead of TrueType 
fonts. 


- System 7. The additional features of 
System 7 make it popular among people 
who have plenty of RAM to spare. In 
addition, it includes Apple’s Com- 
munications Toolbox, which is required 
by some BBS software (like Hermes); 
this would have to be installed in a Sys- 
tem 6 system if required. 


By the way, System 7 (and ali System 
software) is available for free or a 
nominal charge from online services 
and Macintosh user’s groups. The price 
charged by Apple dealers or mail order 
houses includes manuals and Apple-is- 
sued disks. Inexpensive third party 
books can easily take the place of these 
manuals, saving you $75 or more. 


BBS SOFTWARE 

The most important software decision 
you'll have to make when setting up a 
BBS is the BBS software. Not only is 
there a considerable expense involved 
($75 to $199 for most packages), but 
there’s a great deal of time and effort 
involved when setting up a BBS. If you 
decide three months down the road to 


MACINTOSH HARD 
DISK/TAPE DRIVES 


Aurora Industries, Inc. 

60 Skiff Street, Suite 1011 
Hamden, CT 06517-1017 
800/426-1591 


Ehman Incorporated 

97 South Red Willow Drive 
P.O. Box 2126 

Evanston, WY 82930 
800-257-1666 


Microtech International, Inc. 
158 Commerce Street 

East Haven, CT 06512 
800/626-4276 


Peripheral Land, Inc. 
47421 Bayside Parkway 
Freemont, CA 94538 
800/288-8754 


SuperMac Technology 
485 Potero Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
800/624-8999 


MODEMS 


Hayes Microcomputer Products, 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 105203 

Atlanta, GA 30348 
404/441-1617 


Prometheus Products, Inc. 
7225 SW Bonita 

Tigard, OR 97223 
503/624-0571 


U.S. Robotics, Inc. 


(ask about special SysOp offer!) 
8100 North McCormick Boulevard 
Skokie, IL 60076 

800/DIAL-USR 


MAC CABLES: 


System Connection 
1123 South State Street 
Oren, UT 84058 
800/877-1985 


switch packages, you’ll have to reinvest 
hard cash and throw away just about all 
the work you’ ve done with the previous 
package. 


Before purchasing a package, call a few 
BBSs that use it. Get an idea of what you 
like and don’t like from the caller’s point 
of view. Then send a private message to 
the System Operator and ask him what 
he likes or dislikes about the package. 
As you'll see, being a System Operator 
is hard work. You’!] want a package that 
makes it as easy as possible for you to 
maintain your system and keep your 
callers happy. 


Here is a summary of the features of the 
five most popular BBS software pack- 
ages. Each package has its own 
strengths and weaknesses. There is no 
best package -- your needs define what 
might be best for you. 


- Second Sight v2.1. Originally written 
by Scott Watson of the FreeSoft Com- 
pany as a host component to Red Ryder, 
Second Sight is still referred to by many 
people as Red Ryder Host. It is a BBS 
construction set that includes the editing 
tools and BBS engine needed to build 
and use a userlog, menus, message 
areas, and file sections. Second Sight’s 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 


SAMPLE LIST OF BBSs RUNNING ON MACINTOSHES 


BBS TITLE 


The Dragon’s Cave BBS 
The Rock Pile BBS 


The Lyceum 
Glassell Park BBS 


Dear Theophilus BBS 


Wonderland 


The Tiger's Den 
MacRefuge BBS 

4th Dimension BBS 
Graphics Factory 

The Macintosh Network 
MacAttack 

Valhalla 

Scorpion 

ShadowMacs 


caller security levels are very flexible. 
The menus that appear as part of its 
command line interface are fully cus- 
tomizable so no two Second Sight BBSs 
will look the same. It supports local 
public and private local messages as 
well as message threading. FidoNet 
compatible network mail can be added 
with the addition of several software 
utilities for importing and exporting 
messages. It stores all messages in three 
files: MESSAGES (message area con- 
figuration information), MSGHDR 
(message headers), and MSGTXT 
(message body text). This system tends 
to make Second Sight a bit sluggish 
when dealing with over 2,000 messages 
online. Second Sight offers the ability to 
store a great deal of information foreach 
file in its file sections, including a 
description of up to 10 lines. It includes 
survey commands that make validation 
questionnaires and voting surveys pos- 
sible, although not very easy to create. 
It can support multiple phone lines using 
multiple copies of the program under 
MultiFinder or System 7. A large num- 


PHONE 


201/228-4708 
201/387-9232 
201/767-6337 
205/826-9205 
213/254-4852 
215/635-0664 
215/635-2341 
305/378-6828 
315/695-4436 


510/275-9759 
Curremts leer: feos costesccteccs 513/253-2476 
519/672-7661 
55-83-583384 
602/926-4026 
602/996-0078 
612/426-6687 
617/494-0565 
617/849-0347 
703/264-1104 
714/793-2232 
714/793-8831 
719/637-1458 
802/425-2332 


SYSOP 


Maria Langer 
Mike Taylor 

Pete Johnson 
Noam Freedman 
Jason Ehrlich 


SOFTWARE 


Second Sight, System 7.0, BBS in a Box 
Mansion, System 6.0.5 

Second Sight, System 7.0 

Hermes v1.7, System 7.0 

First Class, BBS in a Box 

Hermes, System 7.0 

First Class 

Second Sight, System 6.0.5, MultiFinder 
Second Sight, System 7.0.1, BBS in a Box 


Second Sight, System 7.0 
Second Sight, System 6.0.3 


Mark Spaulding 
Randy Brown 
Erik Sea 


Noe! Gouveia 
Garner Miller 
Mike Marshbum 
Bruce Selzler 


ber of third party utilities are available 
to help automate and ease system main- 
tenance. 


Second Sight v2.2, which is currently 
being beta tested, will improve and add 
features to the package. Reportedly, one 
of the improvements will be in the ac- 
cess time needed to search for messages 
when over 2,000 are online. Unfor- 
tunately, changes in the message base 
and file section structures will render 
many popular third party utilities in- 
operable, creating a need for revisions 
across the board. 


- Mansion v8.8. Written by Michael 
Pester of Software Designs, Mansion is 
another very popular BBS software 
package. It offers a great deal of 
flexibility to give the command line in- 
terface of each Mansion BBS an in- 
dividual look. Rather than utilizing spe- 
cial file editing utilities, Mansion is 
mainly text-file based; text files are used 
for the menus, messages, and file sec- 
tions. It supports local and FidoNet 
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Second Sight, System 7.0, BBS in a Box 
Hermes, System 7.0 

Second Sight, System 7.0.1, BBS in a Box 
Hermes, System 7.0 

Telefinder, BBS in a Box 

Second Sight, System 7.0.1 

Second Sight, System 6.0.8, Finder 
Mansion, System 7.0 

Second Sight, System 7.0 

Mansion, System 6.0.7, MultiFinder 6.1.b9 
Hermes, System 6.0.4 

Second Sight, System 6.0.5 

Second Sight, System 7.0, BBS in a Box 
Second Sight, System 7.0 


compatible network public and private 
messages as well as file attach 
capabilities for local private mail. It 
stores each message in a separate file 
which can be quickly accessed by the 
software no matter how many messages 
are online. Although it only allows one- 
line descriptions for each file in a file 
section, it does enable the System 
Operator or uploader to specify 
keywords for file searching. Mansion 
does not support multiple phone lines. 
Mansion’s powerful and extensive 
scripting language stretches the limits of 
its normal capabilities. It can automat- 
ically enforce upload/download ratios. 
A number of third party utilities and 
sample scripts are available to help 
automate and ease system maintenance. 


Mansion 9, a complete rewrite of the 
Mansion package which is currently 
under development, will introduce a 
graphic user interface (GUI) and utilize 


Toolbox. According to the devel 
the new interface will closely rese: 


Are You Losing Time 
Setting Up Your Business 
On-Line Information System? 


Installing Commercial BBS Systems Is Our Only Business 


SYSTEM SUPPORT/CUSTOM PROGRAMMING 


There's a lot available for the TBBS/ TDBS System Operator, as well as for anyone interested in an Information System (BBS). If you want 
to learn more about TBBS/TDBS just call our system and look through Our Demonstration and Sales Area and register as a customer. GW 
Associates offers full support to all System Operators and we have several excellent programmers available to help with your applications 
and customization. Please call our system at (508) 429-1784 (N,8,1) and keep up with our new releases or call us on our voice line at (508) 
429-6227 if we can help you in any way. Installing and remotely supporting commercial systems is our ONLY business! 


TBBS/TDBS SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT SOFTWARE 


User Manager 


User Manager for TDBS systems is a full membership registration and tracking system that creates a true member data base. Its capabilities 
include keyword search and on-line user resumes to allow users to share information about themselves, a note pad to let you keep notes 
on individual users, membership tracking and expiration date notification, automatic changes in user access as users join as members or 
memberships expire, etc. Users can join as members or renew their membership using credit cards on-line. And User Manager now has 


several additional modules, such as a small on-line sales module, a user reminder module and a software update module. The program 
is priced at $69.95. 


User Manager - Software Module 


An all new program that works with the User Manager to automate the updates of software to customers. You enter the user registration 
of software sales and any time you upload a new version of the software it will automatically present the updates to customers registered 
for that software package and give them the prompt to download it. This package also tracks all sales and prints reports onsale by customer 
or by software package, and by whatever time period you specify. Designed to reduce or eliminate the time and expense invested in 
updating software by mail. Please call for more information and price. 


Sales Manager 


The powerful and productive On-Line Sales Manager. This on-line catalog sales program is written by Jeff Johnson, another pioneer in 
TDBS software, and it easily shows the power and capabilities of TBBS and TDBS. The Sales Manager will display a catalog of items for 
sale under categories you specify, each item can have a full descriptive text file attached to it and the user can place an order at any time 
and continue to browse through the catalog. When done the user selects to order and is presented with each item and given the opportunity 
to indicate how many are to be shipped. Developed as a modular package this software will handle everything froma low level order entry 
system toa fully featured point-of-sale package and do all the things you would expect of a full sales package. Please come and work with 
it on-line. This program is priced at only $395.00. 


Connex - The Connection Exchange 


Connex isa professionally-based biographical, friendship, and matchmaking program designed to beused with TBBS and the TDBS option 
module. It allows members of your BBS to enter their own unique personal attributes, personality profile, and free-form interview. Upon 
completion of the user’s profile and interview, Connex allows the user to make detailed selections, based on the user’s own preferences. 
Over 350 man-hours in research and production, based on such works as Freud, Jung, and other psychological professionals, were required 
to create Connex and it is the most comprehensive software of its type available. Connex is complete with three databases, a biblical quote 
database, a gay oriented quote database or the original database. This program is priced at $139.95. 


Call our Sales and Support BBS for full demonstrations on over forty TBBS and TDBS add-on application, entertainment and utility programs 


oy is conan Voice Phone (508) 429-6227 
- a eOx DataLine (508) 429-1784 
©@1991 GW Associates THBS/TDBS/TIMS are trademarks of eSoft, Incorporated Holliston, MA 01746 
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MACINTOSH BBS 
SOFTWARE: 


SECOND SIGHTt 

Attn: Scott Watson 

The FreeSoft Company 

150 Hickory Drive 

Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

Voice: 412/846-2700 

Macalot BBS 412/846-5312 
GEnie RoundTable: FREESOFT 
FidoNet conference: RRH 

Price: $135 


MANSION 

Attn: Michael Pester 

Software Design 

P.O. Box 12016 

Des Moines, IA 50312-2016 
Voice: 515/276-9650 

The Mole Hole BBS: 515/279-6769 
FidoNet conference: MANSION 
Price: $130 


TELEFINDER 

Attn: Rusty Tucker 

Spider Island Software 

2700 Irvine Boulevard, #105347 
Irvine, CA 92720 

Voice: 714/669-9260 

Spider Island BBS: 714/730-5785 
America Online: Spiderlsla 
AppleLink: D4955 

CompuServe: 73457,2756 

Price: various user/phone line con- 
figurations starting at $199 


FIRST CLASS 

SoftAre, Inc. 

805 Middlefield Road, Suite 102 
Scarborough, Ontario 

CANADA MIV 2T9 

Voice: 416/299-4723 

SoftArc Online BBS: 416/609-2250 
Price: various user/phone line con- 
figurations starting at $195 


HERMES 

Attn: Frank Price 

AOC Software 

612 Doheny Road 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Hermes Support BBS 
213/275-6975 

CompuServe: 74156/1307 
FidoNet conference: HERMES 
Price: $75 keyware, available on 
many online services and Macin- 
tosh BBSs 
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MAC UTILITY 
SOFTWARE 


SAM 

Symantec Corp. 
10201 Torre Avenue 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
800/441-7234 

Price: $100 


DISINFECTANT 

John Norstad 

Academic Computing and Network 
Services 

Northwestem University 

2129 Sheridan Road 

Evanston, !L 60208 

AppleLink: a0173 

America Online: JNorstad 
CompuServe; 76666,573 

Price: Freeware; do not contact 
author to obtain product 


PYRO! 

Fifth Generation Systems, Inc. 
10049 North Reiger Road 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
800/873-4384 

Price: $40 


AFTER DARK 
Berkley Systems, Inc. 
1700 Shattuck Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
415/540-5536 

Price: $40 


STUFFIT CLASSIC 

STUFFIT DELUXE 

Aladdin Systems, Inc. 

Deer Park Center, Suite 23A 
Aptos, CA 95003 

408/685-9175 

Price: $25 shareware (Stuffit Clas- 
sic), $100 (Stufflt Deluxe) 


COMPACT PRO 
(formerly Compactor) 
Bill Goodman 


Cyclos 
PO Box 31417 


San Francisco, CA 94131-0417 
Price: $25 shareware 


Macintosh Hardware/Software Mail 
Order Houses: 

Mac Zone 

800/248-0800 

MacConnection 

800/800-4444 

Mac Warehouse 

800/255-6227 
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the Finder. This is a major product 
revision that may resultin a renaming of 
Mansion. It should be available by 
March 1992. 


- TeleFinder Group Edition Host v2.4. 
By Spider Island Software, TeleFinder 
is a multi-line GUI BBS package with 
versions to support up to twenty 
telephone lines on a single Macintosh. 
When accessed with regular telecom- 
munications software, it presents a 
newly revamped, full featured com- 
mand line interface; when accessed with 
TeleFinder/User software, which is 
freely distributable to BBS users, it 
presents an icon-based interface that 
closely resembles the Finder, right down 
to a trash can icon. Both interfaces are 
straightforward and easy to use. Tele- 
Finder supports local public and private 
local messages as well as message 
threading. FidoNet compatible network 
mail can be added with the addition of 
several software utilities for importing 
and exporting messages. TeleFinder 
supports multiple phone lines and batch 
uploads and downloads. Most System 
Operator maintenance is down via the 
Finder. A demonstration version of the 
package is available from the developer. 


- FirstClass v1.6. FirstClass, by Soft- 
Arc, Inc., is a relative newcomer to the 
Macintosh BBS software market. It is 
also a multi-line GUI BBS package. 
When accessed with regular telecom- 
munications software, it presents a com- 
mand line interface; when accessed with 
FirstClass User software, which is free- 
ly distributable to BBS users, it presents 
an icon-based interface. FirstClass sup- 
ports public and private local messages, 
as well as file attaches for private mes- 
sages. Although it does not yet support 
FidoNet compatible network mail, this 
features is under development by Soft- 
Arc and third party utility developers. 
FirstClass supports multiple phone 
lines. 


- Hermes v1.8. Hermes is a keyware 
BBS software package by Frank Price 
of AOC Software, Inc. It utilizes a com- 
mand line interface and depends on the 
Communication Toolbox to min. Her- 
mes supports public and private local 
and FidoNet compatible messages. It 
supports message threading for local — 
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MICROLINK B. 


The Only BBS You'll Ever Need 
(303) 972-9600 


WHAT IS MICROLINK B? 


Operating since 1984, Microlink B is now 
the largest electronic Bulletin Board System 
(BBS) in the Rocky Mountain region. 


Microlink B provides the serious BBS 
consumer with quality public domain and 
shareware software, as well as interesting and 
informative message conferences covering a 
variety of topics. 


SOFTWARE! 


Your membership to Microlink B gives you 
immediate access to one of the finest and most 
comprehensive software collections you'll find 
anywhere. Our collection is conveniently 
categorized and logically packaged for efficient 
downloading directly to your computer. 


We DO NOT offer software for non-IBM 
compatible computers. Why? We think it’s 
better to concentrate all our efforts into 
providing our members with the absolute best 
PC-based software collection possible. 


We constantly work to make our software 
collection better by adding new files and 
updating existing software with newer versions. 
With over 2,500 megabytes of on-line file 
storage capacity, you'll find DOS and system 
utilities, file/drive maintenance utilities, word 
processing software, personal and business 
finance software, programmer’s tools and 
source code, educational software, games, 
digitized pictures and graphics, and a whole lot 
more. With well over 150,000 individual files to 
choose from, chances are you'll find the 
software your looking for! 


TEST DRIVE MICROLINK B TODAY! 


You can take a tour on Microlink B anytime. 
Set your communications software for 8 data 
bits, no parity and one stop bit. Dial Microlink 
B at (303) 972-9600. Microlink B will ask for 
your full name and will ask you to choose a 
password for future access. You'll then be 
guided along the way with easy-to-follow 
menus. You'll be able to look over our software 
collection and read conference messages. 


BECOME A MICROLINK B MEMBER! 


Microlink B is a user-supported subscription 
BBS service. Members enjoy up to 180 minutes 
of system access per day. There are NO 
download limits, and NO upload/download 
ratios are enforced. Unlike many other BBS 
services you'll encounter, Microlink B 
welcomes file downloaders. 


With a number of membership plans to 
choose from, we’re confident one will meet 
your on-line needs. Membership plans include: 


$15 — Two Month Access Trial Membership 
$30 — Six Month Access Membership 

$50 — One Year Access Membership 

$99 — Lifetime Access Membership 


Subscribe on-line with your Visa or 
MasterCard credit card. Or download our 
mail-in registration form for check/money 
order/credit card subscriptions. For more 
information, write to: 

Microlink B 
Post Office Box 620247 
Littleton, Colorado 80162 


Prices and specifications are subject to change 
without notice. 
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support up to 10 phone lines. A number 
of third party utilities and sample scripts 
are available to help automate and ease 
system maintenance. 


UTILITIES 


In addition to the system and BBS 
software, you’]l also need virus protec- 
tion software, a screen saver, and file 
compression software. 


- Virus Protection Software. Virus 
protection software will help protect 
your computer (and your callers’ com- 
puters) from computer viruses. Two 
popular packages available for Macs are 
Symantec Antivirus for Macintosh 
(SAM) and Disinfectant. Both come 
with an INIT/Extension to check for 
viruses and a disinfecting application. 
Other virus protection software is avail- 
able. No matter which you get, it’s im- 
portant in virus utilties to make sure you 
have the most recent version. 


- Screen Saver. A screen blanker or 
saver will protect your screen from burn 
in. Don’t underestimate the importance 
of this utility. Three popular packages 
include Pyro!, After Dark, and Auto- 
Black. Pyro! and AfterDark work as 
Control Panels and utilize a variety of 
interesting or entertaining modules. 
AutoBlack works differently; rename it 
“MacsBug” (without the quotes) and put 
itin your system folder to make it work. 


- File Compression Utilities. If you 
plan on offering files to your callers for 
download, you’ll need one or more file 
compression utilities to conserve space. 
Three popular packages include Stuffit 
Classic, StuffIt Deluxe, and Compact 
Pro. Freeware decompression utilities 
are available for all these products. 


To purchase any of these commercial 
products, try mail order houses for the 
best prices. Freeware and shareware 
products are available through most on- 
line services and many Macintosh 
BBSs. 


[Maria Langer is a freelance writer, 
Macintosh consultant, and operator of 
The Electric Pen BBS - (201)767-6337 
in Harrington Park, New Jersey. - 
Editor] 
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LEGALLY ON-LINE 


by Lance Rose 


Virginia Beach - One for 
the Sysops 


In November, C&P Telephone, Virginia 
Beach’s resident telephone monopoly, 
stepped forward to take a crack at the 
BBS industry. It informed 15 Virginia 
Beach BBS owners that they would be 
switched from residential to business 
telephone rates due to the volume of 
calls they received. A public hearing 
was also scheduled on the increase, ap- 
parently regarded by the phone com- 
pany as a fait accompli. 


The night of the hearing, over 200 local 
sysops showed up to protest the rate 
increase, most of them from free, hob- 
byist BBSs. Faced with roughly ten 
times the number of attendees expected, 
all vigorously speaking against the in- 
crease and its unfair burden on hobby 
BBSs, telephone company officials 
quickly announced they would "re- 
evaluate" the proposed increase. 


This victory stirringly illustrates that 
simply by sharing information and 
banding together, BBS owners can 
achieve change and effectively protect 
their interests. It’s only an early skir- 
mish, of course; the war at Virginia 
Beach continues. However, the sysops 
have now marshalled their forces. With 
their newfound strength, numbers and 
organization, they plan to take the fight 
to the state regulatory level. 


Local phone companies are not always 
so tractable as C&P Telephone was that 
night. The last issue of this magazine 
reviewed Southwestem Bell’s war with 
Kansas City sysops, for instance. Some 
observers theorize that the telephone 
companies are pursuing the simple- 
minded strategy uniquely available to 
the monopolist: wear down the opposi- 
tion (small fry BBS’ in this case) with 
wave after wave of unreasonable pric- 
ing activity, which can only be 
countered by continuing, expensive, 
disciplined coordination on the part of 
the sysops. 
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Take a step back for a moment, and this 
whole subject of monopolistic rate hikes 
takes on a "what’s wrong with this pic- 
ture" quality. Local phone monopolies 
are attacking BBS’ separately in various 
jurisdictions. The same attack, repeated 
in different localities, results in a nation- 
al "divide and conquer" strategy against 
sysops. Sysops are organizing locally to 
respond. But is any national-level 
response to this overall phone company 
trend possible - can their rate raising 
activities be attacked as a whole? 


Perhaps it can, by bringing the matter 
before Judge Green. He is the federal 
judge in Washington, D.C. who has 
presided for the past decade over the 
AT&T breakup. He recently (and very 
reluctantly) released the local phone 
monopolies to enter the information ser- 
vices business, and only because he was 
ordered to by a higher court that did not 
see evidence that these companies act 
monopolistically. 


Well, new evidence is pouring in buck- 
ets. If sysops and BBS organizations can 
get together to share their experience 
and information, it would be possible to 
approach Judge Green with a plea to put 
the lid back on the phone monopolies, 
or at least make them respect the rights 
of others to use the phone system 
without constant harassment. 


The argument to rein in the phone com- 
panies is easy. The phone rates charged 
to BBSs by the phone monopolies re- 
quire special judicial scrutiny. This is 
because phone companies compete with 
BBSs. They are (or should be) under a 
special obligation to provide their mo- 
nopolized resources, the phone lines, to 
competitors at rates that do not create an 
advantage for the phone companies over 
those competitors. Even standard busi- 
ness rates may not be reasonable for 
BBSs: business rates acceptable for the 
telephone operations of dry cleaners and 
gumball factories may create an unfair 
competitive advantage for the phone 
company when applied to BBSs. 


The local character of BBS organiza- 
tions gives them strength at the local 
level, but renders them powerless to deal 
with causes at the national level. We 
should seek to build larger, more 
prominent BBS groups to protect the 
rights of BBS’ nationally. 


MUSTANG SOFTWAR 
IS BRINGING IF ALL 
TOGETHER IN 19972... 


WILDCAT! Version 3. The latest enhancements to the industry’s 
premium BBS make it even easier to use for the sysop and caller alike. 
WILDCAT! now includes the TOMCAT! .QWK compatable mail door 
that allows callers to download new bulletins, file listings and messages 
from any of WILDCAT's 1,000 conferences. It's one of the many extras 
that make WILDCAT! the fastest growing BBS system in the world. 


OLX is Off-Line Xpress. It’s the reincamation of SLMR (Silly 
Little Mail Reader), a mail reader program used by thousands of callers 
to read and reply to messages off-line. It can read packets generated by 
any .QWK compatible mail door program from any BBS, and gener- 
ates reply packets in the .QWK format. OLX is included with all copies 
of QMODEM, and is sold separately. 


Qmodem, the choice of hundreds of thousands of telecommuni- 
cations experts for over 7 years, is now distributed and supported by 
MSI. The guru of Qmodem, John Friel, is still in control of the 
program code as VP of Qmodem Research and Development for MSI. 
He’s recently added some great new features, including a .QQWK 
compatiblemail reader, and is working on special BBS hooks for a 


future release. Look for Qmodem v.5 with OLX at your favorite 
computer dealer. 


‘ammunicationn Gate 
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Midnight Mail, scheduled for release in the first quarter of 1992, 
is a robot-dialer designed to get your mail, no matter where it’s located. 
Midnight Mail picks-up your messages in .QWK packets, and can be 
programmed to call almost any BBS system, CompuServe, MCI, and 
many additional services. It also provides BBS conference echo 


services to any network using the .QWK format, and includes OLX for 
message reading. 


Mustang Software’s goal is to provide a one-stop solution for your communication needs. Whether you operate 
a BBS or simply call one, you shouldn’t have to search for the programs you need to get the job done. Check 
our products, support and service and see if you don’t agree that MSI is “Bringing it all together in ’92". 


P.O. Box 2264 
Bakersfield, CA 93303 
(805) 395-0223 


A Porn Sighting in 
Cyberspace 


More specifically, “kiddie porn", the 
politically sensational cousin of plain 
old obscenity. In early December, news 
reports surfaced that America On-line, a 
national information service working 
the same market as CompuServe and 
Prodigy, was being used by one or more 
callers to transmit pornographic images 
of children. 


This is no small accusation. Child por- 
nography is one of the hot buttons in this 
country today, strictly taboo. It is also 
rather different from materials con- 
sidered legally "obscene." Materials are 
judged to be obscene based on their 
content only - highly sexual or violent 
images, with no serious merit outside 
their appeal to the viewer’s lust. In con- 
trast, child pornography is illegal be- 
cause its production is considered very 
likely to be connected with sexual abuse 
of the children used in the pictures. As 
aresult, a picture of a child that is merely 
sexually suggestive may be considered 
child pomography, though its content 
may fall far short of the racy content 
necessary to brand the picture obscene 
as well. 


Accordingly, the intimation that 
America On-Line was supporting kid- 
die pom transmissions amounted to 
saying that it indirectly contributed to 
child abuse. This was, if nothing else, an 
incipient public relations mess worthy 
of Prodigy (andif it happened to Prodigy 
instead, you would hear the nails being 
pounded into the coffin at the speed of 
light). 


Subsequent reports revealed that this 
problem did not exactly surface by ac- 
cident. An individual, one Roger Dietz, 
took it upon himself to seek out such 
images after a friend told him they could 
be found on America On-Line. He 
managed to get several images sent to 
his mailbox. Then, reportedly he con- 
tacted television stations and 
newspapers with the claim that the im- 
ages were sent to him unsolicited (?!7). 
The FBI was contacted, and began an 
investigation that continues as this ar- 
ticle goes to press. 


Almostimmediately when the news sur- 
faced, America On-Line issued a press 
release in the form of a statement by its 
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President, Steve Case. America On- 
Line confirmed that the incident oc- 
curred, and stated it was cooperating 
with the investigation. It also explained 
that it did not know about the por- 
nographic files because it does not 
routinely monitor caller e-mail. It em- 
phasized that the system supports free 
speech, but also warned that those who 
would abuse the system must "shape up 
or ship out." 


This situation raises several interesting 
thoughts. First, observers generally 
agree (as much as they ever do) that 
America On-Line handled itself very 
well in its public statement. In one 
swoop, (1) it admitted immediately that 
a controversial incident occurred on the 
system, instead of sweeping the incident 
under the rug, (2) by pointing out that it 
missed the illegal transmission ac- 
tivities because it does not monitor e- 
mail, America On-Line portrayed its 
respect for caller privacy and free 
speech, while giving a perfectly accept- 
able explanation for its previous inac- 
tion and lack of knowledge, (3) America 
On-Line clearly portrayed the hierarchy 
of authority properly at work in this 
situation - government agents are 
charged with investigating the illegal 
activities and enforcing the laws, while 
America On- Line runs its own system 
and enforces its own rules. 


This may or may not seem brilliant 
public relations to you, but it completely 
avoids the shooting-one’s-self-in-the- 
foot effect often achieved by America 
On-Line’s competitors in sensitive legal 
or moral situations. It helps America 
On-Line’s customers remain comfort- 
able with the service, at a moment when 
they could just as easily have been 
repulsed and bolted from the system 
never to retum. 


Second, this event is interesting simply 
by being reported at all. Pomography 
online is a shadowy subject. Most of the 
news in this area is sort of murmured 
under the breath, and only fleetingly 
reported (the online world is still wait- 
ing for its Pee Wee Herman or Clarence 
Thomas). A recent example is Wester 
Washington University’s administrative 
banning of the “alt.sex.group” and 
“alt. binary.pictures.erotica” 
newsgroups from the university’s 
Usenet feed. This raises serious 
academic, censorship and Ist Amend- 
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ment questions, but the whole event was 
largely ignored outside of Usenet itself 
and the local Seattle newspapers. 


There is, I believe, a quiet war underway 
against online porn, and it should be 
taken seriously. Especially by those who 
run BBS’ openly acknowledged to carry 
very racy materials. The America On- 
Line affair represents a very public 
sighting, and may substantially increase 
social awareness and concern on this 
issue, resulting in greater attention from 
law enforcement agents in the future. 


Third, this situation carries overtones 
reminiscent of the Cubby v. Compu- 
Serve case, discussed in this column last 
issue. A federal court in Manhattan held 
that CompuServe was not responsible 
for defamatory statements in an 
electronic newsletter publicly available 
to CompuServe callers. The reasoning 
was that CompuServe serves a valuable 
1st Amendment role by distributing the 
speech of others. That role would be 
seriously compromised if CompuServe 
became responsible for all of the state- 
ments made by others on its system. 


Similar reasoning should apply to 
America On-Line here. Whatever the 
results of the FBI investigation turn out 
to be, America On-Line ought not find 
itself subject to legal penalties for un- 
knowingly carrying other’s illegal e- 
mail. America On-Line performs a valu- 
able Ist Amendment function by 
delivering large volumes of un- 
monitored e-mail between users, as well 
as public postings and files of all kinds. 
If America On-Line is held absolutely 
responsible for kiddie porn on its sys- 
tem, it would be forced to monitor e- 
mail to prevent future criminal convic- 
tions. Such monitoring would burden 
America On-Line’s daily operations of 
distributing others’ speech. It would also 
chill the flow of perfectly legitimate 
caller e-mail, since many callers would 
likely refuse to send as much e-mail 
when they know they are being closely 
watched. 


It looks like Prodigy, CompuServe, 
GEnie, and now America On-Line are 
acting as ongoing testing grounds for 
some of the most important BBS legal 
issues. It’s a nice kind of reversal, where 
big businesses blaze the way on critical 
legal issues and help make things safe 
for the small BBS. 


USA TODAY Decisionline 


Published by Gannett New Media each business day, USA TODAY Decisionline 
provides a remarkably concise, readable, online morning summary of the events 
of the day for your callers. Averaging 60 KB each moming in .ZIP,.ARJ,.ARC, 
or .LZH archived format, USA Today Decisionlines provides news on eighteen 
topical categories. 


You can place the news gleaned from Gannett publication's jounalists at the 
keyboard of your callers each AM. Available by 5:00 AM Mountain Time each 
Business day, USATODAY can be downloaded from our multiline information 
service or file requested from our multiline mail system using your U.S. Robotics 
HST 9600 bps or V.32 modem at 9600 bps or higher - normally less than a one 
minute connection. And maintenance of this product is so simple to automate, you 
don’t even need to get out of bed. Best of all, USA TODAY needs no introduction 
or explanation. It has the name recognition to instantly draw new callers to your 
system. Put THE most popular daily national newspaper in the world on your 
electronic bulletin board for as little as $25 per month. 


BOARDWATCH 


30K file for as little as $25 monthly. 


To subscribe call (303) 973-6038 voice 


Nearly 2,000 closing NYSEstocks, high/low/close available within minutes after market close inatiny 


FREEDOM 
without 
THE PRESS 


You operate the very best electronic bulletin board system you possibly can. And you 
try to provide your callers with the best entertainment, news, software, and technical 
information you can find. We're here to help with online information products you can 
use for your callers benefit. And that means increased paid subscriptions to your system. 


Advertising 

Real Estate 

Health 
Telecommunications 
Issues and Debate 
Marketing Trends 
USA News 

Energy 

Technology 
Intemational News 
Weather 

Personal Investing 
Banking and the Economy 
Sports 

Insurance 

Travel 

Business Law 

Special Bonus Reports 


Catching up 
on the day's news 
is a thing of 
the past. 


BOARDWATCH Online Edition 


While the online information services industry is broadening daily, the number one topic of interest 
to most callers is still how to put their modem into play for maximum benefit. And since March 1987, 
Boardwatch Magazine has been the best way to do it. Now, we've introduced an Online Edition 
specifically for display on your information service. Boardwatch lists product support systems, free 
government database services, and selected bulletin boards of note from all over the world. 
Boardwatch places the same information you now hold in your hands - the best information the online 
world has to offer each month - up on your caller's screen. Get the definitive publication for the online 
world for your system. Boardwatch is available at a quarterly rate of $75 or an annual rate of $250. 


To see these products in action, call our Boardwatch Online Information Service at: 
(303) 973-4222 (USR HST Dual Standard V.32) 


At Exec-PC, we've been 
hearing that a lot. Not only 
are Prodigy~ users turning to 
Exec-PC, they’re happy they 
did... 


Kevin, from Potomac, 
Maryland says it's because we 
have the most generous pay 
system to be found. Sarah 
wrote to thank us for the free 
downloads on the first call. Then 


are pretty happy about the 350,000 programs 
and files and the unrestricted daily time use. 
Finally, Bill Jamerson from Goose 
Creek South Carolina said it best: 


there was Bill who told us how pleasantly 
surprised he was to find Exec-PC wasn’t just 
another big impersonal BBS...he liked the per- 
sonal, one on one attention. John, Larry and Kim 


No Hidden Costs — $60.00 Per Year 


Downloads on Your First Call — New Chat System 
350,000 Programs and Files — 150,000 Messages 


“Why did I ever subscribe to 
Prodigy..??? Never knew about 
Exec-PC, that’s why...” 


Well, now Bill knows. 
And now you do too. 


SS OSS OOS 


_—— 


WORLD’S LARGEST BES 


P.O. Box 57 Elm Grove, WI 53922 - Voice (414) 789-4200 


Prodigy Is a trademark of Pradigy Services Carporation. Exec-PC Is in no way assaciated with Prodigy Services Corporation or the Prodigy service. 


Short Bursts 


- The House Gov’t. Operations Commit- 
tee of Congress has set up a 
"“Whistleblower’s BBS" at (202)225- 
$527. It’s stated purpose is to enable 
people to “share information with the 
Congress to prevent fraud, waste and 
abuse in government.” Callers are 
“guaranteed anonymity” through the 
use of pseudonyms, and the assurance 
that only the sysops see callers’ mes- 
sages. 


Those whose concerns are not fully 
answered by this assurance are also told, 
"There is no Caller-ID service on the 
bulletin board’s incoming line. Incom- 
ing calls are not traced. Each caller must 
consider the possibility that a call to this 
board is being recorded or traced at the 
source of the call." This paradoxical 
statement may slightly reduce paranoia 
about the BBS, but it also makes you 
wonder what that guy with the cap on 
the telephone pole down the block is 
really doing. 


It’s not a real social place. There are no 
public message areas, and no file 
download. Just drop off your dirty 
laundry and leave. 


Will this bring on a new era of cleaning 
up all the scandal in government? Will 
the next woman-abusing government 
official be caught red-handed? Will this 
BBS last longer than a fortnight? We 
will see... 


- As we go to press, it appears the 
government has staged yet another set 
of anti-hacker raids, seizing equipment, 
refusing to unseal the warrants, etc. 
Wags are calling this latest action 
“Winterdevil", a reference to the 
"Project Sundevil” anti-hacking raids of 
last year. 


First indications are not encouraging. It 
seems, at least at this early stage, that 
law enforcement agents were once 
again unable to discriminate between 
the files they wanted, the hard drives on 
which those files reside, and the com- 
puter systems containing those drives. 
They just took the whole box. Kinda 
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makes you wonder how much louder the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation has to 
holler about online civil rights - they’re 
already blue in the face. 


More news on this is sure to arrive short- 
ly. 


[Lance Rose is an attorney practicing 
high-tech, computer and intellectual 
property law in New York City, and is 
available on the Internet at el- 
rose@well.sf.ca.us and on Compu- 
Serve at 72230,2044. He works with 
Shareware publishers, software 
authors, system operators, technology 
buyers, interactive media developers, 
on-line database services and others in 
the high technology area. He is cur- 
rently revising the book SYSLAW, a 
legal guide for bulletin board system 
operators, due to be published early 
1992. - Editor] 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 


The FALKEN Mind Meld. 


System: The Final 
Frontier 
Sysop: “SysOp 


Robert” No./Lines: 8 


Baud Rate: 300/1200/2400 


“T've been ‘computing" for over 11 years, and since 
I was bitten by the ‘BBS bug’, about 7 years ago, 
Thave dabbled, as a member of other small BBS's. 


“Once the decision was made to begin my own, I 
started with a small Commodore, single-line 
system, and was QUICKLY introduced to the woes 
and worries of being a SysOp. 


“Having a life-long dream to operate a multi-line 
system, scemed as if it would only remain just 
thal... a dream, since the cost and equipment 
necessary was astronomical, 


“‘A friend read a small ad that he discovered in the 
trade mags, about a new, and inexpensive 
Multi-Line BBS system that was just becoming 
available, and ata VERY reasonable cost. So, with 
that in mind, I began to research the cost of 
obtaining the hardware. Since Falken appeared to 
be VERY flexible, I was able to begin my new 
‘multi-line dream’ with as few as 2 phone lines, and 
at a fraction of what I had originally been told the 
startup costs would be for OTHER multi-line 
systems. 


‘Having spent my life strictly as an Apple and 
Commodore ‘computee’, I was somewhat 
reluctant to take such a bold dive into the 
IBM/Jclone realm, but decided to take the chance 
anyway, ESPECIALLY after having spoken to the 
marketing representative for Falken (Jeffery 
Coons), and learming the Falken software was 
straight-forward, and easy to install and 
configured. So, onward and upward I went... 


“I was VERY pleased to leam that all claims were 
indeed tue and to the point. Falken was QUITE 
EASY to install and setup to any system 
configuration my heart, (or ego) desired. Having 
been a loyal Star Trek fan most of my life, the 
‘Theme’ for my BBS is ‘The Final Frontier’. 


“Falken allowed me to configure my BBS tomatch 
and elaborate on my chosen theme. The menus 
were easy to design, using any of a number of 
readily available ANSI editors. And custom 
messages were also a snap to make. 


Location: Hanford, 
California parity 
Phone No: 209-584-6417 


FALKEN 6.0 System Profile: THE FINAL FRONTIER BBS 


Protocol: §8-bits, no 


Hardware: 386 - 25MHz 
PC 
Software: Falken 6.0 


“During my relationship with Falken, I have had 
no problems obtaining help with problems, be they 
SysOp related, hardware, or software. (many a 
time, I have contacted the BBS programmer and 
discovered that I simply AND'ed when I should 
have OR'ed, (soto speak). [have always been met 
with a great deal of patience, and understanding. 
And have always found them generous with their 
time and information. 


“Now, with the advent of Falken 6.0, I personally 
know of many, many new ‘doors’ programs in the 
works. Which will be SURE to add to Falken’s 
versatility. 


“*All-in-all, Falken has been a life-long dream 
come tue for me. I've been able to establish a 
VERY successful BBS, and can rest assured that 
any and all problems will be quickly and 
professionally handled.” 


CO Falken 6.0 fact sheet.(free) 


(CI Falken 6.0 2-line demo ($25) 
(check format desired below) 
__ 5.25" 360K (4 disks) 
__ 5.25" 1.2M (1 disk) 
__ 3.5" 720K (2 disks) 


(C1 Falken 6.0 BBS Software 
2-line ($99) 

4-line ($199) 

8-line ($299) 

16-line ($399) 


Address 


City State ___- ZIP 


You may also order v/major credit card. 
Call 703-491-5823. 
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FALKEN 6.0 Features 


@ Supports up to 16 lines plus a local login 
channel. 


@ Compatible with the FOSSIL standard for 
interfacing the senal ports. 


@ Built-in multitasking environment breaks the 
640K barrier. Falken uses expanded memory so 
that it will even operate on XT-class PCs. 


Doors which allow extemal applications to be 


developed. 


Link teleconferences with other Falken 
systems to create SUPER teleconferences. 


| 
| 
@ Sysops can dlal-out while Falken is on-line 
supporting other users. 

| 


Fully configurable menus to create the desired 
‘look-and-feel’ of the system. 


@ Customize your menus and screens for both 
ANSI and ASCII users. 


@ DOS Shell, written specifically to be used with 
FOSSIL drivers, can be used either locally or 
remotely, It can be used to copy, delete, rename, 
type, dump, list, or locate files. 


@ Utilities included to automate maintenance, 
billing, monitoring and other functions. 


@ E-Mail with distribution lists. 


@ Attach File to E-Mail to be downloaded when 
the letter is read by the recipient. 


@ Message Base uses threaded responscs. 


@ Full Screen Editor uses ANSI codes to 
manipulate text on the screen. 


@ Global Commands include: .who, .user, 
.userlist, .time, logoff, .send, -kill, .extend 


(allows a sysop to give a user 10 extra minutes 
on their session). 


@ The Ymodem, Zmodem, and Xmodem 
protocols use the FOSSIL interface to the I/O 
ports. Source code for all protocols is available. 


FALKEN 6.0 Prices 


2-Line....... $99 8-Line..... $299 
4-Line..... $199 16-Line... $399 


Test Drive FALKEN 


The 2-line version of Falken 6.0 is available as 
Shareware. To download Falken or to see the 
system in action, call our BBS at 703-803-8000 
(USR/HST), local access on PCPusuit node 
DCWAS or Tymnet node 0476. 


‘You can also use the coupon on the left to request 
more information or order Falken 6.0. 


-nicser 


INFO*SHARE 
P.O. Box 1501 
Woodbridge VA 22193 
703-491-5823 


INTERNET NEWS 


INTERNET 
COMMERCIALIZATION 
UNDERWAY 


Traffic on the Internet has risen from 5 
billion packets in October 1990 to 11 
billion in October of 1991 and it’s still 
accelerating. One recent survey es- 
timates there are now over 535,000 at- 
tached hosts in 33 countries. Most of the 
growth of Internet has occurred during 
the past three years during the course of 
the current NSFNet backbone contract - 
Originally let for $5 million to 
Automated Network Services. This may 
represent one of the most highly 
leveraged investments of Federal funds 
in history. 


And there is more to come. The House 
and Senate reached accord on the Na- 
tional High Performance Computing 
Act during the last week of November 
and President George Bush signed this 
bill into law during the second week of 
December. This bill was originally in- 
troduced by Senator Albert Gore of Ten- 
nessee as the National Research and 
Education Network (NREN) proposal. 
The final bill calls for infusion of $318 
million in 1992 and an eventual $602.8 
million per year by 1996 to fund a 
gigabit-per-second data network essen- 
tially replacing the Internet’s NSFNet 
backbone. And a couple of surprises 
were included. The contract to ad- 
minister the backbone will not be 
awarded to a single contractor as it is 
now, but divided between two contrac- 
tors in an effort to spur competition. 
Further, the NSFNet is no longer tasked 
with managing the network contracts. 
What federal agency actually oversees 
the network was left up to the President 
in the final bill. 


The federal funding is actually the tip of 
the iceburg. With firm funds committed 
to build the network, hundreds of com- 
panies, Universities, and research en- 
tities are expected to pour development 
and product onto the fire. The govern- 
ments largesse is expected to comprise 
less than 10% of the total investment 
eventually. 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 


U.S. West has just committed $300 mil- 
lion to their Advanced Communications 
Services business unit. One of the 
priorities - connecting customer LANs 
to the Internet - initially in 14 cities. 


A lot of the debate over the commer- 
cialization of the Internet is becoming a 
mute point. Advanced Network and Ser- 
vices, the MCI/IBM/Menit partnership 
that currently operates the NSFNet 
backbone, has signed the commercial 
database service company DIALOG up 
as a customer. This is probably initially 
to allow DIALOG customers the pos- 
sibility of an Internet e-mail connection, 
but the concept of paid access to 
DIALOG’s many commercial database 
services over Internet has to be a subject 
of conversation. 


And in the final week of November, the 
CEOs of a dozen leading U.S. computer 
companies comprising a group called 
the Computer Systems Policy Project 
(CSPP) asked the Bush aministration to 
revise its thinking concerning the Na- 
tional Education and Research Network 
(NREN) to include support of dis- 
tributed computing and commercial ap- 
plications. In a meeting with Budget 
Director Richard Darman, the group ex- 
pressed their concern that the High Per- 
formance Computing and Communica- 
tions Initiative puts too much emphasis 
on research and ignores business needs. 
They urged the administration to put 
more resource into software develop- 
ment and to reexamine the prionties to 
design NREN to include a nationwide 
consumer and commercial network. The 
group includes Apple Computer, AT&T, 
Data General, Digital Equipment Cor- 
poration, Hewlett-Packard Company, 
IBM, and Sun Microsystems Inc. 


And an increasing number of people 
within Internet circles are worried over 
the position IBM seems intent on oc- 
cupying within the forum of the new 
network. The non-profit Automated 
Network and Services (ANS) subsidiary 
formed by IBM and MCI has now 
formed a for-profit subsidiary to sell 
commercial access to the Internet. And 
ANS seems to be the biggest winner in 
the NREN sweepstakes. Competitors 
are infuriated that it appears the federal 
government is going to spend millions 
of dollars to build an network as a gift 
to IBM. If our sources within IBM are 
correct - they have reason to be. 
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THE ELECTRONIC 
FRONTIER 
FOUNDATION’S FIRST 
ANNUAL ONLINE 
PIONEER AWARDS - CALL 
FOR NOMINATIONS 


In every field of human endeavor, there 
are those dedicated to expanding 
knowledge, freedom, efficiency and 
utility. Along the electronic frontier, this 
is especially true. To recognize this, the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation has es- 
tablished the Pioneer Awards. The first 
annual Pioneer Awards will be given at 
the Second Annual Computers, 
Freedom, and Privacy Conference in 
Washington, D.C. in March of 1992. 


All valid nominations will be reviewed 
by a panel of outside judges chosen for 
their knowledge of computer-based 
communications and the technical, 
legal, and social issues involved in net- 
working. 


There are no specific categories for the 
Pioneer Awards, but the following 
guidelines apply: 


1. The nominees must have made a sub- 
Stantial contribution to the health, 
growth, accessibility, or freedom of 
computer-based communications. 


2. The contribution may be technical, 
social, economic or cultural. 


3. Nominations may be of individuals, 
systems, or organizations in the private 
or public sectors. 


4. Nominations are open to all, and you 
may nominate more than one recipient. 
You may nominate yourself or your or- 
ganization. 


5. All nominations, to be valid, must 
contain your reasons, however brief, on 
why you are nominating the individual 
Or Organization, along with a means of 
contacting the nominee, and your own 
contact number. No anonymous 
nominations will be allowed. 


6. Every person or organization, with 
the single exception of EFF staff mem- 
bers, are eligible for Pioneer Awards. 


Talk 
fast. 


Talk 
for 
less. 


Talk 
with 
ZyXEL. 


“NEW Optional Mac * Fax 

software now availabie. 

‘Subject to terms and conditions. Prices and 
model specifications are subject to change 
without notice. MNP is a registered trademark of 
Microcom Inc. Mac is a registered trademark 
of Apple Computer. Inc 


ZyXEL 14.4Kbps High Speed Modeni: 
featuring 
V.32bis + V.42bis + Class 2 G3 FAX 


Now you can falk faster, talk for less 
money and talk to everyone. 


Designed and manufactured to conform to the demanding standards 
of today's high speed data communication, the ZyXEL family of 
14.4Kbps high speed dial-up modems with fax 
incorporate more technology for a lower price 
than any other modem on the market. 


Low-cost, high speed 

ZyXEL’s high performance low priced 

modems not only let you talk fast — with 

wide compatibility — but help you make 
significant savings on network time 
and cost. 

e High speed compatibility with 
V.32bis and V.32 and low speed 
compatibility with V.22bis at 
2.4Kbps and V.22/BELL 242A at 
4.2KOps. 

e Reliable error free connectivity at Ba 
speeds from 300to 57,600bps with CCITT 
V.42bis and MNP® 5 data compression and industry standard V.42 
and MNP4 error correction. 

« Class 2 G3 FAX send and receive with PC* FAX software. 

e Full asynchronous and synchronous compatibility with dial-up 
V.32/V.32bis modems. 


U-1496B ZyXEL 
PC Plug-In Card 


That isn’t all. 
i ZyXEL modems are supported by 
\ Zero One NetWorking’s unparal- 
leled level of customer service. 
With timely technical support and 
ZyXEL On-Line bulletin board serv- 
ZyXEL Model U-1496E ice means helpful and practical 
technical support is just a phone call away — ZyXEL BBS Support line 
714-693-0762. ZyXEL modems come with 5-year parts and labor 
warranty and a 30-day money back guarantee.,”* 
If you need to talk fast, talk to everybody and talk for less, then talk to 
Zero One. Prices like these can't last. 


Talk to us today 
800-255-4101 


Dealer/VAR/Consultant Discounts Available. 


zyXe. | 


| 


Corporation 


a X E L Communications O; NETWORKIAC 
ZyXEL modems are marketed by 
ZERO ONE NetWorking 
4920 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807 Tel: 714-693-0804 Fax: 714-693-0705 
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duplication. 


Interactive on-line games. 


You may nominate as many as you wish, 
but please use one form per nomination. 
You may return the forms to us via email 
at:pioneer @eff.org. You may mail them 
to us at: Pioneer Awards, EFF, 155 
Second St., Cambridge MA 02141. You 
may FAX them to us at: (617) 864-0866. 


Just tell us the name of the nominee, the 
phone number or email address at which 
the nominee can be reached, and, most 

‘ important, why you feel the nominee 
deserves the award. You can attach sup- 
porting documentation. Please include 
your own name, address, and phone 
number. 


We’re looking for the Pioneers of the 
Electronic Frontier that have made and 
are making a difference. Thanks for 
helping us find them, 


The Electronic Frontier Foundation 


Free down loads for first time callers. 

New files scanned immediately for all known viruses. 
Informat magazine published on-line weekly. 

200+ Interlink and Smarinet special interest conferences. 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 


WHY GO WEST? WE'RE NEW YORK'S BEST! 
THE INVENTION FACTORY BBS. 


44 PHONE LINES MEANS NO BUSY SIGNALS. 
OPERATING 24 HRS. PER DAY SINCE 1984. 
Easy to use PCB bulletin board software. 
Up to eight hours daily access time. 
30,000+ ZIPPED files - Over 100,000 individual files with no 


Hayes, USR and Compucom high speed modems. 


TO BROWSE THE SYSTEM AND REGISTER ON-LINE CALL 212-431-1194. 


INTERNET USER’S GUIDE 
AVAILABLE 


Internet offers unprecedented power 
and scope to the individual at a terminal. 
You can connect to systems in 33 na- 
tions from a keyboard more or less in- 
stantaneously and at little or no charge 
and access tnickloads of information, 
both esoteric and useful, interesting or 
dull, depending on your own interests 
and needs. The problem with all that 
access is that to reach any particular 
service, you must know specifically 
how to do so. There is actually a wealth 
of documentation on how touse Intemet 
on the Internet itself. But it tends to be 
buried in electronic files scattered hither 
and yon on systems all over the country. 
There is no real handbook for beginners 
on using the Internet and getting started. 


NYSERNet has announced release of 
the New User’s Guide to Useful and 
Unique Resources on the Internet, a 
project of the NYSERNet K-12 Net- 
working Interest Group and the 
NYSERNet/NYS Library Networking 
Interest Group for Libraries. 
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ii amine 


The printed book is neither exhaustive 
in coverage nor does it really provide a 
good introduction to what Internet is and 
how to use it. But it does list about fifty 
of the more popular online library 
catalogs, bulletin boards, ftp archives, 
and services available on the Internet. 
This gives new Intemet users a pretty 
good start on the way to exploring the 
Internet. The book was compiled and 
edited by Mr. Andrew Perry, Assistant 
Director of Librarians for Systems 
Management at the State University of 
New York at Binghamton. Available at 
$25. New User’s Guide, NYSERNet, 
Inc., 111 College Place, Syracuse, NY 
13244 


THE TELECOM DIGEST 


by Julia L. Wilkinson 


You say you don’t get enough e-mail? 
There’s a remedey for that. Subscribe to 
the TELECOM Digest and you'll get 
more e-mail than you do bills in your 
conventional mailbox. 


The TELECOM Digest is an Intemet 
mailing list, although some may know _ 
it as the Usenet Newsgroup — 


comp.dcom.telecom. and comprises an 
electronic publication covering 
telephone issues. Patrick Townson. the 
Digest’s moderator, notes the distinc- 
tion between these terms has become 
more and more blurred over the past few 
years. 


TELECOM Digest was founded in 
August, 1981 by Jon Solomon, then an 
employee in the computer department at 
Rutgers University. He published 
Digest for several years at his various 
places of employment including MIT 
and Boston University. In the fall of 
1988 he resigned and Patrick took over, 
moving the Digest to Northwestem 
University in Evanston Illinois. Patrick 
says he has "no affiliation with 
Northwestern other than their generous 
allowance for the use of their computer 
and network facilities." 


“When the Digest started in 1981 it was 
by and large a technical publication, but 
over the years it became much harder to 
separate the technical stuff from the 
political issues involved in telecom," 
says Patrick. The main focus of the 
Digest is the technical aspects of voice 
telephony. "But it touches on all aspects 
of the telephone service, including long 
distance, cellular phones, and more, " 
says Patrick. The "more" includes politi- 
cal and social issues and discussion in- 
volving telephones and the telephone 
companies. 


One of the hottest topics in the Telecom 
Digest over the years was the relation- 
ship between privacy and the phone (for 
instance, the privacy limitations im- 
posed by the advent of Caller ID) - so 
much so that a separate publication, the 
"Telecom Privacy Digest, " was started 
to alleviate the load. (To subscribe to the 
Telecom Privacy Digest, send e-mail to 
telecom 

-priv-request@pica.army.mil. Back is- 
sues are available via anonymous ftp on 
caesar.pica.army.mil. Login - guest 
and password = your_email_address; cd 
to the telecom directory). 


However, privacy issues still proliferate 
in the TELECOM Digest; a recent 
thread covers telemarketers and how to 
deal with them - the overwhelming con- 
sensus being that they are obnoxious 
and need to be stopped. You can obtain 
useful tips from the members to this end, 
including the technique cited in a recent 
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Paine p 
@ 


- TO ADVERTISE 
AN ITEM? 

- TO PURCHASE 
AN ITEM? 


CLASSIFIED AD-BASE! 


» AIRPLANES @ COMPUTERS 
@ AND MUCH MORE... | 


CiassiComputerFieds® 


|: ANTIQUES @ BOATS 


(800) 753-4223 VOICE 
FOR MORE INFO 


article wherein a couple changed their 
answering machine message to ward off 
such intruders. Another suggested tell- 
ing the salesperson to wait just a mo- 
ment until you got the door...and then 
leaving them hanging (hopefully up). 


Similarly, heated controversy over 
hacking and phreaking eventually got 
their own spinoff: the Computer Un- 
derground Digest (CUD). CUD 
describes itself as "a forum for the dis- 
cussion of legal, ethical, social, and 
other issues regarding computerized in- 
formation and communications. A 
recent article detailed a sample notice to 
law enforcement agents for BBS 
owners, citing the First Amendment and 
certain laws that protect the BBS from 
seizure without a warrant specific to 
each person’s e-mail. 


To subscribe to CUD mailing list, send 
mail to tkOjutl.mvs.cso.niu.edu. You 
can also read CUD in the Usenet 
Newsgroup alt.society.cu-digest. CUD 
issues are available on CompuServe in 
DLO and DL4 of the IBMBBS SIG, DL1 
of LAWSIG, and DLO and DLI12 of 
TELECOM, on GEnie, on the PC- 
EXEC BBS at (414)789-4210, and by 


LOCAL CALLING 
FROM 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN (317) 359-5199 
NASHVILLE, TN = (615) 883-4700 


CALL FOR FREE COMPUTER 
DEMO! 


Only 
$18.95 for 
6 month Start-up Kit. 
Then $24.95 a Year 


NO PER MINUTE CHARGES 
NO MONTHLY FEES 


anonymous ftp from 
ftp.cs.widener.edu (147.31.254.132), 
chsunl.spc.uchicago.edu, and 
ftp.ee.mu.oz.au. To use the University 
of Chicago mail server, send mai! with 
the subject help to archive-serv- 
er@chsunl.spe.uchicago.edu 


Patrick says the "TELECOM Digest is 
entirely written by the readers; all I do 
is edit for clarity, re-arrange the mes- 
sages in a logical order and handle the 
distribution." TELECOM Digest 
readers submit articles on a myriad of 
subjects, from whether or not telephone 
books are copyrighted to generating 
fake out-of-service messages. There is 
the occasional interesting factoid such 
as the eye doctor who included "2020" 
in his phone number. Patrick receives 
about 100 messages per day, but after 
sorting them out is left with about 30-50 
messages. These are distributed in 3-4 
issues of the Digest, "generally every 
few hours around the clock." Fortunate- 
ly for him, most of the work is 
automated once he selects those mes- 
sages to be used. 
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Having trouble choosing 


the right BBS’? 


Whether you’re planning your own version of CompuServe or just starting a single-line BBS 
in your basement, you’ ll find everything you need at Telesaurus. Our knowledgeable sales 
staff will help you choose from the widest selection of BBS software and hardware in 


the world. Software like TBBS, Wildcat!, PCBoard, Searchlight, Oracomm Plus, 
Coconet and XChange. Hardware from manufacturers like DigiBoard, Hayes, 


Intel, Practical Peripherals, US Robotics and others. And our “prehistoric 


prices” guarantee that you’ll get the most for your money. 


Telesaurus Corporation » 21832 Green Hill Rd * Farmington Hills, Ml 48335 
Orders: (800) 488-9831 « Info: (313) 477-0067 * BBS: (313) 477-7351 


He does add messages of his own oc- 
casionally. "Although my title is 
Moderator, I am more of an editor and 
facilitator," he says. "Moderator" is a 
Usenet term, and while I do function as 
the comp.dcom.telecom moderator, it 
is by default, with my main interest 
being the list-main- 
tainer/editor/facilitator for TELECOM 
Digest. 


TELECOM Digest goes out to about 
55,000 readers daily, throughout the 
USA and many foreign countries. The 
mailing list has about 1000 names at this 
time. About 40,000 readers see the 
Digest in comp.dcom.telecom on 
Usenet. About 10,000 more see it on 
various BBS machines around the 
world, and these are usually Fido sites 
which get it sent to them through the 
Fido/Internet gateway. 


In addition, some readers receive it at 
Unix sites on their own internal BBS. 
Patrick also sends copies to IBM, AT&T 
and a few telephone companies where it 
goes up on BBSs for employees. He 
sends copies to MCI Mail, AT&T Mail, 


Sprint Mail, and the Telebox Mail Sys- 
tem in Germany for redistribution to 
readers at those sites. There are also 
several Digest readers who are Compu- 
Serve users and some that access it via 
the Net Exchange BBS run by Telenet 
for PC Pursuit subscribers. 


You can subscribe to the TELECOM 
Digest by sending mail to 
telecom @eecs.nwu.edu. Personal mail 
to Patrick can be _ sent to: 
ptownson@ eecs.nwu.edu. 


New subscribers to the Digest receive a 
Welcome message with information on 
the history of the Digest and how to 
obtain archives of past issues. There is 
also a list of answers to frequently asked 
questions ("FAQs") such as "How do 
phones work?," "What happens when 
all the telephone numbers run out?," 
"What is Bellcore?," " How can I 
prevent the call waiting tone from beep- 
ing in mid-conversation?” and "How 
can I get specifications on how Caller 
ID service works?" 
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TELESAURUS 


If you want to explore the back issues, 
you can rummage through the Telecom 
Archives. You can use anonymous ftp to 
login there: 


ftp Ics.mit.edu 

login: anonymous 

password: (your e-mail address) 
cd telecom-archives 


In addition to ten years of back issues of 
the Digest, there are numerous files of 
interest relating to telephones and com- 
munications. 


{You may contact Julia Wilkinson at 
julia @aol.com - editor] 


EUDORA: A FRIENDLY 
E-MAIL INTERFACE FOR 
YOUR MAC 


by Jacob Allan 


Before Eudora, Macintosh users were 
forced to learn endless cryptic com- 
mands to use electronic mail on UNIX 
and VAX computers. Many users don’t 
bother learning the non Mac-like com- 
mands and set aside electronic mail as 
not very useful. Now, sending and 
receiving electronic mail from your 
Mac is quick and easy using a program 
called Eudora. 


The advantage of Eudora is the freedom 
to use the standard Mac text-editing 
tools in the Edit Menu. With Eudora’s 
point and click flexibility, you can 
delete, cut, copy, and paste words or 
lines in your mail message. Forwarding 
messages or replying to messages is as 
simple as selecting an option from the 
Message Menu. You can also easily cre- 
ate mailboxes, like folders, to file your 
message. 


WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO RUN 
EUDORA 


Account on an Internet host computer 
with a POP3 server. 

Either an Ethernet card, an AppleTalk to 
IP gateway, or a modem to physically 
make the connection to your host. 
MacTCP for network connection or The 
Macintosh Communications Toolbox 
(built into System 7!) for a modem con- 
nection. 

System 6.0.4 or newer operating system 
software. 

Eudora program. 


Eudora is available via anonymous FTP 
from ux1.cso.uiuc.edu in the directory 
/mac/eudora. 


SENDING MESSAGES WITH 
EUDORA 


To send an electronic mail message, 
select New Message from the Message 
Menu. Simply, point and click after 
“To:" and type the recipient’s address. 
Press tab or point and click to position 
the cursor in the next field. (Notice that 
Eudora automatically enters your POP 
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account address that you set using the 
Configuration option found in the Spe- 
cial Menu.) 


Inthe next three fields you may enter the 
brief subject of the message, the addres- 
ses of users you want to receive a carbon 
copy (Cc), and the addresses of the users 
you want to receive a blind carbon copy 
(Bcc) of your message. 


The difference between Cc and Bec is 
that the recipient will know from the 
message header who has received a Cc 
but not who has received a Bcc. 


In the final field, X-Attachments, you 
can specify Mac documents to send 
along with the message. This can be 
done using the Attach Document op- 
tion in the Message Menu. When you 
use X-Attachments, the file or files are 
automatically placed in a special folder 
called Attachments on the recipient’s 
desk top. 


Now, press tab or point and click to the 
message area and type your message. 
Remember, you can use the standard 
Mac text-editing tools in the Edit Menu. 
Point and click on "Send" to send your 
message. 


RECEIVING MESSAGES WITH 
EUDORA 


Receiving messages is as easy as 
launching Eudora, selecting the Check 
Mail option from the Edit Menu, and 
typing in your password. Eudora auto- 
matically logs onto a server and collects 
all your messages and then transfers 
them to your Mac. 


To read a new message, select In from 
the Mailbox Menu and then point and 
double click on a message. New mes- 
sage are marked at the left with a bullet. 
The bullet disappears once you have 
read the message. 


Messages can be printed by selecting 
Print from the File Menu. To delete a 
message, point and click on or open a 
message and select Delete from the 
Message Menu. 


REPLYING TO MESSAGES WITH 
EUDORA 


To reply to a !message, select Reply in 
the Message Menu. Eudora will auto- 
matically append a copy of the message 
you are replying to. This message ap- 
pears with carets (>) at the start of each 
line. (If you don’t want the message 
appended to your reply, simply select 
and delete it.) Type your reply in the new 
window below the appended text or 
anywhere you like. It’s easy to reply to 
questions or statements since you can 
start typing anywhere in the appended 
text by simply positioning the cursor. 
Click the "Send" button to send your 
message. 


REDIRECTING OR FORWARD- 
ING MESSAGES 


Select the appropriate option from the 
Message Menu to redirected or for- 
warded messages. You can type a new 
message address over the original "To:" 
in the message header. 


CREATING MAILBOXES 


Messages can be moved from the "In" 
mailbox to a personalized mailbox that 
you create. You can have many per- 
sonalized mailboxes. To create a new 
mailbox, select New... from the Mailbox 
Menu. A window will appear and you 
can name your mailbox, for example, 
Reports. To file incoming messages in 
your Reports Mailbox simply open or 
select the message and then select the 
Reports Mailbox from the Transfer 
Menu. 


To view messages stored in a mailbox, 
select the mailbox from the Mailbox 
Menu. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Eudora was written by Steven Dorner 
and is copyrighted by the University of 
Illinois Board of Trustees. For more in- 
formation, send e-mail to s- 
dorner @ uiuc.edu. 


[Jacob Allan is a student at the Univer- 
sity of Califomia, San Diego. He 

is majoring in Computer Engineering. 
Jacob works part-time at the 

San Diego Supercomputer Center - 
Editor] 


CERFNET OFFERS 
INTERNET RESOURCE 
GUIDE BY E-MAIL 


The California Education and Research 
Network (CERFnet) has established a 
mail server to provide sections of the 
Internet Resource Guide to e-mail 
boxes of those who do not have ftp 
access to download the guide. To 
receive a file with instructions and a list 
of the guide’s chapters and sections, 
send an e-mail message to info @serv- 
er@nnsc.nsf.net. In the message body, 
enter the following three lines: 


Request: resource-guide 
Topic: resource-guide-help 
Request: end 


For those with ftp access, you may do 
an anonymous ftp to nic.cerf-net and 
find the Internet Resource Guide in the 
/cerfnet/irg subdirectory. 


Another document of interest is the /7- 
ternet Accessible Library Catalogs and 
Databases, updated in August 1991. 
This file is available in the subdirectory 
/cerfnet/cerfnet_info/library_catalo 


g. 


THE BBS TO 
INTERNET 
CONNECTION 


With the President’s signature on the 
High Performance Computing Act, the 
Internet and NREN will increasingly 
dominate the internetworking 
landscape. To this point, much of the 
debate about implementation revolves 
around moving the TI, and partially T3 
NSFnet backbone, currently sporting a 
top speed of 45 Mbps, to Gigabit per 
second or higher data rates. There’s a lot 
of concern about contractors, advanced 
switch technology, and protocols. 


But the ivory tower crowd that has 
formed the heart of Internet up to this 
point has a bit of a blind spot when it 
comes to two primary issues, mathe- 
matics and software interface. 
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With regards to interface, despite the 
high esteem the Unix command line has 
been held in academia, it is in most 
respects hostile territory for the human 
mind. The propeller heads love the 
power of some 300 operating system 
commands and an entire culture of spe- 
cialized utility program add-ons. Most 
of the rest of the academic community 
is loathe to admit they don’t understand 
anything and so view the basic Internet 
interface as either |) a necessary rite of 
initiation/passage or 2) an unnecessary 
and frivolous domain populated by 
propeller heads. 


At the other extreme, IBM stands quite 
ready to step into the breach and provide 
access to the Internet to everyone - at a 
true Blue price. If Prodigy is an indica- 
tion of how they view networking, I’m 
pretty sure I don’t want any. If they do 
manage to get the Federal government 
to somehow mandate an Internet 
monopoly for IBM, and this is starting 
to smell likely, we’re pretty much back 
to square one with intemetworking. I'll 
probably go find Bill Schrader and the 
propeller heads and see how they are 
Starting all over again from scratch. 


But for all the K-12 schools and the 
general online population that we now 
talk of having access to the Internet in 
the near future, the current interface is 
by all measures unacceptable. Those 
new to the Internet world, after seeing 
offline mail readers such as QMail 
deluxe, general mail utilities such as 
Norton Commander’s interface for MCI 
Mail, or just accustomed to dealing with 
message databases on even the most 
basic bulletin boards, the Unix com- 
mand line looks like an enormous and 
frightening leap backward. Similarly, 
Fidonet aficionados, accustomed to 
packaging hundreds of messages into a 
single packet, compressing the packet to 
a third its normal size with archive 
utilities, and then passing the packets 
with ZMODEM protocols automat- 
ically, UUCP looks a lot like a rude 
script program to do ASCII file transfers 
(not much of an exageration here tech- 
nically I’m afraid). 


The second problem has to do with 
mathematics. Most of those offering In- 
ternet access so far have been providing 
training and services to a total user 
population comparable to a part time 
RBBS single line BBS run for fun in the 
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evenings. Those in Internet are fond of 
citing usage and traffic statistics, but in 
reality, Fidonet alone handles very near- 
ly the level of actual message traffic as 
the NSFnet backbone. And because of 
the rigors of training the user population 
to use Internet in its native form, these 
access providers would be hard pressed 
to serve a larger group. When Internet 
movers and shakers gratuitously discuss 
putting Internet in the grade school 
classroom, they rarely have but the 
vaguest concept of the numbers in- 
volved. To put ONE terminal in each 
school district in the United States is far 
removed from the goal of a terminal in 
each classroom. But at the school dis- 
trict level, we are talking about 16,000 
connections. There is no organization or 
entity within Intemet currently capable, 
even remotely, of dealing with that sort 
of population. 


Both problems can be attacked from a 
number of directions. But while the 
powers that be begin to talk of "software 
development” and commercial access 
entities, electronic bulletin board sys- 
tems have already begun the task and 
appear to be as good an interim solution 
as any. And perhaps more than that. 


School districts for example, COULD 
set up a BBS in each school - access 
from each classroom (or student’s home 
for that matter) and in fact network the 
school bulletin boards using Fido type 
technology to pass e-mail and Usenet 
newsgroups. A single system per school 
district could gateway Usenet 
Newsgroups and e-mail to these school 
district nets. And many BBS packages 
now feature “outdial"” functions that 
would allow each school BBS to pro- 
vide real time access to a limited set of 
library catalogs etc. to callers. But 
would this really accomplish Intemet 
access? 


Not completely. But a pretty good start. 
The Intermet provides four basic ser- 
vices of interest to the world: 


¢ 1. Universal personal e-mail 

* 2. Usenet News Groups 

¢ 3. ftp file transfer 

* 4, telnet access to logon to 
remote databases. 
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Your Source for BBS Software & Hardware 


This Month's Featured Products 


eSoft 


TBBS (2.2) 2 Line BBS 
TBBS (2.2) 16 Line BBS 
TDBS 2 User Database 
TDBS 16 User Database 


239.00 
695.00 
319.00 
785.00 


DigiBOARD 
DigiCHANNEL PC/4 
DigiCHANNEL PC/8 
DigiCHANNEL MC/4 
DigiCHANNEL MC/8 


BBS Technologies also carries a selection of CD ROM Titles 


*TBBS* *Wildcat!* *The Major BBS* 
“DigiBoard* “US Robotics* *Hayes* ‘Intel* *Practical Peripherals* 


Orders (800) 944-9464 Inquiries (209) 222-0733 BBS (209) 222-0227 


©1992 BBS Technologies, TBBS/TDBS are Trademarks of eSoft, Inc. 


The electronic bulletin board can easily 
handle items | and 2, make item 3 Jar- 
gely irrelevant, and may eventually pro- 
vide item 4. 


The question of ftp file transfer is largely 
mute. Most BBS have thousands of files 
online already and if access to files on 
the Internet becomes necessary, the 
BBS can import the files and keep them 
on hand. Rather than having individual 
callers access the Internet to ftp the same 
files over and over, the BBS can keep 
the more popular files "staged" on the 
BBS itself for download. This would 
reduce the redundant traffic on the In- 
ternet, and probably provide the caller 
with a better interface for locating and 
downloading files. In reality, the 
“monster" file archives on Internet don’t 
quite qualify as a “big" BBS now with 
many private bulletin boards sporting 
over 50,000 files. 


Currently, the two most important ele- 
ments of Internet access are Usenet 
News Groups and personal e-mail over 
the Internet. And bulletin board systems 
can offer this service, in only a slightly 
degraded form, right now. Usenet News 
Groups are similar to the echoed mes- 


sage conferences currently available on 
dozens of BBS networks - except there 
are nearly 2000 of them and they have 
an audience as wide as the Intermet. 
Internet e-mail is growing in importance 
simply because of the scope and reach 
of the Domain Naming System and the 
gateways for e-mail between Intemet 
and nearly every other network in the 
world. You can send an e-mail message 
globally in minutes at virtually no cost 
- a pretty good combination. Intemet 
has reached a critical mass at this point 
where if you operate any kind of e-mail 
service - from a hobby BBS to 
PRODIGY and particularly including 
an office LAN, if you don’t have a con- 
nection to exchange mail via Internet - 
you’re an island. 


The ideal connection between a bulletin 
board system and the Internet would 
consist of a dedicated telephone line and 
a TCP/IP Internet connection. This 
would provide a full real-time connec- 
tion to the Internet. Internet users could 
logon to your BBS using telnet and your 
BBS callers could access Internet ser- 
vices. However, the costs of a dedicated 
line - often $600 to $1000 per month, 
plus the cost of a bridge-router 
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(anywhere from $6000 to $30,000), and 
a Channel Service Unit/Digital Service 
Unit (CSU/DSU - typically $800- 
$1200) make this a bit pricey. Typically, 
a "“membership" fee for this type of con- 
nection runs about $10,000 per year as 
well. It will likely be several years 
before bulletin boards routinely sport 
full time connections to the Internet. 


And they really don’t add much to the 
BBS. For about $35 per month, a regular 
modem, and a bit of software, bulletin 
boards can serve as a channel for per- 
sonal e-mail and Usenet News Groups 
right now. Their callers can then send 
and receive e-mail messages, subscribe 
to mailing lists, and participate in the 
hundreds of the Newsgroup message 
conferences available on Usenet. And 
they can do it using their existing offline 
mail readers or the familiar message 
base interface of their usual BBS haunts 
without having to learn much of any- 
thing beyond basic BBS etiquette - a 
much lower level of acculturation. 


For the general population, both the 
economics and the learning curve favor 
a BBS interface. Full Internet shell ac- 
counts start at about $15 per month. If 
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you are going to use it for basic e-mail 
and don’t necessarily want to take a 
graduate course in UNIXology, it would 
be much more convenient, easier, and 
less expensive if your $50 per year BBS 
account would handle the load. The e- 
mail would arrive within a few hours or 
a day, rather than within a couple of 
minutes - small bother for most users. 


The basic requirements to accomplish 
an Intemmet interface for a BBS include: 


¢ UUCP Host Account 
¢ Domain Name Assignment 
¢ Interface Software 


UUCP HOST ACCOUNT 


The first order of business in interfacing 
a BBS to the Internet involves acquiring 
a UUCP host that is connected to the 
Internet. Many University computer 
science departments and even some 
commercial corporations will provide 
accounts at no charge at all. But these 
are provided on an "as available" basis 
and are subject to the whims of whoever 
is running those systems. There are a 
number of “regional” internet service 
providers and several companies who 
provide more reliable connections for a 
fee - usually about $35 per month for 
UUCP e-mail and the basic Usenet 
Newsgroups. The best connection deals 
we’ve seen offered come from the fol- 
lowing providers: 


Colorado SuperNet 

Colorado SuperNet is probably- our 
favorite and the host service we use for 
BOARDWATCH.COM -_ under- 
standable enough given the local geog- 
raphy. The system offers a number of 
connection options including a UUCP 
account at a basic charge of $2 per hour 
with a $20 monthly minimum. The ser- 
Vice also requires a $20 setup charge and 
there is an additional $20 charge to 
register your own domain name. They 
offer a very capable SUN system net- 
work with Telebit modems offering 
14,400bps V.32bis connections. They 
also offer slightly pricier SLIP and PPP 
connections and are quite progressive in 
experimenting with new services and 
software. One minus for most of our 
readers - with a limited support staff, 
SuperNet currently offers service only 
to residents of Colorado. Colorado Su- 
pernet, Inc., Colorado School of Mines, 
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1500 Illinois Street, Golden, CO 80401; 
303-273-3471 voice; 303-273-3475 
fax. Internet: dem@csn.org 


Netcom 

UUCP E-Mail and Netnews feed con- 
nection is available at $35 per month. 
And Serial Line Internet Protocol 
(SLIP) and Point-to-Point Protocol 
(PPP) connections are available at a 
monthly charge of $150. None of these 
services require any connect time char- 
ges at all, beyond the callers own long 
distance charges to reach the Netcom 
point of presence in San Jose, Califor- 
nia. 


The company provides a GUEST ac- 
count anyone can dial up to access fur- 
ther information about the services 
available at (408)241-9760 or 
(415)424-0131. Type guest at the login: 
prompt - no password necessary. The 
guest account doesn’t provide shell ac- 
cess, but you can fill out an application 
online and get more information about 
the company. They are pleased to pro- 
vide service to anyone in the nation. 
Netcom Online Communications Ser- 
vices, 4000 Moorpark Ave., Suite 209, 
San Jose, CA 95117; (408)554-UNIX 
voice; (408)241-9145 fax; Internet: 
info@netcom.com. 


Performance Systems International 

PSI offers a service they title UUPSI . 
This provides dial up access to systems 
using the normal UUCP mail session via 
high-speed 9600 bps connections. 
Simple UUCP e-mail is priced at a flat 
$25 monthly while e-mail and Usenet 
News Groups come at $75 per month. 


There is an initial $75 setup fee, but PSI 
includes registration of your system for 
its own unique domain name in the In- 
ternet. PSI also offers an additional set 
of conferences at an extra charge called 
CLARINET that provide such addition- 
al copyrighted services as UPI News, 
Newsbytes, Dave Barry’s columns, etc. 


PSI is probably the current favorite for 
most bulletin boards largely because 
they offer local access in some 25 cities 
via their own network and seem to be 
adding cities at a rapid pace. Perfor- 
mance Systems International, Inc., 
11800 Sunnse Valley Drive, Ste. 1100, 


-Reston, VA 22091; 800-827-7482 


voice; (703)620-4586 fax; e-mail: 
info@ psi.com. 
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CERFnet 

CERFnet offers a program titled Dial n’ 
CERF allowing dial up connections to 
a UNIX shell account at high speeds for 
$20 monthly plus $5 hourly connect 
time. Any long distance charges to San 
Diego are also extra. The dissuader with 
this service in the past has been a $250 
installation fee. CERFnet has offered to 
waive this fee for Boardwatch readers. 


The company also publishes a fascinat- 
ing newsletter titled CERFnet News 
available in both print and e-mail for- 
mats. CERFnet, San Diego Supercom- 
puter Center, P.O. Box 85608, San 
Diego, CA 92186-9784; (619)534-5087 
voice; (619)534-5167 fax. Internet: 
help @cerfnet. 


DOMAIN NAME 
REGISTRATION 


With a UUCP host account, your system 
will receive an e-mail address. Depend- 
ing on how far out the chain you are with 
your connection, this address can be 
quite lengthy. There is a way to shorten 
it however by registering a DOMAIN 
NAME for your system with the Net- 
work Information Center. Callers can 
then address e-mail to a much shorter, 
more identifiable address such as 
CHANNELI.COM. E-mail to in- 
dividual callers to the BBS would be 
addressed to something like 
BRIAN.MILLER@CHANNELI. 
COM or JRICK- 
ARD@BOARDWATCH.COM. 


Normally, the entity providing your 
UUCP host account can help you 
process an application for domain 
registration. This typically takes about 8 
working days to go into effect and there 
is usually a fee of around $20 involved. 
Since this registration usually requires 
some information from and about your 
host system, it is best to work with them 
on domain name registration. The actual 
center of the universe where this is 
processed is at the Network Information 
Center or NIC. As of October 1, 1991. 
the NIC was moved to Chantilly Vir- 
ginia and is now administered by 
Government Systems Incorporated. 
Their contact information: 
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38,400- bps 


169 — 9,600 - 
SpeedM odem 


e Incredible But True! \ 


e More Callers — Faster Service 
e More Attractive BBS 


Affordable 9600 bps Modem BBS Advantage 


ompuCom Corporation announces the 
SpeedModem™ Champ™ 9600 bps modem at the 
incredibly low price of $169. The Champ’s 
raw speed is 300-9600 bps and it features data 
compression throughput up to 38,400 bps! 


Although 9600 bps modems have been available for a 
number of years, only a few percent of the modems in 
use today operate at this high speed. Their cost is 
prohibitive to the average modem user. CompuCom 
has changed that. They are making high speed 
modems affordable to ALL, not just the few percent 
who could afford them. 


The SpeedModem is compatible with all modems up 
through 2400 bps and MNP5. At 9600 bps or higher it 
is similar to other popular modems, it will 
communicate only with one of its own technology. 
However, at costs competitive with 2400 bps MNP 
modems it’s like buying a 2400 bps modem and getting 
9600 bps FREE! Bob Mahoney of EXEC PC sums it up: 


“The CompuCom SpeedModem provides all the 
utility of a high quality 2400 bps MNP5 modem, 
but it gives 9600 bps in the package. With that, it is 

riced below most modems that offer only the 
2400 bps (MNP) speed. Instead of buying a 
modem like that for $169, why don’t they buy a 


real 9600 bps that also does a good job at 2400 bps 
MNP®5? The SpeedModem is such a modem.” 


Sysops are beginning to realize that the SpeedModem is 
the only opportunity for most of their users to join the 
ranks of the high speed Top Guns. Thus they are 
adding it to their service. Although the SpeedModem 
has been in production only a short time, hundreds of 
BBSs are online including EXEC PC and Rusty n 
Edie’s. 

More BBSs are coming online daily. For the Sysop it 
means a faster, more popular BBS, and a happy caller. 
CompuCom also helps you promote your BBS. Call for 
details on our Sysop program. 


‘@® callNow 800-ACT-ON-IT "= 
(800-228-6648) 


5-Year Warranty. 30-Day Money Back Guarantee. 


(SCOMPUCOM 


When Speed and Reliability Count 


1180-J Miraloma Way, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 - 408.732.4500 Fax 408.732.4570 


Government Systems, Inc. 

Attn: Network Information Center 
14200 Park Meadow Drive, Suite 200 
Chantilly, VA 22021 


Help Desk Telephone Numbers: 
800-365-3642 

703-802-4535 

Fax Number: 1-703-802-8376 
Network Address: 192.112.36.5 
(NIC.DDN.MIL) 

Root Domain Server: 192.112.36.4 
(NS.NIC.DDN.MIL) 


UUCP TO BBS 
INTERFACE SOFTWARE 


Most of the BBS/Internet interface work 
has been done in the Fidonet com- 
munity. Tim Pozar and Randy Bush 
have been plowing this frontier for 
several years now and others have been 
at work as well. Thomas Dell actually 
publishes a BBS package for PCs titled 
WAFFLE that includes a UUCP inter- 
face. 


To understand the process of porting 
Usenet Newsgroups and e-mail, it might 
first help to look at a typical BBS 
Fidonet setup. All bulletin board sys- 
tems contain a message database of 
some type. This is a database containing 
all the messages entered on the system 
locally. Callers dial in to read and 
respond to messages and increasingly, 
use offline mail readers to dial in, 
retrieve a packet of mail, and 
read/respond offline entirely. 


Fidonet was originally based on Tom 
Jennings FIDO BBS software. Mes- 
sages have a specific format for storage 
individually on this type of BBS and so 
they can be exchanged with other sys- 
tems rather easily. Packages such as 
OPUS and MAXIMUS still deal with 
Fido-style messages more or less direct- 


ly. 


Almost all other BBS software features 
proprietary message databases. And as 
the desire to connect to Fidonet grew, 
utilities were developed to translate 
Fido style messages to specific 
proprietary BBS database formats. The 
process of exporting messages from the 
BBS message base to Fido format is 
usually referred to as aSCAN operation 
where the BBS message base is scanned 
for outbound messages which are then 
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extracted and converted to Fido format, 
packaged, and in most cases com- 
pressed for mailing. 


The process of importing Fido messages 
into specific message areas in the BBS 
database is usually termed a TOSS 
operation. Incoming Fido messages are 
unpacked, sorted out and mapped to 
specific BBS message areas, and 
"tossed" into them so callers can read 
them. Wildcat! system operators for ex- 
ample use a utility called TOMCAT to 
do SCAN/TOSS operations while 
Major BBS operators use a program 
titled MjrFido to do the same thing. 
TBBS operators choose from eSoft’s 
NETMAIL UTILITIES or a third 
party utility titled TMAIL by 
Australian Larry Lewis. 


Almost all popular BBS packages have 
some sort of utility for mating to the 
Fidonet in this way, although often they 
are offered by third party developers 
rather than the orginal BBS author. 


Aside from the SCAN/TOSS utilites, 
most systems use a particular Fidonet 
compatible MAILER program to ac- 
tually make the connection and ex- 
change mail with other systems. These 
programs are generally NOT specific to 
any BBS software. BinkleyTerm, 
SEAMail, Front Door, and D’ Bndge are 
probably the most popular mailers and 
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virtually any of them can be used with 
any BBS software. For that matter, they 
can be used alone. These mailers use the 
Fidonet nodelist as a telephone direc- 
tory, actually operate the modem, and 
provide the protocols and handshaking 
to dial another Fido system, negotiate a 
protocol, and deliver/receive mail pack- 
ages and files. In some applications, the 
mailer actually monitors the telephone 
line and receives calls. If the incoming 
calls are not automated mail systems, 
the mailer then passes control to the 
BBS software - acting as what is generi- 
cally termed a “front door” for the BBS 
package. In other cases, the BBS shuts 
down on a time schedule to run a mail 
"event" where the BBS unloads, and 
runs the mailer separately to send out 
any outbound "mailbags." 


Much of the effort in interfacing bulletin 
boards to the Internet involves this ex- 
isting Fido-style operation. These Fido 
systems can be modified by adding two 
basic modules: an SMTP message to 
Fido message translator and a UUCP 
dialer interface. SMTP (Simple Mail 
Transfer Protocol) is the standard for 
Intemet message formatting and these 
are the type of messages you will 
receive over a UUCP connection. 


The Unix program normally used to 
make the UUCP (Unix to Unix Copy 
Program) connection using a modem is 


called UUCICO - Unix to Unix Copy 
In Copy Out program - usually 
pronounced YOU-KIY-KO. This pro- 
gram is analogous to the Fido mailer 
program in that it manages the modem, 
automatically dials the local host sys- 
tem, and swaps mail. 


There are several packages emerging to 
perform the message translations and 
fill the UUCICO function on the DOS 
platform. One of the earliest programs 
of this type was Tim Pozar’s UFGATE. 
Currently in release 1.03, UFGATEcon- 
tains a version of UUCICO to make the 
calls, and translation software to convert 
incoming SMTP style messages into 
Fido .MSG files and toss them into 
Fido-style message directories. From 
there, the existing Fido/BBS 
SCAN/TOSS utilities can pick up the 
-MSG files and import or toss them into 
the BBS message base. Likewise, mes- 
sages entered on the BBS can be 
scanned and converted to standard Fido 
-MSG files. UFGATE can pick them up, 
translate them to SMTP messages, and 
send them out to the local UUCP host 
for transmission over the Internet. This 
process works equally well for in- 
dividual e-mail messages and Usenet 
News Groups. In this way, with a call or 
two per day to a Unix host, the BBS can 
participate in Internet mail activities as 
a UUCP connection. UFGATE is avail- 
able in the file UFG_103.ZIP. Registra- 
tion $35 for non-commercial entities - 
$195 for commercial, corporate, or 
governmental use. Contact Tim Pozar, 
Late Night Software Co. 671 28th 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94131; 
(415)695-7727 voice; (415)695-0759 
BBS. 


A more recent and slightly more effi- 
cient program to do the same thing is Joe 
Hance’s FREDGATE. Currently avail- 
able in the file FRD_18K.ZIP, Fred- 
Gate works quite similarly to UFGATE. 
However, it runs much faster and deals 
not with the older individual Fido .MSG 
files, which consist of individual files 
for each message, but rather with Fido 
-PKT packets. These packets contain 
numerous messages that must be un- 
packed. 


Since most Fido mail utilities use the 
concept of packetizing mail, this is not 
much ofa problem. FREDGATE simply 
converts incoming SMTP messages to 
a Fidonet .PKT packet and stores it in 
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the normal Fidonet inbound mail sub- 
directory. Existing Fido utilities are then 
used to unpack these messages and im- 
port (TOSS) the messages into the BBS 
database. Likewise, Fido utilities can be 
used to SCAN the BBS message base 
for outbound messages and pack them 
up into .PKT files for export and place 
them in an outbound mail directory. 
FREDGATE then translates these pack- 
ets into SMTP mail messages to send to 
the UUCP host, and creates the work 
files UUCICO needs to deliver the mail. 
In this way, FREDGATE uses a much 
simpler subdirectory structure than UF- 
GATE, operates a bit faster, and is some- 
what more flexible in its configuration 
options. 


To actually make the UUCP dialed con- 
nection, FREDGATE includes the 
UUCICO program from Thomas Dell’s 
WAFFLE BBS package to make the 
telephone call to the Unix host and swap 
mail. The only problem with FredGate 
is the waning interest of the author and 
an uncertain future. Fredgate Version 
1.8K is available in the file 
FRD_18K.ZIP. No registration fee for 
non-commercial use. Contact J.W. 
Hance, joe@mgcind, CIS 72617,2205; 
FidoNet 1:231/270.0. 


Arecent development for PCBoard sys- 
tems is a Usenet interface written by 
Mark "Sparky" Herring. Mr. Herring is 
more widely known as the author of the 
QMail Deluxe offline mail reader - a 
shareware program with over 10,000 
registered users. His PCB/Usenet 
Gateway program offers some good 
hews and some bad news. The good 
news is that the Fido interface is not 
necessary - although many PCBoard 
systems DO regularly connect to 
Fidonet and could use UFGATE or 
FredGate. Herring’s program actually 
translates the SMTP messages directly 
into PCBoard message format without 
the intermediate Fido steps. Individual 
Usenet Newsgroups are simply mapped 
to PCBoard conferences. To do the host 
dialing, Herring’s program also uses the 
same UUCICO from Thomas Dell’s 
WAFFLE program. 


The program does require the caller to 
enter special TO: and SUBJECT: fields 
to participate in Usenet newsgroups and 
e-mail. Sparky Herring has addressed 
this somewhat with his offline mail 
reader, QMail Deluxe. Currently in ver- 
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sion 1.21, QMail allows the user to 
simply REPLY to Internet messages and 
it automatically captures the from ad- 
dress and inserts it into the reply. When 
used with PCB/Usenet Gateway 
equipped PCBoard systems, this allows 
callers to deal with Internet e-mail and 
news groups offline just as they do any 
other PCBoard mail conference. The 
latest version of QMail Deluxe can be 
downloaded from the QMail support 
BBS at (901)382-5583. 


The bad news regarding PCB/Usenet 
Gateway is the price - $3000. This is 
more money than virtually any full BBS 
software package we’re aware of and 
completely out to lunch for a utility 
program. The program was originally 
developed by Herring for Canada 
Remote Systems in Mississauga On- 
tario. It’s since appeared on Andy 
Keeves Executive Network BBS in 
New York and Brian Miller’s Channel | 
BBS in Cambridge. The PCB/Usenet 
Gateway program is actually being 
marketed by Canada Remote Systems. 
Contact Michael MacDonald, Canada 
Remote Systems, 1331 Crestline Drive, 
Unit D, Mississauga, Ontario Canada, 
LAW-2P9; (800)415-7562 voice. 


Ed Hopper also thinks $3000 is a bit 
proud. He’s been working on a similar 
program for PCBoard systems he calls 
uuPCB. This program is still in wide 
beta test as of January 1, 1992 but allows 
the UUCP connection and imports ex- 
ports both Internet e-mail and Usenet 
Newsgroups to PCBoard conferences. 


The delightful thing about Hopper’s 
program is that the callers need do noth- 
ing unusual with the TO: and SUB- 
JECT: fields in the PCBoard con- 
ference areas. They simply read and 
respond to mail as they do in any other 
conference. In Usenet Newsgroups, 
"moderated" conferences require you to 
send e-mail to the moderator, who then 
decides whether or not to publish your 
message. Hopper’s program simply re- 
quires the sysop to set up moderated 
conferences as private e-mail conferen- 
ces. 


The best part about uuPCB is the price 
- $49 for PCBoard systems running 
three lines or less, $99 for those running 
the six line PCBoard, $149 for the 9-line 
version, $174 for the 25-line boards, and 
$199 for the unlimited PCBoard sys- 


about $330 per month. 


tems. This is more in the range of the 
average BBS operator’s budget. Ed 
Hopper, 3403 Jacquelyn, Pearland, TX 
77581; (713)997-9834 voice; (713)997- 
7575 BBS; Internet:  ed.hop- 
per @ehbbs.hou.tx.us. 


Another approach is to run a dedicated 
UUCP mail package as a "door" pro- 
gram. BBS software such as PCBoard, 
Wildcat!, RBBS, and Searchlight can 
run external programs by shelling the 
BBS out to the program. The WAFFLE 
BBS program mentioned earlier can be 
set up as a door program to provide 
access to Usenet News Groups and In- 
ternet e-mail. Waffle 1.64 is available in 
the file WAF164.ZIP. Registration for 
non-commercial use is $30. Commer- 
cial or governmental use is $120. 
Thomas E. Dell, Darkside International, 
PO Box 4436, Mountain View, CA 
94040; dell@vox.darkside.com; 
(408)245-7726 - BBS. 


Configuration of any of these packages 
is NOT trivial. But anyone who has set 
up a Fido node in the past would have 
little difficulty. The most troublesome 


—— 
— 
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BAD NEWS AND GOOD NEWS: The Bad: if your BBS is depending on GIFS now, you might be toast. The 
Good: you can toast the competition with color VGA file sizes of 5K-10K] 


IF YOU WERE AT FIDOCON this August you may have seen us download a color VGA image in 4 to 7 
SECONDS. As a BBS professional, we don't have to hype you on what this means: a new phenomenon is 
upon us, one we might have expected with fibre optics and ISDN, but not over ordinary phone lines. 
Fractal image compression, not JPEG data compression is the key to graphic files small enough for real 
time interaction with your users. 


HOW IT’S DONE: The system uses a proprietary, full length hardware compression board for the ISA bus, 
with an i960 processor on board. Your user downloads a software decompression utility, and 

(using V32bis) will see the image within 7 seconds (10K file). Optimal images about 20K. The full length 
board costs $8850 ($7965 for Sysops) and the fee is $2 per paid user. Leasing may be available for 


You can also do grey scale and full-motion video over phone lines with this card. Gentlemen, start your toasters. 
Call CARDZ BBS at (604) 734-5400 (HST) (604) 734-5901 (2400B}, or voice at 1-800-676-3111 


area at this point has to do with the 
relatively complicated nature of ad- 
dressing messages via the Internet. All 
of these programs effectively translate 
between the BBS message base and the 
Intemet. But the BBS software pack- 
ages themselves weren’t specifically 
designed for Internet mail duties and too 
often, the result appears to be a bit of a 
kluge to the callers. Until BBS software 
developers incorporate interface op- 
tions specific to Internet mail duties, 
callers will likely be copying Intemet 
e-mail addresses off onto little yellow 
Stickies and entering them back into 
reply messages by hand - hardly a con- 
venient situation. 


And development will probably not stop 
with UUCP. UUCP is a rather old tech- 
nology and there are several others com- 
ing into play under the Transmission 
Control Protocol/Internet Protocol 
(TCP/IP) that still offer the economic 
advantages of a dial-up on demand con- 
nection. Most notable among these are 
the Serial Line Internet Protocol 
(SLIP), and Point-to-Point Protocol 
(PPP). These offer the file transfer 
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BBS REAL TIME 
VGA GRAPHICS! 


1920 WEST BROADWAY 
VANCOUVER BC 
CANADA vVoJ 122 
TEL: (604) 732-8400 

FAX: (604) 732-8412 


protocol (ftp) and interactive logon (tel- 
net) functions missing from UUCP. 
These protocols will become intrinsical- 
ly more interesting if the 144kbps In- 
tegrated Services Digital Network 
(ISDN) services are actually imple- 
mented by the telephone companies in 
the near future. 


In any event, we see a future where 
electronic bulletin boards provide the 
interface and mass uSer service 
capability the Internet needs to bring the 
world online. At the same time, Intemet 
provides the global scope needed to con- 
nect all bulletin boards and their callers 
on a common e-mail bus. Despite this 
natural attraction, there are differences 
in these respective universes. The cul- 
tural and technical clash between them 
should, if nothing else, prove interest- 


ing. 
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The formation of an online society has 
brought with it a probably unavoidable 
accompanying urge to sell to it. Oddly, 
those who attempt to do so generally 
throw everything learned about selling 
over the past 10,000 years straight out 
the window. Some of the results are 
comical - others irritating. 


The foibles start with the usual numbers 
game. The concept of ten million online 
modem users stirs a froth of avarice. To 
reach an audience of ten million with no 
printing, postage, or mailing list costs 
sounds like a dream come true. What 
most of the proponents of this mail order 
madness fail to note is that the ten mil- 
lion are made up of approximately 
300,000 group clusters of 35 members 
each - all engaged in discussions that 
most advertising messages do not con- 
tribute to at all. 


So the online sales scenario thus far has 
been almost comically inept of the form 
that you devise a two screen advertise- 
ment, upload it to a dozen points of 
presence online, and note that after two 
months it has generated a grand total of 
three inquiries. The autopsy of this 
debacle renders the conclusion that 
“nobody online buys anything." 


The larger online commercial services 
have an even more powerfully interest- 
ing twist on this concept. They’ ve tried 
to pitch the concept of online sales to 
merchants by setting it up so the mer- 
chant doesn’t really have to pay any- 
thing to be online. The pitch goes some- 
thing like this: "We believe in this con- 
cept so strongly, we will put you online 
at no charge, and take a cut of actual 
sales generated online as our advertising 
fee. If we don’t sell any, it costs you 
nothing. If we do, we'll gladly accept a 
small percentage of each sale." 


On the surface, this makes sense. In 
practice, it doesn’t work at all. Why? 
The chocolate/teddy bear/software mer- 
chant simply agrees to the deal, calcu- 
lates the commission of the online ser- 
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vice, and adds it to their regular prices. 
Then if any DO happen to sell online, 
they lose nothing at all and again get 
FREE advertising. And of course, vir- 
tually all the online sales games have 
generated almost nothing in the way of 
sales. 


The failure point here is the all too com- 
mon mistake of assuming everyone else 
on the planet is in desperate need of 
another twelve IQ points to be able to 
bark like a dog. In reality, people may 
be a bit dumb about any number of 
things, but when it comes to their hard 
earned money, you may safely assume 
they are all geniuses. If you are selling 
Word Perfect for $225 in every comput- 
ing magazine on the planet, and offering 
the same title online for $245, it simply 
isn’t going to sell. And to those who are 
online and see the offer, they assume 
you are trying to use the “novelty” of 
online sales to rip them off. 


In theory, any item offered online should 
be LESS expensive than the same item 
offered via any other medium. Why? 
Because the customer is doing all the 
order entry directly. The labor costs to 
take orders by telephone are substantial 
in the mail order game - particularly 
critical on low margin items. The sales 
representative asks for a series of 12 to 
15 data elements and the customer 
replies, laboriously spelling out their 
name, the name of their street, the name 
of their city, etc. and often having to 
repeat certain elements into the phone 
to get it through. The sales clerk dutiful- 
ly keys this in to the system, more or less 
accurately, which usually automatically 
clears the credit card charges, prints out 
the invoice and packing list, and calcu- 
lates the shipping costs. 


In online mail order, the customer keys 
all this in themselves - reducing errors, 
eliminating the 800 number charges, 
and dramatically reducing the labor re- 
quired to process an order. 


The keys to successful online mail order 
merchandising are no great surprise: 
price, selection, price, delivery, price, 
service, and price. If word gets out that 
you can buy anything useful at all online 
at a lower price than you can at the local 
store or by calling an 800 number voice 
line, the lines will light up and the sales 
will happen. 
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We’ve found a system in Sevierville 
Tennessee that seems to have mastered 
the formula. Steve Nichols has set up a 
system titled the Computer Shopping 
Network at (615)573-8888 using 
Galacticomm’s MAJOR BBS software. 
It’s not yet the slickest system we've 
seen, but he claims he’s doing over a 
million dollars a year in gross sales on 
the system and after a brief visit, where 
we couldn’t resist parting with a few 
greenbacks ourselves for some books, 
we believe every dollar of it. 


Nichols has set up a database of products 
titled INFODATA that we found strik- 
ing in both the breadth of selection and 
the prices offered. Over 150,000 books 
and cassettes were offered at prices typi- 
cally a third below list - as attractive as 
inveterate book hounds such as oursel- 
ves have seen. Better, we were able to 
find two Unix books (Managing UUCP 
and Usenet and Using UUCP and 
Usenet) as well as Brian Tracy’s 
Psychology of Achievement cassette 
tape series in less than five minutes. 
We’ ve been casually on the lookout for 
all three titles for the past six months 
with no success at all. The books 
database can be searched by author, 
topical category, or title and includes the 
publisher, publication date, list price, 
and the CSN price. On most titles, the 
prices were 30% or more under list but 
some publishers were offered at the list 
price with no discount at all. While odd, 
this is pretty clearly labeled in the list- 
ings and not really confusing. 


The same database offers hundreds of 
computer products including modems, 
laser printers, laptops, and dozens of 
hard drives and CD-ROMS. We found 
an OKIDATA 840 laser printer for less 
than we had seen elsewhere ($1699 - list 
price $2995). A Fujitsu MS 2266SA 1.2 
Gigabyte hard drive for about $1390. 
The U.S. Robotics WorldPort 9600 V.32 
pocket modem now lists for $599 and 
CSN had it for $421.56. The hard drives 
can be searched by interface type - 
SCSI, IDE, MFM, or ESDI, and even 
harrowed by total capacity, speed, and 
manufacturer. 


Beyond books, tapes, and general com- 
puter hardware, if the system has a 
specialty it’s products forCommodore’s 
AMIGA line of personal computers - an — 
extensive selection of AMIGA products — aa 
is offered. a. 
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The ordering process, while not linked 
directly to the database as we would 
have liked to have seen, was fairly 
straightforward. You do NOT have to 
enter your name and address again to 
order. Simply enter a description of the 
product and the CSN price, a credit card 
number and expiration date, and your 
shipping preference, and the ordering is 
done. The result is a marvelous search 
and location capability from an enor- 
mous selection, relatively easy ordering 
process, and prices we are confident are 
as good or better than anything you’ll 
see anywhere. 


Negatives? A few. The system limits 
your time online to about 20 minutes. 
You can be entering a credit card num- 
ber and when the clock mins out, the 
system will knock you off right in mid- 
purchase. Pretty cunning sales techni- 
que there. There are numerous elements 
of the BBS, including basics such as 
getting a return receipt after sending a 
message to the system operator, that you 
will not be able to actually use because 
you don’t have enough "credits". We’re 
not sure we know what a "credit" is but 
I’m pretty sure we don’t have any. It 
would appear you can purchase addi- 
tional time on the system at $1 hourly - 
a bit pricey for an otherwise ordinary 
bulletin board - and a bit confusing if 
you're trying to decide if Mr. Nichols is 
selling products online or running an 
entertainment BBS system. 


The owners specifically disclaim any 
responsibility for compatibility or 
product performance of the computer 
hardware which is a bit of a shakey 
policy given the realities of computer 
hardware mail order sales. Basically, if 
you buy it and it doesn’t work, they'll 
give you another of the same model - 
beyond that you’ re stuck with it. Sounds 
like good work when you can get it but 
I’m disinclined to consider this a viable 
policy. 


That notwithstanding, Computer Shop- 
ping Network is a good effort in online 
selection, price, and convenience. If you 
don’t mind a warranty policy that basi- 
cally states that "if you break it - both 
pieces are yours,” it’s an attractive ser- 
vice. Computer Shopping Network, 
P.O. Box 5500, Sevierville, TN 37864; 
(615)577-5100 voice; (615)577-1170 
fax; (615)573-8888 BBS. 
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SUPERDEMOCRACY BBS 


Or, whatever happened to Tim Stryker, 
author of MAJOR BBS? There are 
numerous vendors who have developed 
BBS software. Almost all run product 
support bulletin boards of course where 
you can find out about their latest 
releases, get answers to technical ques- 
tions, and complain incessantly to the 
authors about the features they "should” 
be adding to the product. But have you 
ever wondered what it would look like, 
if one of these authors actually went and 
set up a BBS of their own on an entirely 
different topic? 


Tim Stryker started life as a programmer 
by writing interactive games on Com- 
modore PET computers tied together 
with a serial cable. He went on to create 
interactive adventure games, one of 
which required up to six of the players 
to "cooperate" to get out of their adven- 
ture game trap and "solve" the game. 
The things he learned about interactive 
multiline systems went into the design 
of MAJOR BBS, a multiline BBS pack- 
age, and Galacticomm is very much the 
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company he created to develop and sell 
these BBS products. Last year, Stryker 
announced he was resigning as presi- 
dent of Galacticomm, Inc. and tuming 
over day-to-day operations to the new 
president, Bob Stein. He would remain 
Chairman of the Board of the company 
but we hadn’t seen or heard tell of him 
for many months. 


He’s resurfaced as, of all things, a BBS 
operator and author. He’s been working 
on a reflective book on the changes in 
our society and culture titled Think A 
Little and he’s founded the Super- 
democracy Foundation. He’s also 
started a real bulletin board titled, ap- 
propriately enough, Superdemocracy 
Foundation BBS at (305)370-9376. 


The theory of Superdemocracy Founda- 
tion is that through current online tech- 
nologies it is possible to eliminate the 
politicians as middle-men between 
citizens and issues. Through the use of 
online communications, itis theoretical- 
ly possible to pose issues, discuss them, 
reach concensus, and enact policies on 
topics directly. Politicians are perceived 


as professional sycophants serving 
primarily narrow special interest groups 
at the expense of the larger body politic 
and that this is not due to the poor inten- 
tions of the individuals involved, but 
inherent in the current system. Since it 
was developed 200 years ago, this was 
the best system available at the time, but 
modern technologies obsolete this 
process in favor of something more par- 
ticipatory and more direct. 


A case could be made that in a more 
subtle form, this is already happening 
and that modern communications is at 
the heart of the dramatic changes, in 
once unassailable totalitarian regimes, 
currently in process globally. But 
Stryker et al envision something a bit 
more formal, eventually with actual bal- 
lots online. 


The Superdemocracy Foundation BBS 
is intended to serve as a forum for dis- 
cussion of these issues. And it would 
appear to serve pretty well. The system 
Yuns on a version of Galacticomm’s 
MAJOR BBS slightly younger than the 
very latest release - understandable as 
Stryker is undoubtedly still involved in 
product development at some level. The 
system is clean, simple, and colorful. It 
offers some information on Super- 
democracy Foundation goals and how 
you join. But the primary feature of the 
BBS is aseries of four or five discussion 
areas where political debates go on. 


We were intrigued to find a fairly lively 
debate in progress on education issues 
involving the local Florida districts. The 
messages tended to be somewhat 
detailed and at length - the system al- 
lows up to 16KB per message, a fairly 
generous length by BBS standards. 
There was also some discussion as to the 
process to go from our current political 
system to an online democracy and we 
were impressed at the level of discus- 
sion. 


The current discussions probably in- 
volve less than a dozen active callers 
who actually contribute to the areas and 
Stryker seemed to express some dis- 
satisfaction at this low level of initial 
participation. All we can say is "wel- 
come to the real BBS world Tim.” The 
first few months in the life of a BBS are 
hard ones. It takes time and effort to get 
the word out and develop a following. 
It’s somehow gratifying to see a BBS 
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software author actually out there trying 
to build up a special topic bulletin board 
from scratch and develop a following 
using their own product. From our point 
of view, this one actually seems to be off 
to a comparatively good start. Further, 
it just might be that future Galacticomm 
products benefit from the experience. 
Stryker, incidentally, resumed his more 
active position as President of Galac- 
ticomm, Inc. effective December 18th. 
Superdemocracy Foundation Inc., 8930 
State Road 84, #191, Davie, FL 33324; 
(305)370-7850 voice; (305)370-9654 
fax; (305)370-9376 BBS. 


DATAPORT NETWORK - 
AND A CHILD PRODIGY 
SYSOP 


by Nick Anis 

Young Mike Simmons has learned how 
to deal with how he was treated by his 
mother. I don’t know if I could handle it 
as well as he has. When you are four- 
years-old, losing a father in a car crash 
is devastating. In the emotional after- 
math of the accident, things at home 
went from bad to worse. And being 
thrown into a bath tub with nearly scald- 
ing water and exposed to repeated fits of 
brutal violence are more than anyone 
should be made to endure. But Mike 
survived. His mother lost custody of her 
two children. Eventually Mike was 
made a ward of the court and was placed 
in a foster home. 


Being fostered out is sometimes for the 
best; it certainly worked well for 
novelist James Michener, for example. 
But it didn’t work for Mike, who ended 
up running away. When social workers 
see foster kids running away, they con- 
sider it a bad sign. Some of these unset- 
tled children can wind up on society’s 
slag heap, becoming antisocial adults 
who stay in trouble one way or another 
for much of their lives. 


But not Mike. After a six month battle 
with the court, his grandmother 
managed to win physical custody. That 
let Mike go back to being a kid. Mike 
still has a BIG problem, though. The 
state of Montana insists on “protecting 
him" by forcing him, his half-sister, and 
his grandmother to see a court ordered 
psychiatrist every week. 
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When his therapist, who was working 
for the state, said he didn’t need to go 
anymore, the state made him change 
therapists. The bureaucrats keep Mike 
in a state of fear of being taken away 
from his grandmother - the only home 
remaining to him aside from a state 
facility. 


Mike and his grandmother are trying to 
get the case transferred to the courts in 
California, where they’ ve lived for over 
five years and they feel would treat them 
more fairly and not intrude as much in 
their lives. But the state of Montana is 
fighting the transfer. 


Many kids have had troubles similar to 
Mike’s, coming from broken homes, 
court guardianship, and worse. It can 
result in seriously antisocial behavior. 
Mike has made a different choice. He’s 
put his energies and creativity onto 
another path. As any parent knows, most 
teens spend their free time playing Nin- 
tendo or watching the boob tube. Not 
Mike Simmons. This kid is more likely 
to be installing a full scale Novell net- 
work operating system than watching 
afternoon cartoons. Mike is a profes- 
sional consultant for a local computer 
system dealer. 


Mike has a mission. Among other 
things, he wants to be an engineer some- 
day and with his motivation and talent 
he undoubtedly will. Mike may also end 
being remembered as one of the greatest 
PC jockeys ever to tap at a keyboard. 
Watching him at the keyboard is like 
seeing Star Trek The Next Generation’s 
Commander Data at work. Although he 
hasn’t been working with PCs that long, 
he’s already done some mind-boggling 
things. 


Mike started using desktop computers 
only about a year and a half ago, on what 
he now rhymingly calls "a sorry Atari.” 
In his first 2 months, Mike mastered the 
Atari hardware, its Atari XL operating 
system and every application that came 
with the overworked machine. His next 
computer was a 386-16SX, bought with 
borrowed money. It didn’t take him long 
to figure out this machine, either. Within 
another few months he had MS DOS, 
word processing and database manage- 
ment down pat. This time, instead of 
changing machines, he tumed his sights 
on more complex tasks like telecom- 
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Mike Simmons - Six Lines - Age 13 - A Beginning 


munications, networks and program- 
ming to satisfy his appetite for chal- 
lenge. 


According to Bob Barrett, who runs 
PCS Computers in Palm Springs, “Mike 
has helped our customers out a number 
of times, he’s a wonder with tape backup 
units, Windows, and DOS program- 
ming. I have never seen anything like it. 
It’s amazing, just over a year ago he 
walked in here and knew very little 
about PCs, and now he knows more than 
a lot of consultants I know. He’s work- 
ing with networks, bulletin boards, and 
even C programing.” 


Programs he’s written include software 
to access data stored on tape and selec- 
tively restore it to a hard disk, as needed, 
by his online users. I was very impressed 
by the demonstration of this BBS door, 
and other doors and utilities he has writ- 
ten, and seeing the least cluttered and 
best organized kid’s bedroom and com- 
puter lab I have EVER seen in my entire 
life. He’s not only mastered Artisoft’s 
LANtastic network operating system 
and Novell’s Netware, but he’s managed 


to marry these two systems together in 
one of the strangest installations you’ve 
ever seen - but it works. 


Is Mike a prodigy? Watching him work 
is like what it must have been like to 
watch Mozart compose. Like Amadeus, 
Mike throws back his head occasionally 
and hums, as his fingers fly across his 
keyboard. And when he talks about what 
he’s doing, he laughs a lot. 


Master Simmons borrowed from his 
grandmother to buy his first 386. Since 
then, he’s repaid the loan with money 
eamed consulting for a local systems 
integrator, and he’s begun expanding his 
hardware. The world is coming to seem 
like a PC smorgasbord to him. I think I 
know, now, why he smiles so much. 


Nowadays the energetic eighth grader’s 
hard work has earned him a pair of 
386-16 SX and a pair of 386-33 DX 
machines. He uses this equipment to 
operate a sophisticated, six-line PC 
Board BBS that sports over 1000 mes- 
sage conferences, connects to eight mail 
networks, and boasts more than 600 file 
directories, all crammed into a smidgen 
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more than 3 Gigabytes of storage. There 
are more than 100,000 shareware and 
public domain files, including applica- 
tions like word processing, spreadsheet, 
and database, and all sorts of utilities, 
sound, and graphics files. 


The BBS membership is free for users 
who purchase Mike’s telecommunica- 
tion and system utility software. Other- 
wise, a year’s membership is available 
for $60. Like most BBSs, the board does 
offer limited FREE access to everyone, 
though. 


His bulletin board is called the 
Dataport Network Information Sys- 
tem. Mike has customized the PC Board 
BBS software with programs he wrote 
himself in C and assembly language. 
You can call Mike’s multiline BBS at 
(619) 864-1468. It’s located the desert 
resort community of Palm Springs, 
California, down the street from Bob 
Hope. Mike’s house -- well, the house 
owned by his cover girl beautiful 
grandmother -- formally belonged to 
Sonny Bono, the entertainer turned local 
politician. It’s a far leap from being 
fostered out by the state of Montana. 


Give Mike’s board a call, check it out 
yourself, and see what you think. 
Meanwhile, I’m going to invite the kid 
over to my house to clean up my system, 
if not my office. They could use the deft 
touch of a 13-year-old prodigy, with a 
flair for computers and neatness, and 
besides, its fun watching him work. 


THIS MONTH’S 
CITY : DENVER 
COLORADO 


The area we’ll focus on in this first issue 
of 1992 brings a bit of nostalgia. 
Boardwatch Magazine began life in 
1987 as Denver PC Boardwatch - 
primarily to provide a list of electronic 
bulletin boards in Colorado area code 
303. In all modesty, we produced the 
finest regional BBS list in the country in 
those days. We called each board every 
month, and provided detailed descrip- 
tions of what was on it. If you hooked a 
modem to the wall and happened to slip 
your terminal program into host mode 
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BULLETIN BOARDS IN 
FORMER 
EAST GERMANY 


Courtesy of Wolfgang Henke - wolfgang@netcom.com 
This list was compiled by Uwe Panzenhagen of Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg, 


sysop @ dimi-cc.zer.sub.org. 


BBS numbers of former East Germany as of November 23, 1991 


PHONE 


EAST-END 
... VLBERLIN 


....Pericont 
... MACHINE 
... Peri.in-Berlin.de .. UUCP 


0372822 663334 .... 
0372822 663181... 
003740 312188 .... 
003740 694514 .... 
003751 434918 
003771 62679 
0034 7242598 .... 
003781 36801 


for twenty minutes by accident, you 
very well might have turned up on our 
list. 


As our readership broadened, the local 
list became increasingly irrelevant to 
the rest of our editorial and our reader- 
ship and eventually we dropped the list 
completely and began featuring lists 
from different cities, countries, and 
topics in each issue. It has been over two 
years since we last printed the Denver 
list. This month, we revisit the city of 
our birth. 


We no longer track bulletin boards 
specifically in the Denver area. But 
Denver is not without a list. Bob Voor- 
hees runs one of the oldest, and best 
bulletin boards in the area at THE 


TITLE MODEM _ NET 


LOCATION 


Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg 
Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg 
Berlin-Friedrichshain 
Berlin-Pankow 
Berlin-Pankow 
Berlin-Friedrichsfelde 


Dresden 


Leipzig 
Rostock 


PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM BBS at 
(303)740-2203. When we first arrived 
in the Denver area, this was probably the 
first BBS we began "lurking" around on 
and we spent a lot of time there. Bob was 
something of a big muckety-muck out 
at Storage Technology in computer 
security and in fact was pretty much the 
heart of the local Association of 
Electronics Data Processing Auditors 
Association. He had an early interest in 
Trojan Horse programs, viruses, and 
other areas of computer security. This 
particularly field has generated more 
self-promoting speakers, consultants, 
and "experts" per acre than any field 
crop raised in America. At times, it be- 
comes difficult to tell if some of these 
guys are curing viruses or selling them. 
Voorhees is almost vehemently “low 
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key" and unassuming. But if I had a 
problem, I’d call Bob and get better 
quick. 


We recently did a revisit to his board and 
were astounded to find a superbly 
detailed listing of some 308 electronic 
bulletin boards on display - updated as 
of December 1991. Lists containing 
detailed descriptions, software, and 
modem speed data are notoriously hard 
to maintain. They don’t happen by 
everybody “pitching in" to update their 
own listings. You have to dial em and 
dial hard. Apparently, Voorhees has 
been hard at it. We spot checked it just 
out of curiousity and it was on the mark 
every time. 


When it comes to BBS lists, our avarice 
knows no bounds. As a result, with Mr. 
Voorhees permission, we herein present 
Denver’s finest, drawn from Bob’s 
"Computer Telephone Directory". This 
is always available in electronic form on 
his system. 


And a quick review of the latest issue 
brings out some interesting elements. 
Australian Andrew Milner’s REMOTE 
ACCESS BBS software is the clear 
favorite of Denver system operators 
with S57 systems (18.5%) sporting the 
title. Remote Access is actually a clone 
of QuickBBS, originally written by 
local wunderkid Adam Hudson at age 
15 and Quick still sports 22 systems for 
7.1% and a fourth place finish. Quick in 
turn was patterned after The Bread 
Board System, a pricey high end pack- 
age with a home office in Aurora 
Colorado. TBBS was the third most 
popular system in town with 24 systems 
(7.8%). With Remote Access and 
QuickBBS both distributed as very low 
cost shareware titles, TBBS showed 
well considering their basic two-line 
package is available only commercially 
at $295. Over a third of the BBS in the 
Denver area run one of these three pack- 
ages. 


The surprise package was TELEGARD 
which was virtually unknown when we 
were maintaining the list. Opus was 
once a local favorite and it would seem 
that the move to Teleguard was 
reasonably straightforward for Opus 
operators. They have the second most 
popular package in town now with 42 
systems (13.6%) wearing their colors. 
Wildcat and WWIV also have done well 


on the front range with 17 and 14 sys- 
tems respectively. We found 9 Apple II 
systems still running GBBSPro - also 
developed locally and 7 Macintosh sys- 
tems online with HERMES. 


DENVER BBS SOFTWARE 


Remote Access 57 18.50% 
Telegard 13.64% 
TBBS 7.79% 
QuickBBS 7.14% 
Wildcat 5.52% 
WWIV 4.54% 
GTPower 4.22% 
Opus 3.90% 
RBBS 2.92% 
GBBSPro 2.92% 
Hermes 2.27% 
Maximus 1.62% 
PCBoard 1.30% 
All Other 23.70% 


With regards to modem speeds, the 
trend is no longer really much of a ques- 
tion. The numbers anyway: 


DENVER MODEM SPEEDS 


1200 bps 
2400 bps 
9600+ bps 99 32.14% 
unknown 43 


10 3.25% 
156 50.65% 


We were heartened to see some of our 
old favorites still answering the phone, 
including Gerry Westerberg’s excellent 
file library MICROLINK B. David 
Shenemen’s DENVER DEAFNET 
still focuses on hearing impaired issues., 
Steve Cames’ THIS END UP is where 
we learned how to net some Fidos. Brian 
Bartee’s COMM POST used to have 
some great astronomy stuff and he 
seems to have built a pretty impressive 
file library as well. Lee Lasson is still 
running ON-LINE CONSULTING up 
in Estes Park - right outside of Rocky 
Mountain National Park. 


Charle’s Pelto’s DEMENTIA and Ron 
Costa’s DATA-LINK share an interest- 
ing history. Both sysops ran boards by 
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that name in Denver, moved away to 
other cities for several years, returned, 
and resurrected their boards here as if 
they’d never been gone. Bill Cronister 
runs a small computer retail store, as 
well as COMPUTER CARE BBS with 
John Bilbro and has put together a lot of 
Boardwatch hardware over the past five 
or six years - including our latest 33 
MHz 486 machine. 


Tom Meyer has run SPACENET for 
years and I don’t think you will find a 
more cogently and massively presented 
collection of information on the space 
program. These guys were promoting a 
manned Mars mission years ago. As we 
remember WORLD PEACE BBS, it 
wasn’t very peaceful - pretty active 
political and religious debates actually. 


Denver sports some fantastic govern- 
ment bulletin boards. Boulder hosts the 
National Institute of Science and Tech- 
nology. This is the home of the national 
time service - a series of seventeen 
cesium beam atomic clocks that 
produce the time mark that legally IS the 
time in the United States - by public law. 
They also operate WWV radio - trans- 
Mitting a time mark across the 
shortwave bands and an audio telephone 
mark at (303)499-7111. We actually ha- 
rangued Dick Davis of NIST through 
the process of putting up the NIST 
ACTS automated computer time ser- 
vice several years ago - and so we un- 
derstadably feel a bit parental about the 
service. You can dial this data service 
with any number of available shareware 
packages and actually synchronize your 
PC clock to the NIST time service to 
within a hundredth of a second at no cost 
other than long distance charges - and 
it’s a local call from anywhere in the 
Denver area. 


We think the Colorado Alliance of Re- 
search Libraries is probably the finest 
online card catalog in the world - over 
five million entries. Available over the 
Intemet at pac.carl.org, here in Denver 
it’s a local dialup. The QUICK 
EPICENTER DETERMINATION 
service monitors earthquake/seis- 
mological data worldwide and what 
they know, you know if you know to dial 
em. The SPACE ENVIRONMENT 
SERVICE CENTER has provided 
solar flare and geomagnetic data for 
years. I’ve never figured out what 
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anyone does with this data but it has to 
do with radio propogation conditions 
and I suppose that’s important. 


And if you just want to see a kid have a 
good time running a BBS, and one of the 
best at that - on no money, check out 
Mark Cook’s WIZARDRY BBS. As I 
recall, you could overdose on online 
games right there in one place. 


In the wierd name examination, 
Monkey Boy BBS, Fat City BBS, 
Doogieboard, and Operation Mind- 
Crime are contenders. But there is 
something attractive about the contrast 
between technology and biology. We’re 
forced to declare a tie for wierd title 
between THE COW CLUB and CAT- 
PAN BBS. Cute has to go to Randy and 
Christine Bean’s BEAN’S TALK BBS. 
And with regards to special topics, noth- 
ing is more specialized than Terry 
Rune’s BIRD INFO NETWORK - 
everything you ever wanted to know 
about cockatiels - but were afraid to ask. 
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For A Free Brochure 
On CompuServe 
GO TKR 


300 - 9600 Baud Modem 
(212) 809-1160 
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(212) 908-4550 


Max Ule 


26 Broadway 
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NY, NY 10004 


Q division of 
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Afee 
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This Certifies 


OO 


as an 
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ey McAfee Associates 
Iral Software Products and Services 
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an application contact: 
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BOARDWATCH LIST OF BBS LIST KEEPERS 


BBS LIST TOPIC LIST AUTHOR/EDITOR CONTACT BBS TELEPHONE 
Republic of South Africa ............csscesseee Henk WOISINK ...........cceeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeee CAtAIVSUB BS cccccecccceesccettecsssscecsesses (041)34-1122 
Darwin National BBS List.............. Meade FrierSon..........:cccsecesssecssseeess USBBS Update Line..................::060 (202)547-3037 
BBS With Handicapped Focus ................ BUIINMGG AU sierccceseccscsesscvsscsseceseseesess Handicap News BBS. .............0sseeeee (203)337-1607 
Seattle AC 206/West Washington............ Bob Dinse/Nanook...........cssecsseseeeees ESKIMIONNOM tl etesccec-sessece.ctestecssssqss--00¢ (206)367-3837 
Autocad Related BBS .............eccssseessseees JASON OSGOO ..........:cscceseetereeeseeeoeee AIACIIVAS Boieettrcsts-crtureccntsscessecscsseeses (206)643-5477 
Kitsap County Washington................s00 Michael Schuyler..............ssssscseeeeses Quicksilver BBS...........cecessesssenseeeees (206)780-2011 
Maine'BBS jaceieccccscacrscttertn iocees saves socesosess ENCIROGZEN Mee rsttsts tecesssscssttacedecceecs MaineNET BBS ...............cseecsesseneee (207)767-1273 
Astronomy/Space BBS ............scscsseseeees RIGIIMIRICKEM Serececercrssetscesssscccsccscetexoes Starbase II] BBS............... ccc eeeeseseenes (209)432-2487 
INNAN BS WAFS ccocendoneconncanchocrioicbceb CHS CLCULCE CECE CDO-S Cee CEn Ree eee ee Network One BBS ........ccccssccessssseeeees (212)628-5486 
Graphical User Interface BBG.................. David Shapiro..............:eececseeeeseeeeees The Gooey (GUI) BBS...............eeee (212)876-5885 
Southem California ..............cceecsceseeeenes Mike Hefferman...........:ccecsccssereeeees SOCAE COMO laecetssicecccssssscssscescesceess (213)422-7942 
@penmFAGcesSSHUNIKGSi te Smeecstcssessescrercesseccortsss stassecacccceosccscocceasversasccsenscvenvooses LGNP1 (login:GUEST) ..............ceseee (215)348-9727 
Area Code 609 - New Jersey..........sscss0. FROMMB Nan Ctieeseetteee- ce crccsessovssceccsss os S Alain BB Seer crrrere ccc cetersscesseacse (215)364-3324 
Area Code 215 - Philadelphia.................. FROME TaN G Urvestestttree.csseccseccceccscsscsooes S atalinkiB BS recccscsrcsctrestcccccesescesssss (215)364-3324 
Cleveland Area 216..........cssscssessesreeseeens ENIGHRICKiM pes cecteerecsccssceacsconcseasessseees WiINCIC CMA etestesscsccccscccevessescsscesecseess (216)382-2558 
Handicapped Issues BBG................scc000 Richard Barthiberesssssescse-cestcccessenccoseu TIE XG BS Bes ereesee ee teecscccssssassetescess (301)593-7357 
Baltimore Area 301 ...........ssssserceereesseeeees Phillip Bailey.................ccsscssscsrssreees Baltimore BBS News................:::eee (301)633-7870 
Medical Issues BBS.................cccccssecseereees Edward Del! Grosso ..........:ccccsseessseees BlackiBag peseeceectivcts.cccctssscccsseceseeseses (302)731-1998 
Denver Colorado AC 303.............:seseeees BODIWOOMCOS i ictsscssscc.ccccceocsesscessece ves Professional System..............::ccceee (303)740-2223 
DetroitAreaiS 1B ysis cscctessesecccsecceeceanceesss RlOrsta Manitteeseseesccececce. .ssecntcesssbscc<< Tony’s Corner ............05. DEER eS, | (313)754-1131 
ASP BBS Member List..............0csscesseceee BODIOStranGeticcresceescesecessccsscsoscassssces BBS BB Sree crttsrstrttscttesecscatsisveesis (317)856-2087 
Engineering Related BBS.................ssee Arthur Petrzelka occ ceeecceeseseeeseee Computer PIUMDET .............:csssceeeeees (319)337-6723 
Rhode Island Area 401 «0.0... eeseeeeeeeeee Mike Labbe..................c-csesesscceecoeee EAGIGISINGSti ier irs ov: scccesu-fesccsvessoeuses (401)732-5292 
Atlanta Area 404 .........cccceccessesstesesceessees Online Atlanta Society...............c006 QASIS Haviecsrcvcsscteetsssttestissettscisceceesses (404)627-2662 
Atlanta Area 404 ue ce secceesecssceeeeeeeneees Rodney Aloia.............cccsssccssssecsssseeees INDEX System..........cccsssscserceceeeeeenees (404)924-8472 
South Florida Area 305/407 .............ece0 MCMV Aitrees ceccescs cert ese sscscscoccve cesses Silicon Beach BBS ...............sseeeeees (407)276-3750 
Orlando Florida AC 407 .............c::cseseeees Matti Dru ty ence cee.0-.ctesecres-cereccesceseese MondOniBBSiesscestercesscessceerenree =: (407)859-2243 
Milwaukee Area 414............cccssseeeeeeeeees CIM Clot eeertetiens cc coctsecctssaassconsss as NINE INEC PIB Bohrer: ccceseeccsssctassssceess (414)372-3488 
Arkansas Area 501.............:ssccsessesessreeesees Bob Underdown ...........csscccccessssreeeees The Gaslight BBS................eeeeeeeeeee (501)444-8420 
Portland Oregon BBS ...........csssscsseseeeees WisaiGronke Mes ierccceesssscenscoscosssensteoees DawGone Disgusted ................:-e00 (503)297-9145 
New Orleans BBS List ...........c.:sesssseeesees MOMUOMCS Merrcccccecescscecsssececssesecsssteess Southern Star BBS ............sscessseenens (504)885-5928 
Austin Area BBS List AC 512................... Michael Allen Menoskey ................. SIN CE 2] S135 o coceccaccnaseeecHnouco uae (512)258-9989 
SClECtedIBBS esse ieee ecccescccsccsseeseccs Joseph Caplinger & Son.................. al MHS ETERS) ac dsccesesecesaos so eee eee (513)236-1229 
List of Gay/Lesbian BBS................:.2:cc006 Ene; Blalgteretces.-.cece-ceceseets «50s sesso: SMIEIKG BES tert ccctsestiecsescsssesnsetees (514)597-2409 
The List National BBS List.................0000 IAIMCS ONO memsestre ss ceceacceec nce Pee ccceacsars PDSLO (The List) ...........cssecccsssssseees (516)938-6722 
Area Code 517 - Mid-Michigan................ Rick Rosinsk/SAMM............--.-ss Wolverine BBS .............:eeseeeeseseoeees (517)695-9952 
WISCONSINIGOB Re ceoscccseccsces<stactesceesotsscnceseteseset crise toes saestsevsnsseccntsdeseteaseecdserstoccause JW-PC Dataflex.HST...............sccceee (608)837-1923 
South Jersey Area 609 ....... ee eeeeeeeee Dave Schubett ........... ccc ceseeesseeeonees The Casino EBBS 1.0.0... eeeseeeceeeeees (609)561-3377 
New Jersey Area 201/609/908................. Wayne R. Morton ............ececeeeeeeeee RraGdO BB Sircrscttesreccteots-cshs nec descsore (609)953-0769 
MIDI Music BBS...............cccsscccsssseressereenene WR GRS MU crscestetttsciccctostesczsésceccssesssele MiDimaze BBS .............ceccceesereeeesoee (615)877-5528 
Massachussetts Area 508/617................. Dave Goodenough............csscsesreeees Wyzard’s Castle... cescseesentceerees (617)825-3135 
San Diego, CA AC 619 .......... ee eeeeceeeeees PROmUDIDOIG ee ocectazs...sscscezcasececscncesssse0 Computor’s Edge.............c:sssessceeeeee (619)573-1675 
Apple Il BBS with Internet con................. Morgan Davis...............cccccseseseereererees PLO-SOMsretet stescccsssiceusecscadstsastascantss (619)670-5379 
OS/2 BBS Systems. ............eesseeeeseneeee EteMNOMOMintes:cseccencctssststcssaccecsssssten OS2/Shareware BBG..................cceee (703)385-4325 
Washington DC BBS List......0.... teense MIKGIROCKORES ticcssccevsaceeteastcksisdeussezs IntercOnMe Cheer... sssaeseseskscseceessesenscess (703)425-2505 
Geneology Related BBS.................::sese- Richard A. Pence ............cccssccccessseees NGS=ClG ir eiieccccceccestristtesicscescdssassss (703)528-2612 
Desktop Publishing BBS......................00. Frank Atlee ..........ccccssscsccessssercesseseeee BVIGSINGSUicscscccccterectessssiesecaiasscacssess (703)671-8923 
Ontario Area 705..........scscsceesseerceceneeeees AIGX) DIAPE Ifecerstssects.ce.scssctssecsascesatscss Cottage Country BBS........................ (705)835-6192 
GHICAQOssescsessscosserseresseesostamenctrscenctentress Colby Jordan/Peter Anvin ................ Still Waters tere ue seetceccsstcsecesszccecesss (708)403-2826 
GiiCagOsa tcc rcetinesc tte eee David Nathan .........eeeeeccssscetesececeee URIS BBS reecetecccotect cs aocetsteccversuce (708)801-0823 
Houston Area 713 .........cccssesseeescesesseneeenees David E. Wachenschwan............... Atomic Cafe BBS... eeseeeees (713)530-8875 
Rochester NY AC 716..........sessesssssennes Jerry Masefield oc eeecseseeeeceeee Pigeon Coop BBS ..............-ccsssceeneees (716)262-2612 
Central California Area 805...................... (WArnVAIONOLO ls. tesctecseccecatesscuccty+ecoveee HISIE Ocl Gecz. tecticectccstessecscneaceesseneiess (805)652-1478 
Kansas City Area 816/913...........0..00.20 Roy TiMbDerman...........ccssessseeennereees SOUNGIAGVICE en... ceeaterstcertcssssccessr: (816)436-4516 
Dallas/Ft Worth Area 214/817.................. Mark RODDINS ...... eee csecesteeeneeeee SECON SANctuUM............cccccesesscseeeeee (817)784-1178 
Tulsa Oklahoman Area BBS List ............. Linda Hargraves. ..........ssccccsscccsseeeees ACCESS AMETICA...........esssscreceeeeserees (918)747-2542 
Raleigh NC Area Code 919 .............000 MIK@ISUOUG) eee tcres.cncen---c2.cesnronocessss Micro Message SVC. ............cesceseee (919)779-6674 


USSIS'RABBSilist-sere eset eceetes cote Serge Terekhov............scsesesevsererseces Court Crimson King ..............c0000000e 7-3832-356722 
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Classified Electronic Bulletin Board Advertisements 


Advertise your electronic bulletin board/online information service in Boardwatch Magazine. Let our 
readers know who you are and what you’re doing with on-line technology. To order a BBS ad in the 
Boardwatch Classified BBS ad section, call the Boardwatch BBS at (303)973-4222 and use our online ad 
entry system. In addition to standard list information, enter up to 255 characters of text describing your 
online service. - all for $25 per month. Master Card or Visa only. 


Bruce’s Bar & Grill (203)236-3761 
West Hartford, Connecticutt since 
08/83. Sysop: Bruce Lomasky. Using 
TBBS 2.1M with 24 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 300 MB storage. U.S. 
Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. Bruce’s 
Bar and Grill has a similar atmosphere 
to TV's “Cheers”. Public, Private, and 
Over 21 Conference Sections. Many 
regulars stop by and chat each day. 
Many online games (some multiuser 
real time) and thousands of IBM files. 
Hayes/Telebit/USR 9600 


Computers & Dreams BBS (212) 
888-6565 New York, NY since 01/91. 
Sysop: William Stewart. Using PCBoard 
14.5a/E6 with 6 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 760 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 
14400 bps. No fee. New York City’s 
BEST BBS! You don’t believe us? Well 
call and find out for yourself! ITS FREE! 
How can you go wrong? Dozens of 
GAMES, thousands of FILES, USA 
Today & Boardwatch Magazine Online, 
WorldNet MAIL, lots of PRIZES, 
CD-ROM Drives and MUCH MORE! 


The Round Table BBS (215)678-0818 
Reading, Pennsylvania since 03/90. 
Sysop: Dan McCoy. Using PCBoard 
14.5/E6 with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 1300 MB storage. Zoom at 2400 
bps. $30-55 Annually fee. USRobotics 
HST/DS at 215-670-5323. 2 CD-ROM's 
On-line w/ an additional 1.2GB & 30,000 
Files. Carrying all the RIME 
Conferences w/ select Conferences 
from SmartNet, Newlife, RaceNet & 
RF-Net. Over 350 Conferences. 
USAToday, ODMR, & others. 


HEART LIFE BBS (303)377-5243 
Denver CO. Sysop: The Guides. Using 
MaxiHost with 7 line at 2400 bps. No fee. 
Online from 4 pm to 9 am Mtn. time daily. 
"YOUR HOME ONLINE." The marriage 
of Inner Healing with High Technology. 
Creativity, Abundance and Expanded 
Awareness. "Come home, we are 
Waiting!" 


Stoic Financial BBS (303)940-7746 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado since 08/91. 
Sysop: Richard Hiatt. Using WildCat 
1.03 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 
120 MB storage. Hayes at 2400 bps. No 
fee. Financial Information on all 
markets, commodities, stocks, futures 
and options. Gif charts, spreadsheet 
ready templates, 1-2-3 ready price 
history files. Dir. of Investment & Trading 
Professionals. Educational & Technical 
info on trading strategies. 


PCBoard BBS 
Operators 


Clark Development Company, 
Inc., developer of PCBoard BBS 


Software, has made a standing 
offer to pay 50% of the cost of any 
classified ad vertisement in 
Boardwatch Magazine placed by 
any BBS that uses PCBoard 
software. Your cost for an ad here: 
$12.50 per month 


A European Image BBS 
(305)256-2672 Miami, Florida since 
07/91. Sysop: Mark Robbins. Using 
WildCat 3.01M with 2 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 330 MB storage. U.S. 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $30 Annually 
fee. Hundreds of adult images imported 
directly from France, Greece, Sweden, 
Germany and more! Why download 
images that you can pick up for $4 from 
the local convenience store? Plus, 
VERY active message bases and SIGS. 


Chicago Syslink (312)622-4442 
Chicago, Illinois since 06/81. Sysop: 
George Matyaszek. Using TBBS 2.2M 
with 11 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
130 MB storage. Multitech at 2400 bps. 
$20 Annually fee. When you're ready for 
some interesting Online Interactive 
Games (80+), and some very interesting 
people to chat with Online, give us a call! 
We also feature a good selection of 
files, magazines, other FUN things to 
do. Call right NOW! 
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EzPC(tm) (414)962-9256 Milwaukee, 
WI since 04/90. Sysop: Phil Thien. 
Using TBBS 2.2M[2] with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 600 MB storage. 
U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. 
Home of Electrik Text(tm), a powerful, 
fast (indexed) keyword searching 
engine w/ AND/OR/NOT and nesting 
capabilities. Search 8-MB of USA 
Today in only seconds! Also the home 
of the Reseller Forum for computer 
dealers/VAR's (registration required). 


Cul-de-Sac Bar & Grill (508)429-1784 
Holliston, Massachusetts since 03/85. 
Sysop: Pete White. Using TBBS 2.2M 
with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80286 with 380 
MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 
bps. $45 Yearly fee. The home of many 
TBBS/TDBS software packages, and an 
almost continuous beta site for many 
TBBS/TDBS software authors. Like 
Ben Cunningham's 10,000 message 
system with full screen editing and 
quoting, and Jeff Johnsons On-Line 
Sales Manager. 


Easy Access BBS (510)829-7627 San 
Ramon, Califomia since 05/85. Sysop: 
Tony Waddell. Using PCBoard 14.5a 
with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 350 
MB storage. Hayes at 19200 bps. $4.00 
Monthly fee. The latest in MS-DOS and 
MS-Windows shareware. Access to 
130+ Smartnet conferences. 
Thousands of files to download and 
messages to read. We offer online chat, 
batch downloads, easy file and 
message searches, games doors, 
Qmail services andand more. 


THE EAST END CONNECTION 
(516)325-1681 Remsenburg, Eastern 
LI, NY. since 11/91. Sysop: Russell 
Weisenbacher. Using WildCat 3.01 with 
1 line on MS-DOS 8088 with 30 MB 
storage. Everex at 2400 bps. No fee. 
Our system caters to the Professional. 
We provide areas for Teachers; An 
Insurance/Investment area; Information 
about The Hamptons; 
Computer/Electronics Q&A; Automotive 
Q&A; Hobbies (R/C autos,planes, and 
trains); Science Fiction stuff; plus lots 
more! 


The Coral Reefer BBS! Mirage 
Network-VA (703)264-3962 Herndon, 
VA since 10/90. Sysop: Tully Mars. 
Using GAP 5.1M with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 500 MB storage. 
U.S. Robotics at 38400 bps. $40+ 
6mos-4yrs fee. Featuring the very best 
in graphics, animations, texts, 
conferences and chatting for the 
discriminating Adult. We make and take 
our own original photos for scanning, so 
you always get fresh, quality graphics. 
Online Subscriptions VISA/MC. Online 
Store. 


THE PROMISED LAND (715)387-1339 
Marshfield, Wisconson since 01/90. 
Sysop: Tim Brown. Using Custom Major 
BBS with 16 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 2500 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 
9600 bps. $0.60 Hourly fee. 11,000+ 
files for WINDOWS, IBM, AMIGA, 
APPLE, MAC, ATARI, & C64. Active 
Windows Users Conference/ Group. 
Live Teleconferences, Private E-mail, 
Online Multiplayer Games, Regional/ 
National Conferences. 2HR FREE 
DEMOPAK (say you saw it in 
BoardWatch!) 


The Forvm BBS (718)966-8637 Staten 
Island, New York since 11/90. Sysop: 
David Centurion. Using PCBoard 14.5A 
with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
9500 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 
14400 bps. $35 Quarterly fee. We offer 
an extensive 1BM, AMIGA & MAC 
Software. We are full members of 
IMPERIAL WARGAMERS NETWORK, 
PC-RELAY, FIDONET, USA TODAY, 
BOARDWATCH & many more. If you 
are into WARGAMES this is the BBS to 
call. We have custom games, contests 
etc. Call today! 


BOOST SALES A MUCH AS 400%! 


Major bank offers merchant accounts for credit card acceptance in 


four days. 


Bank system approves all credit cards (VISA/Mastercard, etc.) and 
checks in 12 seconds and cash in automatically deposited in your usual 


business account in a few hours. 


New or existing business - retail, mail/phone order services, in- 
home business and merchants with credit problems all approved. 


CALL OUR NATIONAL 
24 HR MERCHANT SERVICE HOTLINE 


(303) 654-9399 
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Bernie’s BBS (908) 828 8121 
Somerset, NJ since 05/85. Sysop: 
Bernie Gallagher. Using Bernie Host 
(homebrew) with 1 line on MS-DOS 
8088 with 60 MB storage. U.S. Robotics 
at 2400 bps. No fee. Recently moved 
from NY to NJ. Files and forums mainly 
for ameteur and professional Pascal 
programmers, but also has forums 
ranging from philosophical debate to 
Starship design. Featuring a homebrew 
BBS program written in Turbo Pascal. 


ACCESS AMERICA (918)747-2542 
Tulsa, OK since 03/88. Sysop: Vance 
Martin. Using TBBS 2.2 with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 680 MB storage. 
Zoom & KLH at 2400 bps. $30 Annually 
fee. Boardwatch Magazine Online 
Edition, CONNEX matchmaking & 
friendship system, Job Market & 
Resume’ database, Online Business 
Directory, Entertainment calendar, 
Vacation Guide, EeeeK! Bits magazine, 
multi-player games, growing file section, 
and MORE!!! 


| (510) 736-8343 
Modem 
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Attention Windows Users 
Get the Windows utilities you need 
today by modem! We have over 
5,000 public domain Windows and 
DOS programs. 


9 Phone lines. No busy signals. 
Hot tips and reviews 
Over 20 hot new files every day! 
USR Dual Standard & CompuCom 
modems 

¢ Visa/MC accepted for memberships 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE PREVIEW! 


@eeeeneeoeaeeoeoeoeeoeveeoeeee ee eee 0082 


Talk dirty on the...\ } 
Ses y7e ¢ \@s 


e Where Couples & Singles Ss. 

$ Swinging/B&D/S&M/Bi/TV/Fetishes 
e The hottest CHAT BBS in the U.S. gue 
. Personal Questionaires * Hot erotic stories (4 s 
e 700+ saat! with over 500 active rosmabers vy 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 
12 Phone Lines 
1.8 Gigabytes 
One of the largest GIF 
collections in the USA 


EASY / SIMPLE Menus 


Files for IBM, MAC, Amiga 
ATARI, Unix & Apple 


100+ Fidonet Echomail 
Conferences 


FREE time for new calls 


FSS Pea a Pe eT 


On-line Publications: 
USA Today DecisionLine, BIX 
BBS News, INFOMAT 


Multi-Player Games 


a 


613-383-0727 


Office (voice): 615-269-5221 
A Service of The Nashville Exchange, Inc. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE 
1-800-933-6038 


(voice - subscription orders only) 


BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE - It’s a new world out there. Thousands of individuals re-creating the way 
we live, work, play, and communicate using a fascinating new technology to connect their personal 
computers in the night. And each month since 1987, Boardwatch has been there with the latest in who's 
doing it, how they did it, why anyone would want to do it, and what it might mean in the future. Find out 
about a new cottage industry thousands of people are leaving corporate America forever to join as 
independent BBS operators and online information workers in a new information economy. The people 
who are building the tools for this new industry read Boardwatch every month - so should you. They know 
about the dozens of fascinating, free, government-run information services. They learn about the software 
and hardware developments that drive the advances in online technology. They know who the movers 


and shakers are in the industry. Most of all, they get the information they need to be a part of it - and they 
get it from Boardwatch. 


Boardwatch BBS provides Boardwatch back issues in electronic form back to January 1988 with 
keyword search database, extensive listings of thousands of online services from around the world, 
pre-formatted dialing directories, communication programs and utilities, shareware programs reviewed in 
Boardwatch, and a wealth of online text periodicals - all on a multi-line information service. The perfect 
service to add to your subscription to the printed Boardwatch Magazine. 


Name: 


Street Address: 

City: State: Zip: 
Logon Name: Password (8 chars max) 
MC/VISA. Expires: 


[ ] One Year U.S. Printed Magazine - $36 [ ] One Year U.S. Magazine AND BBS Access - $60 
[ ] Two Year U.S. Printed Magazine - $59 [ ] Two Year U.S. Magazine AND BBS Access - $89 
{ ] One Year Canada/Mexico - BBS Access Included - $69 

{ ] One Year Overseas - BBS Access Included - $99 


Send your subscription check/MO to BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE, 5970 South Vivian St.,Littleton, CO 


80127. You may charge your subscription to MC/Visa online by dialing (303)973-4222 (8N1) by modem 
OR complete and fax this form to: 


1-(303)986-8754 FAX 


© 1990 eSoft, Incorporated 


Multiuser BBS with dBASE 


Excellence. You know it when you see it. 

You immediately recognize excellence in your 
first encounter with The Bread Board System (thbs) 
Information Manager. The smooth responsiveness 
you feel when you connect with /bbs lets you know 
that you have come into contact with something 
beyond the ordinary. 

When you talk to the owner 
of thbs, you will hear stories of 
the ease with which applications 


can be developed. The nearly 


unlimited power which is 


al Mo 6 2 ey is 
am ==—7 
still easy to mold and use. sy ae sear 


The control console manitors performance 
and puts you in command of a busy. 
multiuser system. 


Reliability may only be 
mentioned if you ask, because 


the owner of thbs cakes for 

granted that multiuser 
communications systems 
Should be this easy to 
construct and require no 
special atte ion to be 


available at all times. 


Up to 32 lines and still 


easy to iKSe. 


Single User thbs $299.95, 16 User thbs 
$895.00, 32 User thbs $1,495.00 

Expansion modules allow integrated multi- 
user dBASE compatible 
programs (fdbs) and FidoNet 
compatible net mail. 

Call for more information 
and access to a demonstration 


system. (303) 699-6565. 


Complete. easy-to-follow 
documentation 


dBase is a trademark of Ashton-Tate Corporation 


About The Possibilities 


Think 


tbbs and tdbs allow a level 
of performance and ease of 
implementation never before 
available at any price. You get 
rapid custom system develop- 
ment combined with the reliability 
inherent in the low complexity 
single PC and DOS-only environ- 
ment. Discover the possibilities 
only tbbs can provide. 


eSoft, Incorporated 
15200 E. Girard Avenue 
Suire 2550 
Aurora, CO 80014 
(303) 699-6565 


Three days of intensive educational sessions: 


Running a BBS for Profit 

BBS Software Presentations by Wildcat, PCBoard, TBBS, 1 
How toconnect your BBS to networks suchas, FidoNet, Ilink, Rime, 
Offline Mail Readers and Utility Programs _ 

The NREN/Intemet, whatis it, how do you useit, how doy 
Legal Aspects of Running a BBS 

Social and Political Aspects of BBSs. 

Social/Chat BBS Roundtable 

Shareware Library BBS Roundtable 

Mail Service BBS Roundtable 

Special Topic BBS Roundtable 

Company/Corporate BBS for sales or product support 


The Major BBS 
&PCRelay 


ou connect your BBS? 


Hotel Accomodations: 
Reservations are available at the luxurious Stouffer Concourse Hotel at a 
special convention rate of $75 per room per night single/double. 
Contact Stouffer Hotel for room reservations at 303-399-7500. 

Mention ONE BBSCON participation for this special room rate. 


Registration: 


$125 until May 1st, 1992 
$175 May Ist - August Ist 
$225 after August Ist 


O This event is limited to 1000 attendees so 
register early and often. 


Q1 On-site registration opens Wednesday 
evening, August 2th, 1992. 


QO Final closing comments Sunday morning, 
August 16th, 1992. 


QO Vendor trade floor featuring over 50 
vendor displays. 


i] ONE, Inc. 


President 
Jack Rickard 


Secretary/Treasurer 
Philip L, Becker 


Executive Advisory Board 


Jim Harrer 
President 
Mustang Software, Inc. 


Fred Clark 
President 
Clark Development Company, Inc. 


Tim Stryker 
President 
Galacticomm, Inc. 


SicvenLaliners For further information 

Direct 1 

BIX Online Services or to register by 
MasterCard/Visa, contact: 

Jim C. Warren 

MicroTimes and Autodesk Inc. 

Dave Hughes Sr. Ci ONE, Inc. 

President Oniine Networking Expositions 


Old Colorado City Communications 4255 South Buckley Road, Ste. 308 
John C. Dvorak Aurora, Colorado 80013 
Columnist 

PC Magazine 


(303) 693-5253 Voice 
(303) 693-5518 Fax 
(303) 693-5432 BBS 


Stan Hirschman 
Vice President, Store Operations 
Software Etc. 


1992 
Online 
Networking 


THE ONE BBSCON 


Don’t miss the largest gathering of BBS industry 
leaders, BBS software vendors, and bulletin 
board operators ever assembled. Come meet 
the movers and shakers in the BBS industry in 
an intense three-day conference covering 
every aspect of the online world. ONE 
BBSCON promises to be THE online event of 
the year - in the shadow of the beautiful Rocky 
Mountain front range. Nowhere else will you 
ever have the opportunity to see as many BBS 
products in action, talk to the vendors, and get 
the technical information you need to operate 
your own online service. Nowhere will you see 
as many BBS operators gathered under one 
roof to share experiences, trade stories, and rub 
elbows. An industry of BBS operators and 
product vendors is taking shape and ONE 
BBSCON is destined to be the trade show for 
The Industry. 


August 13-16, 1992 


Stouffer Concourse Hotel 


Denver, Colorado 


To Register for the ONE BBSCON 
Exposition & BBS Convention 
Call today: (303) 693-5253 


Boardwatch Magazine! | 
Is Pleased To Announce The 4} 


Exposition & BBS Convention: 


| 
| 


